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Classical Culture I

Code: 100015
ECTS Credits: 6

Degree Type Year Semester

2502758 Humanities OB 2 1

Prerequisites

This course has no prerequisites.

Objectives and Contextualisation

At the end of the course the student should be able to:

Interpret the classical culture.
Apply the historical, institutional, cultural and literary knowledge of the Graeco-Roman civilisation to the
analysis of texts.
Analyse the process of textual transmission and the formation of the Romance languages.
Comment passages of the main genres of classical literature, and explain their main features.
Identify the presence of the classical tradition in European culture.

Competences

Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
other languages.
Identifying the historical processes of contemporary culture.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.

Learning Outcomes

Analysing the recycling of classical motifs in new contexts.
Applying the historical, institutional, cultural and literary knowledge to the commentary of texts.
Assessing the reception in the West of the thought and history of the classical world.
Communicating in a properly, organised, and suitable manner in an oral conversation or presentation.
Criticising the film adaptations of the classical mythological legends.
Enumerating concepts of classic culture that have survived to the present society.
Identifying the Greco-Roman sources that have inspired artists and literary people through history.

Identifying the results of the projection of the classical world to the Western culture on various levels
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Identifying the results of the projection of the classical world to the Western culture on various levels
and in several eras and territories.
Interpreting the material and cultural context of transmission of ancient texts.
Relating the contemporary myths with the classical antiquity.
Summarising characteristics of a written text according to its communicative purposes.

Content

0. Introductory Unit

1. The Classical world in space and time: Grece & Rome.

2. Definition and concept of classical culture today.

Italo Calvino, , Tusquets Editores, Barcelona 1992, pp. 13-20;Compulsory readings: Por qué leer los clásicos
C. García Gual, "El viaje sobre el tiempo o la lectura de los clásicos" (available online: 
webs.uvigo.es/ageps/Andersen/garciagual.doc).

1. Greek and Latin: vehicular languages of classical culture

1.1. Indo-European origins of Greek and Latin.

1.2. Origins of writing in Greece: from the syllabic script to alphabetical writing. The Greek alphabet.

1.3. Linguistic overview of Pre-Roman Italy: Etruscan, Faliscan, Osco-Umbrian; other languages: Greek,
Celtic.

1.4. Birth of the Latin language and first development of writing.

1.5. The structure of classical Latin. Definition of "classical" in the history of the Latin language.

1.6. The pronunciation of Latin in classical times. Erasmian pronunciation.

1.7. Translation of a selection of Latin texts.

1.8. Latin sayings in modern languages.

2. The transmission of classical culture up to the invention of the printing press

2.1. Greece (8th-2nd c. BCE).

2.1.1. From orality to writing: transmission and communication in an essentially oral society.

2.1.2. The supports of writing. The object of transmission.

2.1.3. The foundation of the first libraries in Greece. The Library of Alexandria.

2.2. Rome (7th c. BCE - 6th c. CE).

2.2.1. Dominance of orality: from the adoption of the alphabet to the beginning of the literary phase
(7th c. BCE - 240 BCE).

2.2.2. Dissemination of written culture (3rd c. BCE - 2nd c. CE).

2.2.3. From roll to codex. Latin scripts: Roman square capitals, rustic capitals, uncial.

2.3. Middle Ages and Renaissance (6th c. CE - 15th c. CE).

2.3.1. Monasteries and cathedral schools. Medieval libraries. The Carolingian Empire.
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2.3.1. Monasteries and cathedral schools. Medieval libraries. The Carolingian Empire.

2.3.2. The .Renaissance of the 12th century

2.3.3.  and medieval manuscripts. Diffusion of paper.Scriptoria

2.3.4. The pre-humanism. Petrarch and the beginning of humanism. The Italian humanism of the
15th century.

2.3.5. The invention of the printing press.

2.3.6. The textual edition. Elements of textual criticism.

 REYNOLDS D. L. - WILSON, N. G., , Gredos, Madrid 1986, pp.Compulsory reading: Copistas y filólogos
107-212.

:Optional cinema talk   (film adaptation of Umberto Eco's novel).The Name of the Rose

3. The mythical beginnings

3.1. Mythical Greek thought: from chaos to the cosmos. Classical literary sources.

3.2. The Olympic pantheon and the Trojan War.

3.3. The historical-archaeological context of the Trojan War: the Mycenaean civilization and Schliemann's
Troy.

3.4. Topography and the foundation of Rome.

3.5. Founding legends of the monarchy and the beginnings of the Roman Republic.

4. The earliest forms of government. The expansion of Rome through Italy and the Mediterranean

4.1. From Aeneas to Romulus.

4.2. The Roman monarchy. The Etruscans.

4.3. From Monarchy to Republic. Institutions and magistrates. Internal and external conflicts (5th-4th c.
BCE).

4.4. The conquest of Italy and the Mediterranean (4th-2nd c. BCE).

5. The crisis of the Republic (2nd century BCE). The art of oratory: the art of speaking well. From Homer to
Cicero.

5.1. The crisis of the Republic (2nd-1st c. BCE).

5.2. The oratory in Greece: from Homer to the invention of Rhetoric.

5.3. Oratory in Classical Athens and in the Hellenistic period.

5.4. Hellenism in Rome (3rd-2nd c. BCE).

5.5. The oratory in Rome from Cato the Elder to Cicero.

5.6. Cicero. Analysis of the  and the Catiline Orations Defence of the Poet Archias.

5.7. Principles of Roman rhetoric.
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5.8. Classical roots of modern oratory. Various case-studies: from the discourses of Brutus and Mark
Antony in Mankiewicz's  to the oratory of Julius Caesar Barack Obama and Donald Trump.

Compulsory readings: Cicero's  and .Catiline Orations Defence of the Poet Archias

Methodology

This is an on-site course. Students are expected to work throughout its duration. Attendance to the lectures will
allow the students to properly contextualise the course readings.

Commentary of the readings and cinema talks are scheduled throughout the course.

Although there will be no attendance monitoring, attending to the lectures is key to successfully complete this
subject.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Analysis and debate of readings and films 6 0.24 2, 5, 4, 9, 11

Lectures 30 1.2 1, 5, 6, 8, 7, 9, 10, 3

Type: Supervised

Group work and oral presentation 31.5 1.26 2, 4, 7, 9, 11, 3

Type: Autonomous

Compulsory readings 25 1 2, 9, 3

Study and personal work 35 1.4 2, 6, 7, 9, 10

Supplementary readings 11 0.44 2, 9, 3

Watching of movies 4 0.16 5, 3

Assessment

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

Weight of assessable activities:

40%: Written test consisting of short answer and essay questions (UNITS 0, 1 & 2).

40%: Written test consisting of short answer and essay questions (UNITS 3, 4 & 5).

20%: Oral presentation on a subject related to UNITS 3 and 4.

IMPORTANT REMARKS

Taking part in any assessable activity precludes the possibility of being classified as "not assessable".
For a positive evaluation of the course, the final mark must be 5 or higher, with a rating of at least 4 in
both written tests.

In the re-evaluation process, students may retake ONE of the two written tests (if the mark is lower than
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In the re-evaluation process, students may retake ONE of the two written tests (if the mark is lower than
4 or if the global average is lower than 5), but they cannot retake both.
On the first day of the oral presentations, every group must hand over an outline & bibliography of their
presentation.
Any exception to these remarks must count with the explicit approval of the professor.
Untaken tests (due to medical emergencies justifiable with a doctor's note) will be taken during the
re-evaluation period.
In special circumstances, the possibility of improving the final mark during the re-evaluation process
may be considered. It will be necessary to talk previously with the professor, since the re-evaluation
tests are intended for students who need to retake one of the assessable activities (for a maximum
weight of 40%).

DATES TO TAKE INTO ACCOUNT:

05/11/2019: first written test (40%).

26th & 28th November & 3rd December 2019: Oral presentations (20%). All groups must hand over an outline
& bibliography of their presentation on the 26th.

14/01/2020: second written test (40%).

These dates may be modified slightly due to class suspensions or due to adjustments to the course's content.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Oral presentation in group on a subject determined by the
professor

20% 4.5 0.18 4, 7, 9, 10

Written test consisting of short answer and essay questions 40% 1.5 0.06 1, 2, 5, 6, 8, 7, 9, 10,
11, 3

Written test consisting of short answer and essay questions 40% 1.5 0.06 1, 2, 6, 8, 7, 9, 10, 11,
3

Bibliography

FOR ALL UNITS:

HOWATSON, M. C., Alianza, Madrid 1991.Diccionario de la literatura clásica, 

UNIT 0

CALVINO, I., , Tusquets, Barcelona 1997.Por qué leer los clásicos

ORDINE, N., , Quaderns Crema, Barcelona, 2017.Clàssics per a la vida

UNIT 1

PALMER, L.R., Barcelona 1984. Capítols I a VII.Introducción al latín, 

VALENTÍ FIOL, E., , reelaboracióN de P. L. Cano. VersióN cat. de J. Medina, Curial, BarcelonaSintaxi llatina
1979.

UNIT 2
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JENKINS, R. (ed.), , Barcelona 1995.El legado de Roma. Una nueva valoración

REYNOLDS D. L. - WILSON, N. G., , Gredos, Madrid 1986. Copistas y filólogos Compulsory reading.

UNIT 3

AGHION, I. ET AL., , Madrid 1997.Guía iconográfica de los héroes y dioses de la antigüedad

GRIMAL, P., Edicions de 1984, Barcelona 2008.Diccionari de mitologia grega i romana, 

UNIT 4

BEARD, M., , Crítica, Barcelona 2013.La herencia viva de los clásicos

BEARD, M., , Barcelona, Crítica, 2016.SPQR: Una historia de la Antigua Roma

CHRISTOL, M., Akal, Madrid 1991.De los orígenes de Roma a las invasiones bárbaras, 

GRIMAL, P., , Paidós, Barcelona 1999.La civilización romana. Vida, costumbres, leyes, artes

GRIMAL, P., Roma, Paidós, Barcelona 2005.Historia de 

JERPHAGNON, L., , Edhasa. Ensayo histórico, Barcelona 2007.Historia de la Roma antigua

JONES, P., , Crítica, Barcelona 2013.Veni, uidi, uici. Hechos, personajes y curiosidades de la antigua Roma

HACQUARD, G. ET AL., , Atenea, Madrid 2000.Guía de la Roma Antigua

LANE FOX, R., , Crítica, Barcelona 2007.El mundo clásico. La epopeya de Grecia y Roma

RUZÉ, F., Akal, Madrid 2000.El mundo griego antiguo: de los palacios cretenses a la conquista romana, 

UNIT 5

CODOÑER, C. (ed.), , Salamanca 1997.Géneros literarios latinos

CODOÑER, C. (ed.), , Cátedra, Madrid 1997.Historia de la literatura latina

VON ALBRECHT, M., , 2 vols., Herder, Barcelona 1997 (Historia de la literatura romana The first two books
; the third provides a fuller account on theirserve as a complement to the classroom lectures on literary genres

reception in other literatures).

For the historical contextualization of the literary works:

CURTIUS, E. R., , 2 vols., Mèxic 1978.Literatura europea y edad media latina

HIGHET, G., 2 vols., Mèxic 1954.La tradición clásica, 

JENKINS, R. (ed.), , Crítica, Barcelona 1995 (caps. I, II, IX, X).El legado de Roma. Una nueva valoración

JENKINS, R., , Crítica, Barcelona 2015.Un paseo por la literatura de Grecia y Roma

Note that the introduction to the readings is compulsory.

WEB RESOURCES

http://pagines.uab.cat/classichum/
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http://www.culturaclasica.com

http://interclassica.um.es

http://www.xtec.cat/~sgiralt/
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