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Prerequisites
The student should be interested in the political approach to local government, which brings together key
issues of political science such as democracy, public policy analysis or public management, focused on the
local perspective.
You should also have an interest on following the information about local government and local political issues
that appear in the media. It is assumed that the student regularly read generalist newspapers.
The student should be able to read and understand academic documents in English.
It is assumed that the student knows, at least, the concepts and theories worked on in the subject Introduction
to the Contemporary City of the 1st year, specially the urban governance issues.

Objectives and Contextualisation
This subject intends to address the new dynamics and urban challenges from a public policy approach that
guarantees the quality of life, sustainability and equal opportunities and with the application of ICT as tools for
facilitating the government of the cities.
The objectives of the subject are to know the basic elements of local governments: normative principles,
structures, actors and policy agenda in order to achieve the ability to analyze with a critical and well-founded
vision the reality of local government specially in Catalonia, but also studying cases from other citie of Spain or
from other European Union countries.
Beyond analyzing trajectories of the past and present situations, we will also try to consider and analyze future
alternatives based on the current discussions on municipalism.
The fact that local governments are the first step in the political and administrative structure and, at the same
time, a near reality within the reach of each student, gives them a great specific weight. Apart from a study
object of undoubted interest, local governments are also one of the most promising spaces for professional
practice. For this reason, the course aims to articulate theoretical reflections on local governments with the
study and debate of local practices, which will play a central role in the practical activities of the students
focusing on the analysis of cases of sectorial public policies implemented in several cities.

Competences
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Competences
Generate innovative and competitive proposals in professional activity.
Identify and analyse government and management policies for cities in the different fields of urban
development, particularly methods of public participation.
Prevent and solve problems, adapt to unforeseen situations and take decisions.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

Learning Outcomes
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Describe the functioning and organisation of public institutional structures related to governing cities.
Design a basic process of citizen participation in relation to the problems of intelligent cities.
Generate innovative and competitive proposals in professional activity.
Prevent and solve problems, adapt to unforeseen situations and take decisions.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

Content
BLOCK 1. Introduction to local government
Topic 1. Introduction to public management
• Bureaucratic model: characteristics, virtues and problems.
• Model and criticism of the New Public Management.
• New approaches: Deliberative Public Administration and Common Management.
Topic 2. Cities in the multilevel government
• Introduction to the multilevel government: EU, State, Autonomous Communities and local entities,
relationships and competencies.
• The principle of subsidiarity: cities as an actor in the EU.
• The principle of local autonomy: definition and implications.
Topic 3. The welfare state and local government
• Origins and evolution.
• Compared models.
• Local governments within the framework of the Welfare State.
• The Welfare State in Spain and the impact of the economic crisis.

BLOCK 2. Politics and local government
Topic 4. The reasons of the Local Government: territory, autonomy and democracy in comparative perspective
• Theoretical foundations of local government.
• Local government models in Europe in comparative perspective.
• Cities and territories in a global-local and multi-level governance context. The right to the city.
• The rural-urban dichotomy and metropolitan governance.
Topic 5. Politics and local government
• The rules of the game of local democracy: Electoral system of government formation.
• The map of local political actors.
• New municipalism and dynamics of change in the local political arena.
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Topic 6. The local entities in Catalonia
• Local Administration in Catalonia: "Diputacions", "Consells Comarcals" and City councils.
• Attributions andcompetences of municipalities.
• Financing, preparation and execution of the budget.
• Internal and external control systems.
Topic 7. Innovation in local government
• Administrative transparency and open government.
• Management of networks in the public sector. Collaborative management
• Participatory Democracy at the local level.
• Social Innovation and Management of common goods.
• Evolution of electronic administration.
• Conflicts of interest, ethics and public administration.
• Digitisation and Artificial Intelligence in public administrations.
BLOCK 3. Local public policies
Topic 8. Wellbeing and social inclusion
• Social services.
• Dependency.
• Health.
• Functional diversity.
• Children and youth.
• Seniors.
Topic 9. Economy and work
• Treasury.
• Tourism.
• Commerce.
• Social economy.
• Local development and consumption.
• Companies and economic promotion.
Topic 10. Housing and public space
• Housing.
• Public space and urban planning.
• Rehabilitation of neighborhoods.
Topic 11. Ecology and mobility
• Ecology.
• Mobility.
• Water and energy.
Topic 12. Education and culture
• Education.
• Culture.
Topic 13. Rights of citizenship
• Feminism.
• LGTBI.
• Immigration and interculturality.
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Methodology
The course "Public Management and Urban Policies" of 3rd year of the Grade has 6 ECTS credits, that is, a
total of 150 hours of student dedication (25 hours per credit). These are structured in the different types of
training activities and teaching methodologies described below with the aim of combining a well-founded
theoretical approach with practical exercises that allow a direct approach to the reality of local government.
The theoretical foundations will be exposed in the theoretical classes, that will be opened at all times to the
participation of students for clarification and debate.
The fundamentals of the theory will be settled on the reading of texts and the autonomous study, both of the
material exposed in the classes and other materials that will be indicated in class or through the Virtual
Campus.
The study work will be complemented with individual exercises related to the seminar readings and cases,
from which a debate will be held between the students and the students led by the teacher. During the course,
there will be a total of 10 seminars, 5 of which will be given in writing and 5 more that will be worked only orally
in class. All seminars will be evaluated both in terms of oral contributions in class and, where appropriate,
written deliveries. It will be communicated through the Virtual Campus in advance sufficient in what specific
activities will be each seminar and the necessary preparation by the students.
The study work will be complemented with individual exercises related to the seminar readings and cases,
from which a debate will be held between the students led by the lecturer. During the course, a total of 10
seminars will be take place, 5 of which will include a written assignment and 5 more that will just be treated
orally in class. All seminars will be evaluated both in terms of oral contributions in class and, where
appropriate, written assignments. It will be communicated through the Virtual Campus in sufficient advance in
what specific activities will consist each seminar and the necessary preparation by students.
The practical paper will consist of an applied research on a local public policy chosen by the students from
among the proposals made by the lecturer. The work will be carried out in teams of 2 people, with the
exceptions that can be considered for working or other kind of reasons duly justified.
On the days of oral presentations of papers, a round of questions will be made by the lecturer and the
students. Finally, a debate will be opened on the set of topics addressed in the oral presentation.
During the course, individual and group tutorials will be carried out for the accomplishment of the practical
paper and on the follow-up of the course in the hours that will be previously fixed through the electronic mail at
the request of the students as well as by indication of the lecturer.

Activities
Hours

ECTS

Learning
Outcomes

Public presentation of a paper: individual and group presentations and round of
assessments.

5

0.2

2, 3, 4

Seminars for the discussion of texts and cases.

5

0.2

1, 3, 4, 5

Theoretical lectures: explanations by the teacher with ICT support and debate in a large
group.

25

1

1, 5

5

0.2

2, 3, 4

Title
Type: Directed

Type: Supervised
Tutorial: individual and group tutorials for support for the accomplishment of the work and
monitoring of the work done in the subject.
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Type: Autonomous
Elaboration of the course paper and the seminar papers.

25

1

1, 2, 3, 4,
5

Study: Carrying out diagrams and summaries of theoretical contents.

25

1

1, 5

Texts reading: individual exercice of comprehensive text reading.

25

1

1, 5

Assessment
The evaluation of this subject is composed of the following evaluation activities:
- Final exam: 30% of the final grade.
- Written seminars about readings and cases: 25% of the final grade.
5 written works of seminar, 5% of the final grade each.
- Oral participation in the seminars: 15% of the final grade.
- Course work: 30% of the final grade.
10% of the final grade the oral presentation and 20% the written paper.
Important considerations
• It is a necessary condition, but not enough, to pass the exam in order to pass the subject.
• To pass the subject it is necessary to approve the whole set of seminars (the 5 that include a written paper
and the 5 that will be only treated orally in class), such as the course work, such as the exam.
• The dates of the seminars as well as the oral presentations of the course papers will be specified within the
framework of the course programme through the Virtual Campus.
• Written seminar papers will be submitted before the corresponding class through the Virtual Campus. They
will only be evaluated if the student attends the corresponding seminar session or presents medical or work
justification of the absence.
• The exam will be at the end of the semester on the day and schedule set by the Faculty, which will be made
public in sufficient time and that students will have to confirm through the Faculty website.
• Students must notify the composition of the group and the subject choosen for the course paper through the
teacher's email during the first two weeks of the semester. Otherwise, they will not be allowed to deliver it.
• The fact of doing the exam, or presenting the course paper or participating in at least 4 seminars exempts the
student from the "Not Presented" qualification.
• Students who have not passed the whole of the seminars or the course paper or both may submit a
newindividual written work, determined by the lecturer, to obtain the necessary grade to pass the assessment
activities that they had failed. The lecturer will specify to the students in this situation the characteristics and
date of delivery of the corresponding work.
• Students who have not passed the exam will have the opportunity to take part in the compensation activities,
that is to say, they will be able to re-test the failed exam on the day the Faculty determines, after the end of the
second semester.
• Any student who, due to justified work or health reasons or because he is performing an exchange
programme, can not attend the course normally, must notify this situation to the lecturer during the first two
weeks of the semester in order to agree the corresponding compensatory activities. In case this notification
occurs later without a justification, the student can not pass the subject.

Assessment Activities
Title

Weighting

Hours

ECTS

Learning Outcomes

Course paper

30% of the final grade

1

0.04

1, 2, 3, 4, 5

5

Final exam

30% of the final grade

4

0.16

1, 5

Oral participation in seminars

15% of the final grade

20

0.8

1, 3, 4

Seminar papers about readings and cases

25% of the final grade

10

0.4

1, 2, 3, 4, 5
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