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Prerequisites

A commitment to attend class sessions and actively participate in them is required.

Students must be able to read texts in Catalan, Spanish, English, French and lItalian.

Objectives and Contextualisation
Academic, scientific, political and ethical proposal:

The course is an introduction to the study of the contemporary city as a neuralgic center of the political,
economic, social and cultural dynamics of today's increasingly urbanized society. From the perspective of the
social and human sciences, the global urbanization process and the problems it poses are exposed. The most
significant moments in the recent history of urban transformations are highlighted with the explanation of
concrete cases, with particular attention to the case of Barcelona. The different conceptions of the city in social
thought and the main tendencies of urbanism in Europe and North America are analyzed, as well as, more
superficially, in the "Third World". The relationship between city and culture is approached from different areas:
the new multicultural social reality, the role of culture in urban requalification and the relationship between city,
literature and cinema.

It seeks to learn to:

- read the changes that are taking place in the city, understood as a reality inherited in a constant process of
construction;

- understand the city as the result of the actions of different social agents, each of them pursuing different
political, social and economic interests, framed in changing cultural contexts according to the dynamics of each
historical moment;

- interpret the different dimensions of urban reality in the globalization scenario, which enhances the role of
cities as managers of the world economy while accentuating their internal social and cultural problems;



- build a critical view of the urban fact, understood as: an ethical commitment and a political positioning facing
the injustices, imbalances and inequalities that occur in the contemporary city; a social implication in the
transformation of the city, as citizens and as scientists; a capacity to generate a critical and own discourse in
front of the urban reality, and before the external and dominant discourses.

- refer this conceptual and practical baggage in the most immediate urban reality, that is, metropolitan
Barcelona.

Competences

Geography and Spatial Planning

® Analysing and interpreting urban problems.

® Mastering the necessary theoretical knowledge in order to pose geographical problems in an integrated
way and combining a generalist approach with a specialised analysis.

® Respecting the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.

® Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

Humanities

® |nterpreting social and cultural diversity.

® Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

Learning Outcomes

1. Contrasting and comparing relevant geographical data.

2. Describing spatial relationships of the physical, economic, social and cultural diversity of territories on
different territorial scales.

3. Describing the main characteristics in general of the contemporary city, and specially in metropolitan
regions.

4. Describing the main characteristics in general of the contemporary city, and specially in metropolitan

regions.

Describing the main economic, social and cultural contemporary problems in the world.

Engaging in geographical debates respecting the other participants' opinions.

Posing problems related to contemporary cities.

Summarising characteristics of a written text according to its communicative purposes.
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Content
(Very) orientative program
Structure and configuration of urban space

- The city: a reflection on the contemporary urban phenomenon. The city in social thought. The city, social
product. Urban social agents. The urban acceleration of the contemporary world.

The city of the 19th century: social reform and the origins of modern urbanism.

- Europe: industrialization and urbanization; the emergence of large cities. The urban social issue and the
origins of modern urbanism. Urban Utopias. Garden city. City and modernity. City and literature

The city of the 20th century: between the suburb and the ghetto



- From the city-factory to the tertiary metropolis. Urban transformations in Europe. The rationalist movement
and the reformist urban planning. The North American experience: the creation of the suburban city. City and
cinema

The postmodern city: culture, representation, difference

- The informational revolution and late capitalism: the renewed protagonism of cities and their productive and
locational logic. Globalization and formation of a world system of cities. Big cities, main cities, global cities. The
increasing complexity of the postindustrial urban space: from the compact city to the dispersed urbanization.
The current urban culture and urban renewal policies. Architecture and urban form. City and real estate
speculation. Competition and competitiveness between cities. The city in the "underdeveloped" countries. City
and music

The scenarios of the contemporary city

- Urban social polarization. The dual city. The spaces of the dual city: areas of overcentrality; degraded
peripheries; ethnic ghettos; elitist gentrification; closed communities. The spectacle city: leisure, culture,
consumption. Cities for sale, urban marketing (museums, tourism, shopping centers). The hyperreal city; the
disneyficated city; the themed city. The memory of the city. The sustainable city: the environmental crisis.
Public space and citizenship. Hybridity and multiculturalism. The rebel city. City and graffiti

Practices on construction and destruction, use and resistance in the neoliberal city

- Community and coexistence: social relations in the city. The spaces of difference, division and exclusion. The
policies in/of the urban space. Capital and culture: gentrifying the city. Urban stories: identity and subjectivity in
the city; urban social integration. Building urban territories: urban cultures and spatial strategies. Housing and
speculation. Urban social movements: citizenship and participation. Use and resistance in/of the public spaces
of the neoliberal city. Infrastructures, transport, mobility. Urban planning, strategic plans, urban projects

Barcelona

The final and effectively valid program of the subject will be distributed during the first class session of the
course.

Methodology
Structure of the course

Presential classes are "theoretical" (exposition by the teacher) and "practical" (readings, debates in forum
based on texts).

In the UAB's Moodle there is essential documentation and information for the course, both regarding the
organizational aspects of the subject and in relation to the thematic contents of it. It is important to access
Moodle often.

Possible teaching-learning strategies developed by the teacher:
- teaching in master classes;

- organization of the forum and debate sessions;

- teaching of practical sessions;

- proposal and guide in mandatory readings;

- tutorials of the essays;

- case development;



- eventually, participation of external speakers;

- eventually, field trips and visits to exhibitions.

Activities that, foreseeably, the students will realize:

- unavoidable presence/follow-up to class sessions;

- necessary participation in the forum and debate sessions;

- necessary participation in the practical sessions;

- systematic reading of mandatory texts; presentation of summaries and reviews;
- presence to eventual field trips and visits to exhibitions;

- development of a short essay (written, individual, supervised by the teacher);

- preparation and public presentation (oral, in group, tutored by the teacher) of a discussion forum on a topic
related to geographical thought;

- a written or oral test.

By imposition, the teaching guide of this course includes the formula of citing some "competences”, "hours",
“training activities" and "learning outcomes", even though they do not correspond to the teacher's criteria.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Theoretical sessions 50 2 4,7

Type: Supervised

Practical sessions 10 0.4 1,4,6,7

Type: Autonomous

Autonomous activities 40 1.6 1,7

Assessment
Evaluation and reevaluation
Evaluation of the theoretical classes:

- Short creative essay. Written, individual. [The evaluation will assess the appropriate expression, coherence in
the development, bibliography management, originality, etc.].

- Individual test. [The evaluation will assess the assimilation of knowledge, the capacity for analysis, synthesis
and interpretation].

Evaluation of practical classes:

- Thematic discussion-forum based on the proposed readings. Collective work (oral and written) directed by
two or three speakers following the calendar established in the first class session. Once presented, the



speakers will have a week to deliver it in written or graphic form (non-extendable). [The evaluation will assess
the preparation -including tutorials with the teacher-, the oral presentation and presentation -in group- of the
debate-forum, the correct and adequate oral expression, bibliography management, the team work, the graphic
presentation of the results].

- Written summary of each of the mandatory readings. Individual work. A minimum of abstracts must be
submitted. [The evaluation will assess the capacity for synthesis and capture-abstraction of the main ideas; the
presence, attitude, participation and contributions in the class discussions made from the readings will be
valued in a special way].

- Participation at class.

In order to be evaluated, all the evaluable parts must be submitted-presented, have attended a minimum of
75% of the class sessions and have actively participated in the class sessions and discussion-forum. The
non-presentation of any of the evaluable parts will lead to a "Not evaluated" as the final grade.

As stated in the "Protocol de Reavaluacioé de la Facultat de Filosofia i Lletres", in order to be re-evaluated it is
necessary to have presented all the evaluable parts and to have approved the corresponding parts to the
practical classes (discussion-forum and abstracts of readings). Only creative essay and individual proof may be
reevaluated. In the re-evaluation, the overall maximum score will be 5. The re-evaluation will not serve, in any
case, to "improve grade".

The definitive and effectively valid evaluation criteria will be known during the first class session of the curs.

The copy or plagiarism of material, both in essays and examinations, constitute a crime that will be sanctioned
with a zero in the activity. In case of recidivism the entire subject will be suspended. It should be remembered
that a essay that reproduces all or a large part of the work of another partner is considered a "copy".
"Plagiarism" is the fact of presenting all or part of a text by another author as his own, without citing the
sources, whether on paper or in digital form. See UAB documentation on "plagiarism" at:
http://wuster.uab.es/web_argumenta_obert/unit_20/sot_2_01.html

Assessment Activities

Learnin
Weighting Hours ECTS Outcomges

Discussion forum based in proposed readings 15% 5 0.2 3,2,6,7
Individual test 40% 5 0.2 7

Short basic essay 30% 20 0.8 1,4,5,7
Written summary of the proposed readings and participation in 15% 20 0.8 3,6,7,8
class
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