
Use of Languages

YesSome groups entirely in Spanish:

NoSome groups entirely in Catalan:

NoSome groups entirely in English:

spanish (spa)Principal working language:

Contact

Monica.Delgado@uab.catEmail:

Mónica Delgado CarreiraName:

2019/2020

1.  
2.  
3.  

4.  

Philosophy of Language

Code: 100313
ECTS Credits: 6

Degree Type Year Semester

2500246 Philosophy OB 3 1

Prerequisites

There are not prerequisits.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The objective of this subject is to introduce students to some of the most central questions of current
philosophy from the perspective of the philosophical study of language.

Competences

Analysing and summarising the main arguments of fundamental texts of philosophy in its various
disciplines.
Recognising and interpreting topics and problems of philosophy in its various disciplines.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Thinking in a critical and independent manner on the basis of the specific topics, debates and problems
of philosophy, both historically and conceptually.

Learning Outcomes

Ability to maintain an appropriate conversation.
Analysing historical cases about scientific facts.
Autonomously searching, selecting and processing information both from structured sources
(databases, bibliographies, specialized magazines) and from across the network.

Demonstrating a personal stance over a problem or controversy of philosophical nature, or a work of
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Demonstrating a personal stance over a problem or controversy of philosophical nature, or a work of
philosophical research.
Distinguishing and outlining the fundamental content of a philosophical text.
Explaining aspects of the history of philosophy by using the discipline's specific terminology.
Explaining the specific notions of the History of Philosophy.
Identifying the main ideas of a related text and drawing a diagram.
Reading basic philosophical text thoroughly.
Recognising, with a critical eye, philosophical referents of the past and present and assessing its
importance.
Reflecting on their own work and the immediate environment's in order to continuously improve it.
Using suitable terminology when drawing up an academic text.

Content

The philosophy of language is concerned with a large number of topics, such as: meaning, notions of reference
and truth, the semantics of various linguistic constructions, epistemological and ontological issues related to
language, the relation of language with the thought, the relation of the language and the extramaringuistic
reality, the acts of speech, the regulation of the communicative interchanges, the figurative use of the
language, the use of the language to the fiction, etc. Since it is not possible to address all these questions in an
introductory course, the course will focus on some of the topics that are most relevant in recent philosophical
research on language and the far-reaching consequences in other areas of philosophy . The course will focus
on the thinking of the first and second Wittgenstein, but we will also make references to Frege, Russell, Quine,
Kripke, Putnam, Austin, Searle and Grice. Programming of the subject

1. Basic concepts of language philosophy

2. Analytical Philosophy and Language Philosophy: the variants of the linguistic turn.

3. Origin: problem of the foundation of mathematics

4. Wittgenstein. Life and work

5. The Wittgenstein Tractatus

5.1 Transcendental argument to the Tractatus

5.2. Formalistic vision of language

5.3 Language and world

5.4 Show and say

5.5 Ethical and aesthetic mysticism

5.6 The function of philosophy

6. The Ethics conference

7. The Philosophical Investigations of Wittgenstein.

7.1 The problems of the Tractatus

7.2 The new function of philosophy

7.3 The argument against private languages

7.4 Follow a rule

7.5 Forms of life

8. The aesthetic theory of the second Wittgenstein.
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8. The aesthetic theory of the second Wittgenstein.

Methodology

It consists of three elements:

1. Theoretical classes: They will consist of the classroom exposition by the teacher of the theory. Attendance is
recommended although it is not mandatory.

2. Practical classes: Commentary of distributed texts in the classroom.

3. Student's work: Students must complete a series of lectures proposed by the teacher outside the lecture
hours.

The theoretical classes and the practices will alternate throughout the course.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Text comments 19 0.76 4, 5, 8, 9, 10

Exposition of concepts and theories. 30 1.2 4, 8, 10

Type: Supervised

Clarification of doubts. 23 0.92 4, 5, 8, 9, 10, 11

Type: Autonomous

Study of the concepts and theories introduced in class. 50 2 4, 5, 8, 9, 10

Readings of selected texts 25 1 5, 8, 9

Assessment

The assessment consists of three parts. Two will consist of a theoretical test of the topics covered in the class
and the other will be based on the comments of texts worked by the student.

The re-evaluation will be made to the date officially fixed for the final exam for those students who have not
reached 5 points. Students who have not done any of the tests or any of them may also submit to this
re-assessment test. Likewise, students who wish to raise a note can submit to this re-assessment test.

Students who have not submitted to any test will prove to be 'non-evaluable'.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Practices of text comments and exercises 10% 1 0.04 4, 5, 8, 9, 1, 10, 11

Proof of theoretical questions 1. 45% 1 0.04 3, 4, 5, 7, 12, 8, 9, 10

Proof of theoretical questions 2 45% 1 0.04 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9
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