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Prerequisites

It is recommended that you should previously have studied the following subjects: Pathology, Surgery and
Anesthesiology, Animal health I, II and III, Animal health and Epidemiology and Statistics.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The main objective of the subject is to provide the student with a basic knowledge, from the veterinary point of
view, of the wild autochthonous species and, fundamentally, in the aspects of handling (handling) and their
diseases. This subject responds to the increasing importance and social demand of this knowledge in the
veterinary collective.

1. To access and use autonomously sources of information and documentation, as well as regulations
applicable to management and pathology.

2. To classify and know the main characteristics of the autonomous wild species.

3. To know the basic principles of management (including the sanitary part) and conservation.
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4. To know the methods of capture and subsequent handling, transport and release, as well as the problems
associated with the different methodologies.

5. To know the dominant diseases in amphibians, reptiles, birds and mammals.

Competences

Analyse, synthesise and resolve problems and make decisions.
Assess and undertake epidemiological studies and therapeutic and preventive programs in accordance
with the standards of animal welfare, animal health and public health.
Attend to emergencies and perform first aid in veterinary science.
Collect, preserve and issue all types of samples with the corresponding report.
Demonstrate generic knowledge of animals, their behaviour and the bases of their identification.
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of standards and laws in the veterinary field and regulations
on animals and their trade.
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of structural and functional disorders of the animal
organism.
Demonstrate knowledge of the rights and duties of the veterinarian, with a special focus on ethical
principles
Diagnose the most common diseases using different general and instrumental techniques.
Make clinical records and accurate and complete clinical exploration of animals.
Perform basic analytical techniques and interpret the clinical, biological and chemical results, and
interpret the results of tests generated by other laboratories.
Perform the most common medical and surgical treatments of animals.
Prescribe and dispense medicines correctly and responsibly in accordance with legislation, and ensure
that the medicines and waste are stored and eliminated properly.
Recognise when euthanasia is necessary and perform it humanely by employing the appropriate
method.
Safely perform sedations and regional and general anaesthesia, and evaluate and control the pain.
Treat and handle animals in a safe and humanitarian manner, and instruct other people to properly
employ these techniques.

Learning Outcomes

Analyse, synthesise and resolve problems and make decisions.
Apply containment measures to animals as necessary to protect the integrity of the veterinarian without
causing them damage or stress, and be able to explain to other people how to do the same and
evaluate the efficiency and risks.
Apply ethical values that govern the behavior of veterinarians in clinical practice in relations with other
veterinarians.
Apply the concepts acquired for recognition and manipulation of instruments, manipulation of tissues,
haemostasis, drainage and sutures, as well as helping effectively in surgical interventions recognising
the typical instruments of surgical specialities (traumatology and orthopaedics, thoracic surgery,
ophthalmology, neurology, exotic...).
Collect samples from different species of autochthonous wildlife in accordance with destination (place
obtained, analysis of what should be done?).
Defend the ethical values that determine the decision making in diagnostic procedures, medical or
surgical treatment or any medical procedure, subject to the rights of animals and their owners.
Define the problems found in physical examinations or clinical record of an animal, and produce a list of
problems, differential diagnosis and the diagnostic protocol in all clinical specialities and for different
species.
Describe regulations on autochthonous wildlife that may have implications for veterinary activity.
Describe the behaviour of different species of autochthonous wildlife.
Diagnose the dominant diseases of the different species of autochthonous wildlife.
Dispense and administer fluids, drugs and other treatments indicated (O2?) for sick animals.
Employ the main methods of anaesthesia on different species of autochthonous wildlife.

Fill in anamnesis and exploration records in all clinical specialities.
2



13.  
14.  
15.  
16.  

17.  
18.  

19.  
20.  

21.  

22.  

23.  

24.  

25.  
26.  

27.  

28.  
29.  
30.  

31.  

32.  
33.  

34.  
35.  

Fill in anamnesis and exploration records in all clinical specialities.
Fill in reports on surgical and diagnostic techniques used on patients.
Handle different autochthonous wildlife species in a safe way for them and the veterinarian.
Hold animals when performing examinations, caring or taking samples in a way that causes the
minimum possible stress and be able to explain to other people how to do the same.
Identify autochthonous species of wildlife.
Identify the conditions in which euthanasia is the only possible option, or the most suitable, depending
on the general state of the sick animal and appropriately propose this to the owners.
Monitor animals during surgical and/or anaesthetic recovery in different species, including wildlife.
Objectively evaluate the pain of sick animals and decide on the analgesia scheme depending on the
species, age, location and cause of the pain and the state of the patient.
Obtain blood (jugular, cephalic, saphenous, arterial), synovial, peritoneal, AT, LBA and urine samples
from different animal species, and process them for dispatch to the laboratory.
Perform a hemogram and blood test with emergency equipment, and recognise the limitations of these
systems and defend interpretations.
Perform differential diagnoses and diagnostic plans, taking into account the available complementary
techniques applied to all clinical specialities and different species.
Plan the most suitable anaesthetic protocol depending on the animal species and the general state of
the patient, as well as the type of intervention required.
Properly apply euthanasia to small, equine and exotic animals.
Properly calculate the doses of medicine for different animal species. Know the limitations of some
drugs depending on the species or even the breed, as well as the specific contraindications.
Properly fill in forms requesting biopathological and histopathological analyses of pertinent samples of
pet, equine, exotic or zoo animals.
Recognise how the production of domestic animals can affect autochthonous wildlife.
Recognise personal limitations and know when to ask for professional advice and help.
Recognise regulations related with animal trading and actions and responsibilities of the veterinary
surgeon (pre and post purchase reports and examinations of small, equine and exotic animals).
Recognise the adverse effects that different medications can cause and observe established
pharmacovigilance legislation
Recognise the disorders that require urgent assistance and know how to prioritise them by severity.
Show responsibility regarding the need to perform necessary complementary tests on the patient and
know how to evaluate the meaning and integrate it in the evolution of hospitalised patients of different
species.
Stabilise critical animals.
Undertake follow-up health programs with species of autochthonous wildlife.

Content

PRESENTATION OF THE SUBJECT

Introduction to the subject. Professional outings. 1 hour.

THEORETICAL CLASSES

20 topics of one hour duration. Total 20 hours.

Section I: General aspects of wild autochthonous species (2 hours).

1. Classification and main characteristics of the autochthonous wild species.

2. Sources of information and documentation. Regulations related to wildlife.

Section II. Management (3 hours).

3. Management and conservation of wildlife.

4. Wildlife recovery centers. Captive breeding.
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4. Wildlife recovery centers. Captive breeding.

5. Transfer of wild species.

Section III: Capture and handling (4 hours).

6. Methods of capture I. General principles. Chemical capture.

7. Methods of capture II. Physical capture.

8. Post-capture management, transport and release. Pathology associated with capture, post-capture
management, transport and release.

9. Marking (identification) and follow-up.

Section IV: Pathology (11 hours).

10. Diseases of wildlife.

11. Dominant pathology of amphibians and reptiles.

12. Dominant pathology of birds I.

13. Dominant pathology of birds II.

14. Dominant pathology of ungulates I. Ruminants.

15. Dominant pathology of ungulates II. Wild pig.

16. Dominant pathology of carnivores.

17. Dominant pathology of lagomorphs.

18. Dominant pathology of other species of terrestrial mammals.

19. Dominant pathology of marine mammals.

20. Forensic medicine

SEMINARS
5 one-hour seminars on topics of interest or to complement some topics that, due to their extension, could not
be adequately developed in the theoretical classes. Total 5 hours.

. Ecology of the disease.

. Health Surveillance Plan in Wildlife.

. Discussion of cases.

. Damage of wildlife to agricultura and livestock.

. Conservation of wild species.

PRACTICAL CLASSES (PRACTICES)

The student must complete 5 practices, to choose among the 7 proposals. Total 25 hours.

1. Determination of sex and age in wild animals.

2. Phototraping and teleanesthesia of wild animals. Campus Bellaterra of the UAB and Barcelona.

3. Control of urban and peri-urban fauna. Campus Bellaterra of the UAB.

4. Observation of mountain goat. Natural Park of the Montserrat.

5 and 6. Observation of the bellowing of the deer and the chamois. Natural Park of the Cadí-Moixeró.
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7. Necropsies of autochthonous wild fauna.

Methodology

To achieve the established objectives, this subject mainly involves the following methodology:

Attendance-based

Theoretical classes. These sessions will be devoted to the presentation of theoretical most relevant aspects of
the subject. The students will have to complement the information provide with the self-learning or autonomous
work.

Seminars.Seminar are complementary to theoretical classes. Some important veterinary topics that have not
been discussed in depth in the lectures will be discussed.

Practices: These sessions are performed with small groups where the student develops skills such as curiosity
and observation skills.

Autonomous work

Through self-learning work the students will solve problems that occur on a daily basis when working with
wildlife. At the beginning of the course, students will receive a list of cases so they can choose one and work it
in groups of four.

Students must inform themselves of the news and information published on the Virtual Campus/ Moodle.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Practical classes 25 1

Seminars 5 0.2

Theoretical classes 21 0.84

Type: Supervised

Self-learning work 10 0.4

Type: Autonomous

Individual study 87.5 3.5

Assessment

Assessment is continuous. Students must provide evidence of their progress by completing tasks and tests.
Task deadlines will be indicated in the course Schedule on the first day of class.

Theoretical exam: It corresponds to 50% of the total of the final grade of the subject.

The exam consist of a multiple-choice written test that will consist of 50 questions with four options per
question and a single valid answer. The evaluable contents will be all the theories and seminars.

* A minimum score of 5 points in 10 points will be required in order to pass the exam.
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Assessment of the practices: It corresponds to 40% of the total of the final grade of the subject.

Attendance is mandatory.

Students must complete a minimum of 4 of the 5 proposed practices.

Self-learning work: It corresponds to 10% of the total of the final grade of the subject.

Each group of students will have to develop and solve a case raised by the teacher. It is mandatory to deliver
the case. All students in the group will have the same grade.

Students who have not passed the theoretical exam will have the possibility of recovering it during the exam
period at the end of the semester. The reassessment of the theoretical contents will be carried out in the
manner indicated above at the beginning of this section.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Practices 40 0 0 1, 25, 4, 3, 2, 26, 6, 7, 33, 9, 8, 10, 11, 34, 23, 22, 18, 17, 15, 19, 21, 27,
14, 13, 24, 35, 5, 28, 31, 30, 32, 29, 16, 12, 20

Self-learning
work

10 0 0 1

Theoretical
exam

50 1.5 0.06 3, 2, 9, 8, 10, 17, 15, 19, 24, 35, 28, 16, 12
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Enllaços web:

- American Association of Zoo Veterinarians (AAZV). http://www.aazv.org

- Asociación española para la Conservación y el Estudio de los Murciélagos (SECEMU). 
http://www.secemu.org/es

- Asociación Herpetológica Española (SHE). http://www.herpetologica.es

- Sociedad Española de Ornitología (SEO). http://www.seo.org

- Sociedad Española para la Conservación y Estudio de los Mamíferos (SECEM). http://www.secem.es

- Wildlife Disease Association (WDA). http://www.wildlifedisease.org
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