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Prerequisites
There are no prerequisites to enroll in this course. However, it is recommended students pass "Criminal Law"
and "Introduction to Law" with an above average mark.

Objectives and Contextualisation
This course aims to develop students' ability to identify institutional approaches to crime as complex political
decisions involving different inputs and interests, which go beyond the effectiveness of prevention. Moreover,
the course intends to encourage critical thought about the principles, the motivations, the aims, the functions
and the ideologies in regard to crime policy options. Finally, at the end of the course students should be able to
identify the current trends in crime policy, as defined by relevant literature, and to match them with specific
political decisions (on issues such as terrorism, gender violence, drugs, immigration, petty property offences
and sexual offences).

Competences
Ability to analyse and summarise.
Drawing up an academic text.
Generating innovative and competitive proposals in research and professional activity.
Reflecting on the foundations of criminology (theoretical, empirical and ethical-political ones) and
expressing this in analysis and propositions.
Students must be capable of autonomously updating their criminological knowledge.
Students must demonstrate they know a variety of criminal policies in order to face criminality and its
different foundations.
Verbally transmitting ideas to an audience.
Working autonomously.
Working in teams and networking.

Learning Outcomes
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Learning Outcomes
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9.

Ability to analyse and summarise.
Applying the variety of criminal policies and their foundations in the criminological field.
Drawing up an academic text.
Generating innovative and competitive proposals in research and professional activity.
Inferring the scientific knowledge of criminology in the applied field.
Students must show interest for the scientific updates in the criminological field.
Verbally transmitting ideas to an audience.
Working autonomously.
Working in teams and networking.

Content
Topic 1: Introduction to the concept of "Crime Policy".
Topic 2: "Criminology", "Crime policy" and "Criminal law": differences and interrelationships.
Topic 3: Criminology and its influence on Crime Policy.
Topic 4: Limits to crime policy in a social and democratic State subject to the rule of law
Topic 5: The influence of the media and lobbies on Crime Policy
Topic 6: The influence of Supranational Organizations on Crime Policy
Topic 7: Legislator's discourse and its effects on applied Crime Policy
Topic 8: Characteristics of contemporary Criminal Law: The crisis of penal welfarism.
Topic 9: Trends in contemporary Spanish criminal law: "Feindstrafrecht"(Derecho penal del enemigo); Derecho
penal de la seguridad; "Risikostrafrecht" (Derecho penal del riesgo)
Topic 10: Crime policies at the autonomic and local level
Topic 11: Crime policy at the judicial and penitentiary level
Topic 12: Trends in contemporary Crime Policy: the restorative paradigm

Methodology
Introductory session. Part of the first lesson will be devoted to explaining objectives, methodology and
evaluation criteria. Attendance to this first session is very important because, besides clarifying the above
aspects, students will be shown how to use the online platform which will be used during the course.
The first workshop will be devoted to the organization of the workgroups and to an explanation of what the
group project will consist of. The group project will be due around the end of November.
Lectures. Lectures will present the theoretical aspects of each topic of the course.
Individual work. Students will be expected to study the assigned readings in order to strengthen and deepen
their understanding of the lectures. In other words, students should not only study the notes they take during
lectures but should also broaden their knowledge of each topic of the course by making use of the provided
bibliographic material.
Workshops. The workshops will usually be devoted to working on case studies, in order to strengthen
theoretical knowledge.
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Individual attention. Students will be offered personal tutorials, both to clarify some doubts about specific topics
of the course and to discuss his/her on-going evaluation process.
All the activities described above will be complemented with conferences offered by experts who will provide
students with practical examples of some of the topics of the course.

Activities
Title

Hours

ECTS

Learning Outcomes

Introductory activity

1

0.04

2

Lecture Classes

18.5

0.74

2, 5, 6

Workshops

19.5

0.78

2, 5, 6, 1, 7, 9

106

4.24

2, 5, 6, 3, 1, 7, 8, 9

Type: Directed

Type: Autonomous
Individual work and group work

Assessment
Attendance
Attendance to lectures and workshops is compulsory. Therefore, a student who does not attend at least 80% of
the course will not be able to be assessed. Absences will be allowed only in case of medical reasons or
outstanding circumstances. An absence note will be required. Any academic reason for absence should be
previously authorized by the professor. Attendance will be taken for both lectures and workshops.
Continuous evaluation (60% of the final mark).
During the course, 3 continuous evaluation activities will be carried out. These will be worth the 60% of the final
mark. Two of them will check the students' understanding and knowledge of the compulsory reading material
and may consist of answering short questions (20% of the final mark, 10% each). The third evaluation activity
will consist of the group project, which will be presented before the rest of the class in one of the workshops
(40% of the final mark).
In order to pass the continuous evaluation, students will have to attend the exams and actively participate in
the group project and presentation.
All activities will be scheduled and then published in advance on the online platform.
In order to pass the course, students will have to obtain a minimum mark of 5 in each of the evaluation
activities. Students who do not obtain the minimum mark will be able to resit for that activity during the
reassessment period.
Final exam (40% of the final mark).
At the end of the course, students will be examined on the entire contents of the course. The exam will consist
of answering to 4 questions. Students who fail the exam will be allowed to resit for the exam.
Active participation
Students who demonstrate through active participation that they have achieved an above average mastery of
the course material and objectives will be rewarded with an increase ofthe final mark of up to 0,5 extra points.

Cheating
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Cheating
Cheating at any evaluation activity will imply a fail mark (0) and students will lose the right to a new
assessment. Plagiarism will lead to a fail mark (0) and to a warning. In the case of reoccurrence, the student
will be given a fail mark (0) and will lose the right to resit.

Assessment Activities
Title

Weighting

Hours

ECTS

Learning
Outcomes

Active class participation

Increase the final mark up to 0,5
points.

0

0

7, 9

Final exam

40%

5

0.2

2, 5, 3, 1, 8

Group work

40%

0

0

2, 5, 6, 3, 1, 7, 9

Minimum attendance to 80% of the
classes

Compulsory

0

0

2, 4, 5, 6, 1, 7, 9

Two reading tests

20% (10% each one)

0

0

2, 5, 3, 1, 8
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