
Use of Languages

spanish (spa)Principal working language:

Contact

Josep.Cervello@uab.catEmail:

Josep Cervelló AutuoriName:

2019/2020

Egyptian Language I

Code: 43621
ECTS Credits: 15

Degree Type Year Semester

4315555 Egyptology OB 1 1

Teachers

Marc Orriols Llonch

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The general objective of this module is that students acquire initial knowledge of Middle Egyptian language
(grammar, writing) by means of theory and practical classes and get started in philological and linguistic
methods and techniques in Egyptology. These are the contents that they will work:

1) Introduction to the Egyptian language and scripts: genetic affiliation and history of the language, features
and uses of the scripts and their decipherment.

2) Introduction to the Egyptian hieroglyphic script and reading exercices.

3) Introduction to Middle Egyptian grammar (nominal morphology, basic verbal morphology, elements of
syntax) and exercises.

4) Reading and grammatical analysis of Middle Egyptian literary and funerary texts of low and medium difficulty
(initial level) in hieroglyphic script.

5) Introduction to the Egyptian epigraphy: materials, graphs, formulae, types of texts (funerary, court, religious
epigraphy...).

6) Reading exercises and analysis of epigraphic texts dating to the origins and the Old Kingdom.

Competences

Act in a creative and original way with solidarity and spirit of scientific collaboration.
Assess the quality, self-imposed, rigor, responsibility and social commitment, both in training and in the
scientific and informative work.
Critically analyze a given scientific problem based on historical and cultural sources.
Critically interpret texts as historical and cultural sources.

Define the assignment, the type and the successive stages of development of the ancient Egyptian
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Define the assignment, the type and the successive stages of development of the ancient Egyptian
language.
Demonstrate knowledge of grammar of medioegipcia languages ??(and antiguoegipcia) neoegipcia and
Coptic.
Identify the different systems of Egyptian writing (hieroglyphic, hieratic, demotic and Coptic) and their
uses and timelines, and in the case of hieroglyphic, hieratic and Coptic, also its paleography, its signs
and its operation.
Knowledge and understanding that provide a basis or opportunity for originality in developing and / or
applying ideas, often in a research context.
Read, translate, parse, interpret texts critically and edit antiguoegipcios, medioegipcios, neoegipcios
and Copts of different genres and on different media.
That students are able to integrate knowledge and handle complexity and formulate judgments based
on information that was incomplete or limited, include reflecting on social and ethical responsibilities
linked to the application of their knowledge and judgments.

Learning Outcomes

Act in a creative and original way with solidarity and spirit of scientific collaboration.
Assess the quality, self-imposed, rigor, responsibility and social commitment, both in training and in the
scientific and informative work.
Chronologically locate and distinguish the different evolutionary phases of the ancient Egyptian
language.
Critically analyze a given scientific problem based on historical and cultural sources.
Demonstrate basic knowledge (morphology and syntax) grammar of medioegipcio (and upstream, the
antiguoegipcio).
Describe how the box hieroglyphic writing system and the position and orientation of the signs.
Describe how the deciphering of Egyptian hieroglyphics in their historical and cultural context took
place.
Describe the place of the Egyptian language in the typological and genetic classification of ancient
languages.
Identify the different systems of Egyptian writing (hieroglyphic, hieratic, demotic and Coptic) and their
uses and chronologies.
Identify what the Egyptian morphosyntactic transformation throughout its history.
Identifying the signs of hieroglyphic writing and phonetic value logográfico or overlooking the reading of
texts.
Knowledge and understanding that provide a basis or opportunity for originality in developing and / or
applying ideas, often in a research context.
Medioegipcias critically interpret textual sources (and antiguegipcias) of low-medium difficulty.
Parse and translate medioegipcios (and antiguoegipcios) passages of low-medium difficulty
hieroglyphic writing.
Read, translate, parse and interpret epigraphic texts antiguoegipcios (Old Kingdom origins).
Report the main texts produced in each of the evolutionary phases of the Egyptian language.
That students are able to integrate knowledge and handle complexity and formulate judgments based
on information that was incomplete or limited, include reflecting on social and ethical responsibilities
linked to the application of their knowledge and judgments.
Translate and interpret texts medioegipcios low-medium difficulty hieroglyphic writing.

Content

This module includes three courses:

1) Introduction to Hieroglyphic Writing and Middle Egyptian Language

2) Middle Egyptian Texts (initial level)

3) Egyptian Epigraphy I (Old Kingdom)

COURSE 1: INTRODUCTION TO HIEROGLYPHIC WRITING AND MIDDLE EGYPTIAN LANGUAGE
2



COURSE 1: INTRODUCTION TO HIEROGLYPHIC WRITING AND MIDDLE EGYPTIAN LANGUAGE

CREDITS: 5

PROF. JOSEP CERVELLÓ AUTUORI & MARC ORRIOLS i LLONCH

CALENDAR AND SCHEDULE:

From 16th September to 11th October 2019

M-Tu-Th-F 16:00-17:30 h. (Theory classes)

M-Tu-Th-F 17:30-19:00 h. (Practical classes)

WEEK 1

Theory classes

1. The Egyptian language: classification and history

1.1. Egyptian: an Afrasian language

1.2. History of the Egyptian language

1.2.1. The Egyptian language in time, space and use

1.2.2. From synthetic to analytic language

1.2.3. First phase Egyptian: Old Egyptian, Middle or Classical Egyptian, Late Middle Egyptian

1.2.4. Second phase Egyptian: Late Egyptian, Demotic, Coptic

2. Egyptian scripts

2.1. The hieroglyphic and cursive hieroglyphic scripts

2.2. The hieratic script

2.3. The demotic script

2.4. The coptic script

Practical classes

1. The monoconsonantic phonograms

2. The biconsonantic phonograms

3. Reading and writing exercises

WEEK 2

Theory classes

1. Champollion and the decipherment of the Egyptian hieroglyphic writing

1.1. Background

1.1.1. The Egyptian hieroglyphs in Classical and Coptic writers

1.1.2. From the Egyptian Arabic Middle Ages to the European Renaissance and Baroque

1.1.3. Enlightenment and a change of paradigm: the Rosetta stone
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1.1.4. Thomas Young

1.2. Jean-François Champollion and the decipherment. The Lettre à M. Dacier

2. The hieroglyphic signs: typology and functions

Practical classes

1. The triconsonantic phonograms

2. The logograms

3. The determinatives

4. The root-signs, the secondary logograms and the phonetic determinatives

5. Orientation and disposition of hieroglyphic signs

6. Reading and writing exercises

WEEK 3

Theory classes

1. Elements of Spanish syntax (by way of review)

2. Elements of Middle Egyptian phonology. Transliteration and transcription

3. The nominal inflection: the noun

4. Personal pronouns. The suffix pronoun

5. Prepositions and adverbs

6. Introduction to syntax of the simple sentence: the five types of sentences

7. The sentence of prepositional or adverbial predicate preceded by the enunciation particle iw

Practical classes

1. Grammar exercises: translation and grammatical analysis of clauses and sentences

2. SIGN TEST: THURSDAY 03/10/2019

WEEK 4

Theory classes

1. The nominal inflection: noun coordination and disjunction, apposition

2. The nominal inflection: the adjective

3. The degrees of the adjective: comparative and superlative

4. The dependentpronoun

5. The sentence of prepositional or adverbial predicate preceded by the enunciation particle mk

6. The sentence of prepositional predicate with m and r of predication

7. The sentence of adjectival predicate

Practical classes
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Practical classes

Grammar exercises: translation and grammatical analysis of clauses and sentences

COURSE FINAL EXAM: MONDAY 14/10/2019

a) Theoretical contents of weeks 1 and 2

b) Sentences to copy, transliterate, translate and analyze

COURSE 2: MIDDLE EGYPTIAN TEXTS (INITIAL LEVEL)

CREDITS: 7,5

PROF. JOSEP CERVELLÓ AUTUORI & MARC ORRIOLS i LLONCH

CALENDAR AND SCHEDULE:

From 14th October 2019 to 30th January 2020

M & Th 16:00-17:30 h.

A. PROGRAM OF GRAMMAR

1. Graphic particularities

2. Expressions of sameness, totality and distribution

3. Negation of the sentence of prepositional or adverbial predicate

4. Expression of non-existence (the sentence of adjetival predicate with the negative particle nn)

5. Demonstrative adjectives and pronouns

6. The  adjectivesnisbe

7.  n(y). The  n(y) as an adjectival predicate of possessionNisbe nisbe

8. Direct and indirect genitive

9. The relative adjective nty: inflection and construction. Relative sentences with nty

10. The construction nfr Hr

11. Numerals

12. The lexicon of Middle Egyptian

13. Introduction to verbal inflection

14. The infinitive

15. The sentence of pseudo-verbal predicate of infinitive

16. The stative

17. The sentence of pseudo-verbal predicate of stative

18. The suffix conjugation and the sDm=f form

19. The subjuntive

20. The sentence of verbal predicate and the "law of precedence"
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B. PRACTICAL CLASSES AND CONTINUOUS EVALUATION

1. Grammar exercises: translation and grammatical analysis of sentences and texts

2. Translation and grammatical analysis of selected passages of the following middle Egyptian texts:

2.1. The Shipwrecked Sailor

2.2. The Eloquent Peasant (introduction)

3. Group work: Description of two countries (  and ) ( )Shipwrecked Sailor Sinuhe DELIVERY DATE: 23/01/2020

C. FINAL EXAMS OF THE COURSE

27/01/2020: Grammar (sentences to transliterate, translate and analyze)

30/01/2020: Texts (passages of texts seen or not seen in class to transliterate, translate and analyze)

COURSE 3: EGYPTIAN EPIGRAPHY I (OLD KINGDOM)

CREDITS: 2,5

PROF. JOSEP CERVELLÓ AUTUORI

CALENDARIO Y HORARIO:

From 14th October 2019 to 27th January 2020

M 17:30-19:00 h.

A. THEORY CLASSES

1. Introduction to the Egyptian epigraphy

2. Epigraphic materials and techniques

3. The offering formula

4. The pharaonic titulary

5. The  and the titulary of private personscursus honorum

6. Funerary epigraphy of the Old Kingdom

7. The prosopography

B. PRACTICAL CLASSES AN CONTINUOUS EVALUATION

1.Reading, translation and grammatical analysis of Old Kingdom epigraphic texts on different materials (tomb
walls, false door stelae, lintels, statues), focusing on their historical and spatial context (location, related
iconography).

2. Group work: translation and comment of a royal and a private epigraphic text of the Old Kingdom (
)DELIVERY DATE: 20/01/2020

There are no exams.

Methodology

Specification of what the STUDENT AUTONOMOUS ACTIVITY consists in:
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Specification of what the STUDENT AUTONOMOUS ACTIVITY consists in:

a) Study.

b) Personal work: consultation of grammars, dictionaries, text editions and reference works in the field of
Egyptian philology; reading and writing exercises (hieroglyphic script); grammar exercises (translation and
analysis of sentences); translation and analysis of texts; preparation of class interventions; to keep updated the
student folder; preparation of exams.

c) Group works (activities of translation and grammatical analysis of texts in groups of 2 or 3 people).

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Exams 10 0.4 4, 14, 16, 5, 7, 6, 8, 3, 9, 11, 10, 13, 15, 12,
17, 18

Theory and practical in-person classes with support
of the ICT

120 4.8 1, 4, 14, 16, 5, 7, 6, 8, 3, 9, 11, 10, 13, 15,
12, 17, 18, 2

Type: Supervised

Follow-up tutorials of the three courses that form the
module

10 0.4 1, 4, 14, 16, 5, 7, 6, 8, 3, 9, 11, 10, 13, 15,
12, 17, 18, 2

Type: Autonomous

Study and personal work of the student 235 9.4 1, 4, 14, 16, 5, 7, 6, 8, 3, 9, 11, 10, 13, 15,
12, 17, 18, 2

Assessment

Evaluation system of the module

Each of the three courses that form the module is evaluated in an independent manner. The final mark of the
module results from the weighted average of the final marks of the three courses.

To pass the module it is neccessary to pass the evaluation of each of the three courses that form it.

In the table, the hours of dedication to each activity are not specified because they can vary widely from a
student to another. The approximate total hours of personal work of the student are specified in the table in the
section "Methodology".

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Follow-up tutorials and student folder 5% 0 0 1, 14, 5, 13, 15, 12, 17, 18, 2

Group work 10% 0 0 1, 4, 14, 5, 11, 13, 15, 17, 18, 2

Interventions in class (reading, translation, analysis
of texts...)

10% 0 0 14, 5, 6, 11, 13, 15, 12, 17, 18
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Tests in class and exams 75% 0 0 4, 14, 16, 5, 7, 6, 8, 3, 9, 10, 13,
15, 12, 17, 18
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