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Foreign language C for translators and interpreters 1
(Chinese)

Code: 101475
ECTS Credits: 9

Degree Type Year Semester

2500249 Translation and Interpreting FB 1 1

2500249 Translation and Interpreting OT 4 0

Teachers

Shu-Ching Liao Pan

Prerequisites

None

Objectives and Contextualisation

The aim of this subject is for students to begin acquiring the most basic linguistic knowledge about Chinese, to
prepare them to translate from the language into their mother tongue. It is important that they assimilate its
content in order to keep on studying the language in the subsequent term and academic years.

On successfully completing this subject, students will be able to:

Recognise the basic graphic and lexical system and understand basic written expressions related to
their specific immediate environment.
Use the basic graphic and lexical system and produce basic written expressions related to their specific
immediate environment.

Competences

Translation and Interpreting
Producing written texts in a foreign language in order to translate.
Understanding written texts in a foreign language in order to translate.

Learning Outcomes

Applying lexical, morphosyntactic, textual, rhetorical and linguistic variation related knowledge: Applying
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Applying lexical, morphosyntactic, textual, rhetorical and linguistic variation related knowledge: Applying
graphic, lexical and morphosyntactic basic knowledge.
Applying lexical, morphosyntactic, textual, rhetorical and linguistic variation related knowledge: Applying
graphic, lexical and morphosyntactic knowledge.
Applying lexical, morphosyntactic, textual, rhetorical and linguistic variation related knowledge: Applying
graphic, lexical, morphosyntactic and textual related knowledge.
Applying lexical, morphosyntactic, textual, rhetorical and linguistic variation related knowledge: Applying
graphic, lexical, morphosyntactic, textual and linguistic variation related knowledge.
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of written texts of several fields:
Comprehending information of short and simple written texts about subjects related to the immediate
environment.
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of written texts of several fields:
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of a diverse typology of written texts about
general topics from a wide variety of fields and registers.
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of written texts of several fields:
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of a diverse typology of written texts about
general topics of well-known areas.
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of written texts of several fields:
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of written texts of a certain complexity about
personal and general topics of well-known areas.
Comprehending the communicative purpose and sense of written texts of several fields:
Comprehending the essential information of written texts about general topics.
Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts of different fields and with specific
communicative purposes: Implementing strategies in order to produce a diverse typology of written texts
of a certain complexity about general topics of well-known areas.
Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts of different fields and with specific
communicative purposes: Implementing strategies in order to produce really short and simple written
texts about topics related to the immediate environment.
Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts of different fields and with specific
communicative purposes: Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts about general
topics.
Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts of different fields and with specific
communicative purposes: Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts about topics related
to the immediate environment.
Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts of different fields and with specific
communicative purposes: Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts of a certain
complexity about personal and general topics of well-known areas.
Implementing strategies in order to produce written texts of different fields and with specific
communicative purposes: Implementing strategies to use the basic graphic and lexical system in order
to produce simple written expressions related to the immediate environment.
Implementing strategies in order to understand written texts from different fields: Implementing
strategies in order to comprehend a diverse typology of written texts about general topics of well-known
areas.
Implementing strategies in order to understand written texts from different fields: Implementing
strategies in order to comprehend a diverse typology of written texts of a certain complexity about
general topics from a wide variety of fields and registers.
Implementing strategies in order to understand written texts from different fields: Implementing
strategies in order to comprehend information of short and simple written texts related to the immediate
environment.
Implementing strategies in order to understand written texts from different fields: Implementing
strategies in order to comprehend verbal texts of a certain complexity about personal and general topics
of well-known areas.
Implementing strategies in order to understand written texts from different fields: Implementing
strategies in order to comprehend written texts about general topics.
Implementing strategies in order to understand written texts from different fields: Implementing
strategies in order to understand basic written expressions related to the immediate environment.
Producing written texts from different fields and with specific communicative purposes: Producing
simple academic texts, following standard models of discourse.

Producing written texts that are appropriate to their context and possess linguistic correctness:
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Producing written texts that are appropriate to their context and possess linguistic correctness:
Producing a diverse typology of written texts about general topics of well-known areas with specific
communicative purposes and following standard modes of discourse.
Producing written texts that are appropriate to their context and possess linguistic correctness:
Producing basic written expressions related to the immediate environment with linguistic correctness.
Producing written texts that are appropriate to their context and possess linguistic correctness:
Producing really short and simple texts about topics related to the immediate environment with linguistic
correctness.
Producing written texts that are appropriate to their context and possess linguistic correctness:
Producing written texts about general topics that are appropriate to their context.
Producing written texts that are appropriate to their context and possess linguistic correctness:
Producing written texts of a certain complexity about personal and general topics from well-known areas
and with specific communicative purposes, following standard modes of discourse.
Solving interferences between the working languages: Solving interferences from the language
combination with a certain degree of control.

Content

The subject comprises an introductory unit to the Chinese language and 5 thematic lessons. Its content can be divided into the following
types:

Phonological and graphic:

pronunciation and distinction of Standard Chinese phonemes, syllables and tones
Pinyin transcription system
basic principles of writing: character structure identification; division into components (sound and
meaning components); stroke order, number and type

Lexical and morphological:

identification of 70 basic common radicals
identification and writing of a minimum of 200 basic Chinese characters
understanding and usage of 400 basic common words related to everyday life

Grammar:

interrogative pronouns
adverbs
coverbs
measure words
prepositions and prepositional clauses (和; 对)
modal verbs (要,想,可以,会)
different types of negation
different types of predicates
different types of interrogative sentences
complements (degree, directional simple, resultative)
aspectual (了), modal (吧) and structural (的) particles
comparative sentences
serial verb constructions
coordinate sentences (也; 还; 不是……，而是…… ; 再说 / 而且; 还是 / 或者)
subordinate sentences

Communicative and sociocultural:

greetings
self-introduction (name, age, nationality)
family description
talking about studies
asking about who, how and when
suggesting, inviting, requesting
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suggesting, inviting, requesting
counting
ordering in a restaurant
giving opinions and arguments for and against an opinion
expressing actions completed or in progress
expressing present and future actions
expressing likes or preferences
comparing

Encyclopaedic:

basic general knowledge about Standard Chinese as a linguistic system
basic knowledge about some aspects of Chinese culture

Methodology

Learning activities are organised into three categories based on the degree of student autonomy involved:

Directed activities (70 h): each unit's content will be explained and there will be exercises involving the four
basic skills (reading, listening, writing and speaking), grammar points, vocabulary, translation, revision of
previous content, etc. These activities will be carried out individually or in pairs or larger groups.

Supervised activities (25 h): listening and speaking exercises and correction of exercises.

Autonomous activities (118 h): calligraphy, study of characters and vocabulary, preparation and review of texts
and new grammar points, correction of exercises, self-assessment.

Students will need to spend a total of around 20 hours on each teaching unit. To achieve the established
objectives students must attend class regularly, study new content in advance, carry out exercises and review
previous content.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Exercises involving the four basic skills (reading, listening, writing and
speaking), grammar points, vocabulary, translation, revision of previous
content, etc.

70 2.8 2, 3, 1, 21, 15

Type: Supervised

Listening and speaking exercises and correction of exercises 25 1 2, 3, 1, 21, 14, 10,
11, 12, 13, 15, 24,
27, 23, 25, 26, 22,
28

Type: Autonomous

Calligraphy, study of characters and vocabulary, preparation and review of
texts and new grammar points, correction of exercises, self-assessment

118 4.72 2, 3, 4, 1, 21, 18, 19,
17, 16, 20, 15, 5, 9,
8, 7, 6

Assessment
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Assessment is continuous. Students must provide evidence of their progress by completing tasks and tests.
Task deadlines will be indicated in the cours schedule on the first day of class.

Related matters

All information on assessment, assessment activities and their weighting is merely a guide. The subject's
lecturer will provide full information when teaching begins.

Review

When publishing final marks prior to recording them on students' transcripts, the lecturer will provide written
notification of a date and time for reviewing assessment activities. Students must arrange reviews in
agreement with the lecturer.

Missed/failed assessment activities

Students may retake assessment activities they have failed or compensate for any they have missed, provided
that those they have actually performed account for a minimum of 66.6% (two thirds) of the subject's final mark
and that they have a weighted average mark of at least 3.5. Under no circumstances may an assessment
activity worth 100% of the final mark be retaken or compensated for. In the case of retaking or compensating
for an assessment activity, the highest mark that can be obtained is 5.

The lecturer will inform students of the procedure involved, in writing, when publishing final marks prior to
recording them on transcripts. The lecturer may set one assignment per failed or missed assessment activity or
a single assignment to cover a number of such activities.

Classification as "not assessable"

In the event of the assessment activities a student has performed accounting for just 25% or less of the
subject's final mark, their work will be classified as "not assessable" on their transcript.

Misconduct in assessment activities

Students who engage in misconduct (plagiarism, copying, personation, etc.) in an assessment activity will
receive a mark of "0" for the activity in question. In the case of misconduct in more than one assessment
activity, the students involved will be given a final mark of "0" for the subject.

Students may not retake assessment activities in which they are found to have engaged in misconduct.
Plagiarism is considered to mean presenting all or part of an author's work, whether published in print or in
digital format, as one's own, i.e. without citing it. Copying is considered to mean reproducing all or a substantial
part of another student's work. In cases of copying in which it is impossible to determine which of two students
has copied the work of the other, both will be penalised.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Exam focusing on the application of
grammatical knowledge

30% 3 0.12 2, 3, 4, 1, 21, 18, 19, 17, 16, 20, 14, 10, 11,
12, 13, 15, 5, 9, 8, 7, 6, 24, 27, 23, 25, 26, 22,
28

Exam focusing on treading
comprehension and writing

40% 4 0.16 2, 3, 4, 1, 21, 18, 19, 17, 16, 20, 14, 10, 11,
12, 13, 15, 5, 9, 8, 7, 6, 24, 27, 23, 25, 26, 22,
28

Portfolio (vocabulary tests, written
exercices handwritten on paper)

30% 5 0.2 2, 3, 4, 1, 21, 18, 19, 17, 16, 20, 14, 10, 11,
12, 13, 15, 5, 9, 8, 7, 6, 24, 27, 23, 25, 26, 22,
28
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Online resources:

1. To practice phonetics and pinyin:

http://pinyin.info/readings/index.html

2. To practice pronounciation:

http://www.gencat.cat/llengua/BTPL/xines/sillabari
http://courses.fas.harvard.edu/~pinyin/
http://pinyinpractice.com/wangzhi/
http://www.standardmandarin.com/

3. To practice writing:

http://www.language.berkeley.edu/fanjian/toc.html
http://lost-theory.org/ocrat/chargif/
http://ce.linedict.com/dict.html#/cnen/home
http://www.zdic.net/
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