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Objectives and Contextualisation

Objectives:

The subject contributes to improve the critical understanding of the different objectives and instruments of
environmental policy. It aims to make available the tools to evaluate and guide the design of policies to achieve
the environmental, social and economic objectives. The subject contributes to provide skills for environmental
consultancy, as well as for the management of resources and waste.

In short, the objectives of the subject can be summarized as follows:

To review the economic analysis of the main environmental problems, as well as the main instruments
to solve them.
To understand the relationship between the economic, social and ecological systems, and how they are
affected by the different environmental policy tools.
To study the pros and cons of the different instruments of environmental policy and the possibility to
apply them to the different environmental problems.
To know the different tools for the evaluation of environmental policies.
To analyze critically the literature on environmental policies, commenting and discussing a series of
seminal readings.
To review the main current debates in the field of environmental policies, and, in particular, on the
policies applied in some of the main ecological problems, such as climate change, and the possible
alternatives.

Skills

Adequately convey information verbally, written and graphic, including the use of new communication
and information technologies.
Analyze and use information critically.
Demonstrate adequate knowledge and use the tools and concepts of the most relevant social science
environment.

Demonstrate concern for quality and praxis.
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Demonstrate concern for quality and praxis.
Demonstrate initiative and adapt to new situations and problems.
Teaming developing personal values regarding social skills and teamwork.
Work autonomously

Learning outcomes

Adequately convey information verbally, written and graphic, including the use of new communication
and information technologies.
Analyze and use information critically.
Analyze the political processes of environmental conservation internationally.
Critically analyze basic environmental science literature in Catalan, Castilian and English.
Demonstrate concern for quality and praxis.
Demonstrate initiative and adapt to new situations and problems.
Identify and analyze the different instruments of environmental policy, and quantitative limits,
environmental taxes or trading systems of resource use rights.
Identify environmental and social impacts associated with human activity.
Properly use the analytical concepts of environmental science.
Teaming developing personal values regarding social skills and teamwork.
Work autonomously

Content

Environmental problems and the economy.

Markets operation and environmental degradation: the justifications for public sector intervention and
environmental policies.

Different conceptions of sustainability and their applications.

The economic appraisal of environmental policies.

Future generations in policy appraisal. Ethics, ecological economics, and environmental policy.

Environmental policy tools: environmental taxes.

Environmental policy tools: tradable permits, deposits and others.

The relationship between economic growth, environmental quality, and environmental policies.

Global environmental problems: Economics of climate change and mitigation policies

Methodology

The subject is divided in theoretical and practical sessions.

In the theoretical sessions the teacher will explain the contents of the course in lectures. The materials used in
class (powerpoints) will be available for students in the Virtual class of the subject. These materials only
summarize the contents discussed in class.

In the practical sessions various readings will be discussed. The students will expose their synthesis and
critical commentary of the reading, and there will be a discussion and debate in class on the subject.

The different materials of the subject (slides, compulsory readings, complementary readings, schedule of
essays, grades, etc.) will be available in the Virtual class of the subject.
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Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Type: Directed

Practical seasons 15 0.6 4, 2, 6, 5, 1, 11, 10, 9

Theoretical seasons 25 1 4, 3, 2, 8, 7, 9

Type: Supervised

Office hours 10 0.4 4, 2, 6, 5, 1, 11, 10, 9

Supervision of the preparation of the essays 22 0.88 4, 2, 6, 5, 1, 11, 10, 9

Type: Autonomous

Readings and preparation of essays 75 3 4, 3, 2, 6, 5, 8, 7, 1, 11, 10, 9

Evaluation

The assessment will be based on a series of essays and a final exam. The weight of the exam in the final
grade will be 25% and the weight of the essays will be 75%s. The student must deliver a minimum of 6 essays
out of 9. If she/he delivers more, her/his grade will improve. The student can only skip to deliver one essay of
each of the three blocks in which the essays are divided.

The essays will consist of the synthesis and critical commentary of the readings proposed by the teacher. The
essays must be delivered on the indicated dates. At the beginning of the course, the teacher will give a
schedule with the deadlines to deliver the different essays. The teacher will provide the readings for the
essays, in addition to the recommended complementary readings, in the Virtual Campus.

The date of the exam is the one indicated by the Faculty in its exam calendar. The teacher will indicate the
date and place for the revision of the qualifications the day of the exam.

In case the student fails to pass the subject, she/he can participate in the recovery process. This will consist of
the delivery of the essays failed or not submitted and in a recovery exam. To participate in the recovery, the
students must have been previously evaluated in a set of activities whose weight is equivalent to at least two
thirds of the total grade of the subject.

Only those students who have not participated in any evaluation activity will be qualified with a "non-evaluable".

Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Essays (1, 2, 3) (synthesis and critical commentary of
readings)

25% 0.75 0.03 4, 3, 2, 6, 5, 8, 7, 1, 11,
10, 9

Essays (4, 5, 6) (synthesis and critical commentary of
readings)

25% 0.75 0.03 4, 3, 2, 6, 5, 8, 7, 1, 11,
10, 9

Essays (7, 8, 9) (synthesis and critical commentary of
readings)

25% 0.75 0.03 4, 3, 2, 6, 5, 8, 7, 1, 11,
10, 9

Exam 25% 0.75 0.03 3, 2, 6, 5, 8, 7, 1, 11, 9
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