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Coastal Geography
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Degree Type Year Semester

2501002 Geography and Spatial Planning OT 3 0

2501002 Geography and Spatial Planning OT 4 0

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The objective of the course is to provide the basic knowledge so that the student understands the territorial,
environmental and social complexity of the coastal areas system and learn to analyze the problems of coastal
areas in an integrated and geographical way.
The course is divided into three main parts: in the first part, the coastal areas are analyzed - in a geographic
sense that is amplified from the physical point of view (formation, dynamics and morphology). The second part
analyzes the main ecosystems characteristics from the Mediterranean coast. The third part deals with the
relationship between society and coastal areas (uses, impacts, management and planning).
A field trip to a stretch of the Catalan coast is included in the course with the objective of seeing in person
many of the aspects related to the theory.

Competences

Geography and Spatial Planning
Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
other languages.
Identifying the spatial relationships on different territorial levels through the relationships between nature
and society through time dimension.
Mastering the necessary theoretical knowledge in order to pose geographical problems in an integrated
way and combining a generalist approach with a specialised analysis.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

Learning Outcomes

Contrasting and comparing relevant geographical data.

Distinguishing the spatial relationships on different territorial levels through the relationships between
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Distinguishing the spatial relationships on different territorial levels through the relationships between
nature and society in the Catalan, Spanish and European spheres.
Identifying the ideas and expressing them in various languages with linguistic correctness.
Posing problems related to the main geographical proposals of division of the World.

Content

1st part: Introduction to the coastal areas
1. The coastal areas system
2. The formation and evolution of the coast
3. The coastal dynamics
3. The morphology of the coast
2nd part: Ecosystems and Coastal Formations
1. Submerged ecosystems
2. Cliffs
3. Beaches and dune systems
4. Deltas and estuaries
5. Coastal wetlands
3rd part: Coastal areas and society
1. Human activities and impact on the coast
2. Coastal tourism
3. Fishing
4. Legislation and administration on the coast
5. Coastal areas and sustainability: environmental quality on the coast
6. Integrated coastal zone management

Methodology

The contents of the course will be developed through the following activities:
- Follow-up of the topics covered in the course (reading and study of the documents that make up the course's
materials).
- Read books and articles as a complement to the materials (some of them available on the Virtual Campus).
- Field trip of compulsory character, that will complement the theoretical knowledge of the course's materials
and will be the basis of a practical work.
- Elaboration of two practical works or assignments, with the tutoring of the professor.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom activities 1 0.04 1, 2, 3, 4

Field trip 8 0.32 1, 2, 3

Type: Supervised

Tutorials 19 0.76 1, 2, 3

Type: Autonomous

Autonomous work 60 2.4 1, 2, 3

Study 60 2.4 1, 2, 3, 4
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Assessment

The continuous assessment of the course will consist of:
1) The realization of a test that will evaluate the theoretical knowledge corresponding to the three thematic
parts of the course; and
2) The elaboration of two assignaments of a practical nature, related both to theoretical material and to the field
trip.
In the case that the student does not make the final exam, the final grade of the subject will be a No Valued.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Assignment 1 25 % 0 0 1, 2, 3

Assignment 2 25 % 0 0 1, 2, 3

Final exam 50 % 2 0.08 1, 2, 3, 4
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