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Prerequisites

This is an obligatory subject for the Literature and Culture track of the UAB's Official Master's Degree in
Advanced English Studies. Students admitted onto the MA will therefore have fulfilled the initial requirements.

Objectives and Contextualisation

This course aims to illustrate how literary theory is applied to the nineteenth-century novel, and specifically how
theory engages with the controversial notion of adultery and marriage, issues of great concern to Victorian
society.

The course also aims to provide a fuller understanding of the nineteenth-century novel, for two main reasons.
First, for its focus on the modern institutions of life which theory has taken a deep interest in, such as romance,
marriage, the family or the nation-state; second, the nineteenth-century novel not only represents one of the
so-called "golden ages" of English literature, but it is also the genre that all critical schools have arguably felt
the need to analyse in particular depth (as, indeed, is the C19 as a historical period), plausibly because of the
fundamental role that this genre and this century play in the understanding of contemporary literature.

Competences

Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.
Analyse the relationship between factors, processes or phenomena in the acquisition of English as a
second language, its learning and teaching methods, and its literature, history and culture.
Apply methodological knowledge of statistical analysis and data generation, treatment and codification
of multilingual databases, analysis of literary texts, etc. to research.
Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.
Critically argue, issue judgements and present ideas on the basis of the analysis of information
originating from scientific production in these areas.
Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.

Distinguish and contrast between the different methodological and theoretical models applied to the
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Distinguish and contrast between the different methodological and theoretical models applied to the
academic study of the acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and
multicultural contexts, literary studies and cultural studies.
Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.
Use the English language for academic and professional purposes related to research into the
acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and multicultural contexts,
literary studies and cultural studies.

Learning Outcomes

Analyse and interpret 19th century narrative texts by applying the advanced techniques of literary
criticism.
Analyse and interpret at an advanced level Nineteenth Century English critical produced texts,
extracting relevant citations and making content summaries.
Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.
Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of ones research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.
Consider literary and cultural criticism in the English language through reading, debating and analysing
texts.
Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.
Distinguish and contrast the different theoretical and methodological models applied to literary criticism
in the English language.
Draft texts defending an idea in relation to a to a literary critical text in English, applying secondary
sources to the critical argumentation.
Make oral presentations in English on issues and texts related to advanced research of English
Literature and literary criticism in this language.
Read and analyse the literary and cultural discourse of romantic love in the English language.
Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.

Content

The course comprises four primary texts/units. Students must read the editions indicated.

The Voice of the Intellect: George Eliot - s (Norton Critical Edition, ed. Carol T. Christ).The Mill on the Flos
The Voice of Desire: Thomas Hardy -  (Norton Critical Edition, ed. Scott Elledge).Tess of the d'Urbervilles
The Voice of the Adult: Charlotte Brontë -  (Oxford World Classics, intro. Tim Dolin).Villette
The Voice of Sensation: Mary Elizabeth Braddon -  (Oxford World Classics, ed. P.D. Edwards).Aurora Floyd

Students will be informed about secondary reading (i.e., critical sources) once classes begin. However, for
essential background texts, please see the bibliography section in this course guide.

Methodology

1 ECTS credit = 25 teaching hours > 9 credits = 225 hours.

The approach is basically practical, focussing on how approaches such as formalism, Marxism, feminism,
psychoanalysis (to name only a few schools) have studied and discussed fiction, and how-in light of
this-readings of both fiction and critical material are empowered.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed
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See description below 39 1.56 2, 1, 3, 4, 11, 6, 7, 10, 5

Type: Supervised

See description below 27.75 1.11 2, 1, 4, 7, 10, 9, 5

Type: Autonomous

See description below 86.25 3.45 2, 1, 3, 4, 11, 6, 7, 10, 8, 5

Assessment

General Requirements:

1. To read thoroughly, methodically and critically.

2. To have a solid working knowledge of the major ambits of literary theory and their practical application to
literary criticism.

3. For the works studied, to have a grasp of the novels' reception from their date of publication to the present
day.

4. To show sufficient knowledge of the relevant social and historical context.

5. To be familiar with the life and works of the authors outside the text we are studying.

Specific Assessment Activities:

1. Course paper (50% of the overall final grade). You will be required to write an academic paper (at the end of
the course) following the basic
requirements of postgraduate research.

2. Class presentation (a short oral activity of c. 10-15 minutes). The presentation is delivered in lecture-like
format to the whole
class. Subjects will be agreed on during the course, but will usually be related to the general area of Victorian
culture that are not directly covered by the course. Presentations are NOT given on the course authors or their
works, as these are dealt with in the lectures and the course paper.

3. Class attendance and participation. Attendance is COMPULSORY; active participation is both desirable and
expected.

(Presentation and Attendance account, jointly, for the remaining 50%: Participation: 20%; Presentation: 30%)

Reassessment:

Reassessment for this subject requires a content-synthesis test, for which the following conditions are
applicable:

- The student must previously have submitted a minimum of two-thirds of the course-assessment items.
- The student must previously have obtained an average overall grade equal to or higher than 3.5.
- The student must previously have passed 70% of the subject's assessment requirements.
- The maximum grade than can be obtained through re-assessment is 5.0.

Plagiarism:

IMPORTANT: Total or partial plagiarism of any of the exercises will automatically result in a fail grade (0) for
the plagiarised item. Plagiarism means copying from unidentified sources and presenting this as original work

(this includes copying phrases or fragments from the internet and adding them without modification to a text
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(this includes copying phrases or fragments from the internet and adding them without modification to a text
which is presented as original).

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Class Participation & Class
Presentation

50% (Participation: 20%; Presentation:
30%)

36 1.44 2, 1, 3, 4, 11, 6, 7, 10,
9, 8, 5

Course Paper 50% 36 1.44 2, 1, 3, 4, 11, 6, 7, 10,
9, 8, 5

Bibliography

(For primary texts to be read during the course, please see "Continguts")

It is impractical to provide a short bibliography that covers the major areas and controversies. Instead, here is a
list of ten classic works essential for understanding the Victorian novel and context. All items are in the UAB
Humanities Library.

Altick, Richard. Victorian People and Ideas.
Flint, Kate. The Woman Reader 1837-1914.
Gaskell, Elizabeth. The Life of Charlotte Brontë.
Gilbert, Sandra and Gubar, Susan. The Madwoman in the Attic: The Woman Writer and the

.Nineteenth-Century Literary Imagination
Kaplan, Fred. e .Sacred Tears: Sentimentality in Victorian Lit rature
David Lodge,  Novel.Language of Fiction: Essays in Criticism and Verbal Analysis of the English
Rivkin, Julie and Ryan, Michael. Literary Theory: An Anthology.
Parrinder, Patrick. Nation and Novel: The English Novel from its Origins to the Present Day.
Strachey, Lytton. .Eminent Victorians
Williams, Raymond. The English Novel from Dickens to Lawrence.

In addition, a very useful starting point is the Cambridge Companion series, which is available online. In this
respect, of particular initial relevance are the following:

The Cambridge Companion to Victorian Culture
(http://universitypublishingonline.org/cambridge/companions/ebook.jsf?bid=CBO9781139002813)
The Cambridge Companion to the Victorian Novel, Second Edition
(http://universitypublishingonline.org/cambridge/companions/ebook.jsf?bid=CCO9780511793370)
The Cambridge Companion to Victorian Women's Writing
(http://universitypublishingonline.org/cambridge/companions/ebook.jsf?bid=CCO9781107587823)
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