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Prerequisites

A good command of (oral and written) Catalan language and a good command of standard grammar are
required. The contents of lexical morphology and basic syntax previously explained in "Llengua Catalana" (1st
course) are taken for granted.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The course of "Lexicologia i semàntica catalanes" consists in the study of morphological, syntactic and,
especially, semantic properties of the lexical units of Catalan.

This course is part of the compulsory subjects included in "Catalan Language: synchrony".

                                                       GOALS:
                                                                Specifically, in the field of lexical morphology, the student should be able:
                                                                - to analyze the morphological and syntactic structures of derivation and composition processes;
                                                               

 - to analyze the argument structure relations between lexical morphology and syntax;
                                                               

 - to solve problems that have to do with the morphological structure of lexical elements;
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 - to distinguish, from a lexical theory, what words are (im)possible.
                                                                
                                                                Specifically, in the field of semantics, the student should be able:
                                                                - to acquire a general perspective on how a formal theory of semantics conceives compositionality and the structuring of lexical meaning;
                                                               

 - to distinguish which aspects of the lexical meaning are relevant to grammar and which are not;
                                                               

 - to solve problems that refer to the semantic structure of words;
                                                               

 - to acquire a general perspective on how a cognitive theory of language conceives meaning from general skills involved in human cognition;
                                                               

 - to analyze idioms and idiomatic expressions of Catalan with the tools of cognitive semantics;
                                                               

 - to analyze the meaning relations among words with the tools of cognitive semantics.

Competences

Catalan Language and Literature
Analyze, with the help of the concepts of linguistic theory and the contributions of applied linguistics
where appropriate, major phonetic properties, phonological, morphological, syntactic, lexical and
semantic of the Catalan language, its evolution throughout history and its current structure.
Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
other languages.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills in order to undertake further training with a high
degree of autonomy.

Catalan and Spanish
Analyse, with the help of the concepts of linguistic theory and contributions of applied linguistics when
appropriate, the main properties phonetic, phonological, morphological, syntactic, lexical and semantic
Catalan language, its evolution throughout history its current structure.
Develop critical thinking and reasoning and knowing how to communicate effectively both in your
mother tongue and in other languages.
Students can apply the knowledge to their own work or vocation in a professional manner and have the
powers generally demonstrated by preparing and defending arguments and solving problems within
their area of study.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills in order to undertake further training with a high
degree of autonomy.

English and Catalan
Analyse, with the help of the concepts of linguistic theory and contributions of applied linguistics when
appropriate, the main properties phonetic, phonological, morphological, syntactic, lexical and semantic
Catalan language, its evolution throughout history its current structure.
Develop critical thinking and reasoning and knowing how to communicate effectively both in your
mother tongue and in other languages.

Students can apply the knowledge to their own work or vocation in a professional manner and have the
2



1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

5.  
6.  
7.  
8.  

9.  
10.  

Students can apply the knowledge to their own work or vocation in a professional manner and have the
powers generally demonstrated by preparing and defending arguments and solving problems within
their area of study.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills in order to undertake further training with a high
degree of autonomy.

Learning Outcomes

Apply appropriate and thoughtfully prescriptive principles of oral and written standard Catalan.
Dominate oral and written expression in Catalan.
Express themselves in Catalan ortofònica correctness standard.
Knowing the principles of lexical semantics affecting the internal structure of words and their syntactic
combinatorics.
Master oral and written expression in Catalan.
Producing a written text that is grammatically and lexically correct.
Producing an oral text that is grammatically and lexically correct.
Properly apply the knowledge gained to data collection and management of documentary sources
application to the study of Catalan language and literature.
Work independently in the synchronic and diachronic study of Catalan language and literature.
Working independently in the synchronic and diachronic study of Catalan language and literature.

Content

According to the subject of "Catalan Language: synchrony", the contents that must be dealt with in the course
"Lexicologia i semàntica catalanes" are the following ones:

(i) Syntactic and semantic properties of lexical categories;

(ii) Internal structure of lexical elements;

(iii) Types of predicates;

(iv) Complex words (lexical morphology);

(v) Word meanings.

SYLLABUS:

1. Introduction to lexicology

Mental lexicon and grammar. Grammatical vs. encyclopaedic information of lexical entries. Grammatical vs.
encyclopedic meanings.
Semantic and conceptual structures. Complex word formation: derivation and composition. Types of
lexicalized/idiomatic expressions. Idioms and collocations.
Lexical morphology, lexical syntax, and lexical semantics.

2. Lexical semantics and grammar

Lexical-semantic classes of verbs. Stative verbs and verbs of change. Manner verbs and result verbs: on the
manner-result complementarity.
Lexical decomposition of verbs and semantic structure: event structure. Lexical aspect (Aktionsart): states,
activities, achievements, and accomplishments. Types of event structures.
Lexical-syntactic classes of verbs. Transitive, unergative, and unaccusative verbs. Lexical decomposition of
verbs and syntactic structure: the syntax of argument structure. Types of argument structures.
Lexical-syntactic formation of verbs: incorporation and conflation processes. Possible and impossible verbs.
Lexicalization patterns in motion events: the typological shift from Latin to Catalan.

Lexical morphology and inheritance of argument structure. Nominalizations. Process andresult
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Lexical morphology and inheritance of argument structure. Nominalizations. Process andresult
nominals.Complex nouns with agent and instrumental meanings.
Adjectival derived words: the case of adjectives in "-ble". Compounding and argument structure. Types of
compounds. Catalan and the so-called 'Compounding Parameter'.

3. Lexical semantics and cognition
Conceptual content and semantic construal. Profile and base. Semantic frames and cognitive domains. The
theory of prototypes and idealized cognitive models. Cognitive semantics of spatial relations.
Conceptual metaphors and image schemata. Metaphors and idioms. Cognitive semantics and sense relations:
polysemy, hyponymy, synonymy, antonymy, meronymy, etc.

Methodology

The "directed activities" assume the problem-solving methodology and will consist of: (i) presentations of the
relevant subject with discussion of the problems that arise; (ii) classroom practices that, based on the study of
specific cases, aim to reinforce theoretical knowledge and develop the capacity for analysis.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom practices 17 0.68 8, 1, 4, 2

Lectures and syllabus exposition 35 1.4 8, 1, 4

Type: Supervised

Seminar discussion of bibliography and resolution of theory-based practical
exercises

19 0.76 8, 1, 6, 7, 4, 2

Type: Autonomous

Study of class notes and bibliography 40 1.6 8, 1, 6, 7, 4, 2, 5,
10, 9

Assessment

The evaluation will be based on three activities:

(a) Final exam: 50%

(b) Exercises of lexical-semantic analysis: 40%

(c) Review of a book: 10%

Regarding the "re-evaluation", the students are entitled to do it if they have obtained an average grade of not
less than . In order to be able to participate in this re-evaluation, the students must have been previously3,5
evaluated in activities (a) and (b). The maximum grade that can be obtained for the re-evaluation is . The5
completion of 30% of the evaluation tasks (review / exercises / exam) excludes the possibility of obtaining the
"Non-avaluable" qualification as the final mark of the course.
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Regarding the procedure for the revision of the grades, the teacher will inform the students of the procedure
and date of review of the grades at the time of passing each evaluation activity.

In the event that the student commits any irregularity that can lead to a significant variation of the grade of an
evaluation act, this evaluation act will be qualified with 0, regardless of the disciplinary process that can be
instructed. In case there are several irregularities in the evaluation acts of the same subject, the final grade of
this subject will be 0.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Book review 10% 7 0.28 8, 1, 6, 7, 4, 3, 5, 10

Final exam 50% 4 0.16 8, 1, 6, 4, 3, 2, 5, 10, 9

Lexical analysis exercises 40% 28 1.12 8, 1, 6, 7, 4, 3, 2, 5, 10, 9
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