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Ethics and Political Philosophy Seminar

Code: 100289
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Degree Type Year Semester
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Teachers

Jesús Hernández Reynes

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this course

Objectives and Contextualisation

In this academic year 2019-2020, the aim of the  is to study someSeminar on Ethics and Political Philosophy
concepts of political philosophy through the work of the historian of political ideas John N. Gray.

Competences

Philosophy
Analysing and summarising the main arguments of fundamental texts of philosophy in its various
disciplines.
Recognising and interpreting topics and problems of philosophy in its various disciplines.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.

Learning Outcomes

Accurately drawing up normative texts.
Carrying out a planning for the development of a subject-related work.

Correctly, accurately and clearly communicating the acquired philosophical knowledge in oral and
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Correctly, accurately and clearly communicating the acquired philosophical knowledge in oral and
written form.
Developing self-learning strategies.
Discriminating the features that define the writer's place in the context of a problem and reorganising
them in a consistent diagram.
Distinguishing and outlining the fundamental content of a philosophical text.
Recognising, with a critical eye, philosophical referents of the past and present and assessing its
importance.

Content

Politics against philosophy. About the political thought of John N. Gray

John Nicholas Gray (b. 1948) is known as a scholar of liberalism, from Mill to Hayek. He can also be placed in
the line of Isaiah Berlin, to whom he has dedicated very solvent writings, and as a defender of the new right, a
mixture of economic liberalism and British conservatism. But, paradoxically, Gray is more recently known to be
a fierce critic of the idea of a global free market. This is true especially from his 1998 book False Dawn: The

 (with a second revised edition in 2009). Gray recovers (with corrections) KarlDelusion of Global Capitalism
Polanyi's thesis, manifested in the 1944 work The Great Transformation. The Political and Economic Origins of

, of the incompatibility between the social fact and the practice of the free market.Our Time

Naturally, his liberal choice caused Gray to confront left-wing political thinking. The left, especially during the
20th century, shows its eagerness to impose a universal principle, with enlightened roots, through a totally
harmful utopianism. Well, Gray will end up criticising liberalism for this very reason. The new right, according to
Gray, only adopts a utopianism, also of enlightened root. John N. Gray is, in this sense, a follower of the
philosopher Michael Oakeshott, that is, a conservative reluctant to adopt ideological principles as a guide for
political practice.

On the other hand, in a line that resonates with certain ideas of historian Michael Burleigh, Gray describes the
religious nature of the great political movements of our time. It is a mistake, according to him, to pose political
life as if progress had led to an era in which religion would have been overcome by a universalizing
rationalism.

The subject will be divided into three thematic blocks, which will correspond strictly to the course schedule.

Topics:

Against rationalist universalism
The free market as a construct
Enlightened utopianism
Two types of liberalism

Criticism of the idea of progress
Belief in the control of one's own human evolution.
Will as an illusion.
The freedom of the puppet.

Conservatism and the acceptance of reality.
Do not submit to what is not negotiable
Obsession with transcending mortality
Like animals
Monotheism and humanity: creations of the imagination

Methodology

The classes consist of an exposition and discussion of texts by John N. Gray. Interventions of the teacher and
the participating students are foreseen.
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The dynamics of the class makes it necessary to read the texts outside the classroom timetable, which will
then be dealt with in the classroom.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures 15 0.6 4, 5, 6, 2, 7

classes 30 1.2 5, 7

Type: Supervised

tutorship 15 0.6 3, 1, 4

Type: Autonomous

Readings and studies 75 3 3, 1, 2

Assessment

The evaluation will be made on four activities: three partial exams distributed throughout the course, at the end
of each corresponding section of the syllabus. The weighted value of each of them is 30%. The fourth activity
is participatory. The interventions in class of each student will be qualified. Its weighted value is 10%.

The evaluation of all the activities will be reviewed individually in the teacher's office, on a date that will be
announced in due course through the Virtual Campus.

On the date established by the Faculty, the exams will be recovered through a final exam, with a weighted
value of up to 90%, correlative to the value of the exams that must be recovered (i.e., there will be a recovery
for each of the partial exams and the three, two or only one can be recovered). The participatory part cannot
be recovered. According to the current regulations, in order to make up, it is necessary to have participated in
class and to have taken at least two partial exams. The final grade is the weighted average of all the evaluated
activities.

A student who does not present himself/herself to a minimum of 2/3 evaluation activities, that is, those who
would not have the conditions to be able to present themselves, in their case, to recovery, is considered
non-evaluable.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Class participation 10% 10.5 0.42 4, 6, 2

Three partial exams 90% 4.5 0.18 3, 1, 4, 5, 7
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