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Prerequisites

Prerequisites for the course are:

General knowledge of anthropology.
Computer skills at the basic user level.
It is recommended to have participated in the course "Research Techniques in Social and Cultural
Anthropology" previous to this course.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The objectives of the course are the following:

To acquire knowledge about the general models of collection, management, treatment and analysis of
qualitative and quantitative information needed to carry out anthropological research.
To obtain experience in the use of the main software related to research in anthropology: bibliographic
references management, transcription, qualitative data analysis, cultural consensus analysis, social
network analysis, basic statistics, etc., as well as the more common office tools.

To design processes of collection, cleaning, management and analysis of large amounts of data from
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To design processes of collection, cleaning, management and analysis of large amounts of data from
various sources for anthropological research.

Competences

Producing cultural diversity materials that could have a critical impact on the common sense
conceptions.
Respecting the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Using the procedures, techniques and instrumental resources to the fulfilment of ethnographic fieldwork.

Learning Outcomes

Ability to maintain an appropriate conversation.
Adopting a holistic perspective to the research problem's statement and analysing human institutions
within wider cultural configurations.
Analysing a contemporary fact from an anthropological perspective.
Analysing data critically from anthropological investigations and reports.
Applying the current ethical codes to the ethnographic fieldwork.
Applying the knowledge of cultural variability and its genesis to avoid ethnocentric projections.
Carrying out an individual work that specifies the work plan and timing of activities.
Engaging in debates about historical and contemporary facts and respecting the other participants'
opinions.
Establishing reliable ethnological relationships with subjects that encourage the production and
trustworthiness of data.
Explaining the work's results narratively in accordance with the critical standards of discipline and
bearing in mind the different target audiences.
Obtaining and recording ethnographic data by applying the different collection and analysis techniques,
specially by using qualitative procedures and the practice of the participant observation.
Operationalizing theoretical concepts and testing explanations of the sociocultural phenomena.
Relating elements and factors involved in the development of scientific processes.
Selecting the appropriate techniques for each research design.
Solving problems autonomously.
Using suitable terminology when drawing up an academic text.

Content

The contents of the subject are structured in different thematic blocks:
                                                                1. Introduction to information management
                                                                2. Research ethics and the code of good practices of scientific research at the UAB
                                                                3. Search of literature and statistical data (ISI-Web of Knowledge / Scopus / Google Scholar, Webs INE / IDESCAT)
                                                                4. Management of bibliographical references (Mendeley)
                                                                5. Fieldwork: Audiovisual tools, web surveys (SurveyMonkey / Google Forms)
                                                                6. Data processing and analysis: Transcription of interviews (tools for transcription such as Express Scribe), introduction to the coding and analysis of qualitative information (Atlas.ti), introduction to the analysis of quantitative information (Excel)
                                                                7. Special tools in anthropology: Analysis of cultural consensus (UCINET), analysis of social networks (e.g., Vennmaker) and genealogies
                                                                8. Presentation of results: Preparation of texts with Word (Templates, construction of indexes and tables), and the use of images
                                                                9. Other resources
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Methodology

In this course, we distinguish between theoretical classes and laboratory practices.

.Theoretical classes

In the theoretical classes there will be an introduction by the teacher, with examples and discussions with the
participants. In these classes, readings will be recommended according to the interests of the participants, and
slides and internet connections will be used when appropriate. In the Campus Virtual, summaries of the
themes will be posted according to the dynamics of the classes. During some of the theoretical classes,
classroom exercises may be developed according to the dynamics of the classes. In these exercises, an
activity will be proposed in pairs or in small groups related to the syllabus. This activity will be collected, on
paper, at the end of the class and will be part of the continuous evaluation (participation).

Laboratory practices.

During these sessions, the students will perform an exercise with the software related to the theme of the class
(individually, in pairs or small groups, as indicated by the instructor), guided by the instructor. and by an
instruction sheet that allows students to perform the exercise on their own and at their own pace; the professor
will explain the instructions to the group and answer individual and group questions. The participants will
narratively present the results of these activities in reports in maximally one week after the laboratory session.

The dates and topics of the theoretical classes and the laboratory practices will be presented in the course
calendar, established from the first day. The professors will try to respect, as far as possible, the established
dates, but the students must take into account that the calendar can undergo minor modifications (due to
strikes, illness ...). Any change will be notified through the Campus Virtual. It is the student's responsibility to
stay informed of possiblechanges.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Laboratory practices 33 1.32 4, 7, 10, 11, 12, 8, 14

Theoretical classes 17 0.68 3, 6, 5, 2, 16, 1, 8, 13

Type: Supervised

Programmed exercises 38 1.52 7, 11, 14

Type: Autonomous

Readings and internet research 50 2 2, 9, 10, 11, 12, 15, 14

Assessment

The evaluation of the subject is understood as a continuous process evolving during the semester and will be developed through the following activities:
                                                                
1. Participation (20%)
                                                                Attendance to class and active participation in the theoretical classes, discussions and classroom practices (qualified with 0 or 1 for each class, the average of all classes is reconverted to a 0-2 scale to obtain 20% of the final grade). This partial evaluative activity is not recoverable at a date or a time after the established one.
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2. Quality of laboratory assignments and punctuality in the delivery of these (80%)

Students are asked to submit the report of the assignments in Catalan, Spanish or English (individually,
in pairs or groups, depending on the mode of work during the exercise). This report must be uploaded
to Moodle within a week of its completion, through the "Submission" option of the Campus Virtual.
The NIUs, surnames and names of the students must be included in the document and the report must
have a Word or PDF format (or sometimes the format of the program used).
The grading of each report will range from 0 to 3. The grades will be posted approximately within one
week after the deadline of submission.
For the set of practices, the average of the 14 grades will be taken and converted to a 0-8 scale to
obtain 80% of the final grade.
If it is not possible to submit reports within the established period, it can be done in the period of
reevaluation.

Re-evaluation

At the end of the course, a session of recovery of practices that have not been submitted will be
reserved for justified reasons (with official justification), as well as of assignments that have been
submitted but that were suspended. Non-submission is justifiable for the following reasons: work, family,
illness. To participate in the reevaluation, the student must have been previously evaluated [this does
not mean approved] in a set of activities of which the weight equals a minimum of 2/3 of the total score.
The re-evaluation will consist of redoing the suspended practices (based on different materials).
The final grade will be communicated through the Campus Virtual and a grade review session will be
scheduled.

General criteria: Following the evaluation regulations of studies at the UAB, the final qualification will be graded
at a 0-10 scale with a single decimal. To pass the course, a minimum final grade of 5.0 is needed, as a result
of the assessment procedure explained above. Students who engage in misconduct (plagiarism, copying,
personation, etc.) in an assessment activity will receive a mark of "0" for the activity in question. In the case of
misconduct in more than one assessment activity, the students involved will be given a final mark of "0" for the
subject. Students may not retake assessment activities in which they are found to have engaged in
misconduct. Plagiarism is considered to mean presenting all or part of an author's work, whether published in
print or in digital format, as one's own, i.e., without citing it. Copying is considered to mean reproducing all or a
substantial part of another student's work. In cases of copying in which it is impossible to determine which of
two students has copied the work of the other, both will be penalised. Please see the documentation of the
UAB about plagiarism on: http://wuster.uab.es/web_argumenta_obert/unit_20/sot_2_01.html.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Participation 20% 8 0.32 4, 6, 5, 9, 10, 1, 11, 12, 8, 13, 15, 14

Personal work 20% 2 0.08 4, 2, 7, 10, 16, 12

Programmed practices 60% 2 0.08 3, 15, 14
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