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Objectives and Contextualisation

This subject has two parts:

1. Politics and Emotions

Emotions are a pervasive, unavoidable and controversial aspect of political life. They can be seen either as a
key factor contributing to the betterment of the political order or as a fundamental cause of instability and
disorder. In the first case, philosophers have tried to explicitly identify which if any are the emotions best suited
for their political purposes and which are the adequate means for politicians, authorities and governments to
promote them; in the second case, the attempts have been focused on how to keep them under control or how
to avoid their negative impact on the political order. This part of the course will be committed to the critical
examination of Nussbaum's liberal approach to the nature and political function of human emotions. We will
present the main points of her theory, trying to set them within a broader philosophical context, and we will
identify and discuss its salient problems.

2. Republicanism

In this part of the subject, we will present and examine the republican theory of freedom and politics, and we
will contrast it with the liberal and communitarian frameworks. We will read and comment the main points of
Philip Pettit's theory from  and Republicanism. A Theory of Freedom and Government On the People's Terms.
A Republican Theory and Model of Democracy.

Skills

Apply knowledge of classical authors in the western philosophical tradition to current philosophical
questions.
Critically assess the implications on the human condition of new ideological, political, economic and
technological forms that impact on the contemporary world.

Identify and describe the relevant theoretical elements in contemporary ethical research, especially
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Identify and describe the relevant theoretical elements in contemporary ethical research, especially
those associated with the question of good, justice and their political implications.
Integrate knowledge and use it to make judgements in complex situations, with incomplete information,
while keeping in mind social and ethical responsibilities.
Search for, select and manage information autonomously, both from structured sources (data bases,
bibliographies, specialized journals) and from information distributed on the web.
Solve problems in new or little-known situations within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to
the field of study.

Learning outcomes

Analyse philosophically the basic concepts, methods and theories in contemporary political philosophy.
Discuss the central arguments in contemporary political philosophy rigorously, critically, creatively and
autonomously.
Search for, select and manage information autonomously, both from structured sources (data bases,
bibliographies, specialized journals) and from information distributed on the web.
Solve problems in new or little-known situations within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to
the field of study.
Understand and analyse present-day political issues on the basis of the theories described in the
module.
Understand the influences of classical philosophical thought on the principal philosophical views of 20th
and 21st century politics.

Content

David Corrales:

1. General Introduction to the topic Politics and Emotions

Texts: Nussbaum, M. C., , Cambridge UP, 2001, Part I, Chapter I (pp. 19-88).Upheavals of Thought

______________, "A Problem in the History of Liberalism", in , Political Emotions Why Love Matters for Justice,
The Belknap Press of Harvard University Press, 2015, pp. 2-24.

2. Emotions, Religion and Politics

Texts: Nussbaum, M. C., "Equality and Love: Rousseau, Herder, Mozart" in , , pp. 27-53Political Emotions cit.

______________, "Religions of Humanity I", in , ., pp. 54-81.Political Emotions cit

______________, "Religions of humanity II", in , ., pp. 82-109.Political Emotions cit

3. Good and Bad Emotions?

Texts: Nussbaum, M. C., "The Aspiring Society: Equality, Inclusion, Distribution", in  cit., pp.Political Emotions,
115-136.

______________, "Compassion: Human and Animal", in , pp. 137-160.Political Emotions, cit.

______________, "Compassion's Enemies: Fear, Envy, Shame", in ., pp. 314-377.Political Emotions, cit

______________, "How Love Matters for Justice", in ., pp. 378-397.Political Emotions, cit

4. Emotions, patriotism, nationalism and cosmopolitanism

Texts: Nussbaum, M. C., "Teaching Patriotism: Love and Critical Freedom"  in , pp., Political Emotions, cit.
204-256.

5. Political Emotions and Aesthetics
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5. Political Emotions and Aesthetics

Texts: Nussbaum, M. C., "Tragic and Comic Festivals: Shaping Compassion, Trascending Disgust", in Political
Emotions, cit., pp. 257-313.

Oriol Farrés:

1. The republican freedom

2. Republicanisme, liberalism and communitarianism

3. The republican theory of democracy

Methodology

Each class will be divided into two parts: master classes and seminar sessions. The seminar requires the
active participation of students, who will be the ones who will direct the commentary of the different texts
assigned to each class day.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Type: Directed

Sessions 35 1.4 1, 6, 4

Study 66 2.64 3

Type: Supervised

Tutoring 17 0.68 1, 6, 5, 2

Evaluation

The evaluation will be continued and contains two elements: a) the oral presentation of a subject (50% of the
final grade) and b) the written presentation of a work (50%). The oral presentation will be on a subject at the
beginning of the course and will be evaluated by the teacher who gives it. The written work will be on the rest
of the content of the course and will be evaluated by the two teachers. Each teacher will set a date and place
for the review of the evaluation. There will also be a supplementary assessment if the student fails: the date
will be agreed with the Faculty.

Evaluation activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Oral presentation 50% 16 0.64 1, 6, 4, 2

Paper 50% 16 0.64 1, 3, 6, 5, 4, 2

Bibliography

Further readings will be suggested during the sessions.
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