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School Ethnography

Code: 101247
ECTS Credits: 6

Degree Type Year Semester

2500256 Social and Cultural Anthropology OT 3 0

2500256 Social and Cultural Anthropology OT 4 0

The proposed teaching and assessment methodology that appear in the guide may be subject to changes as a
result of the restrictions to face-to-face class attendance imposed by the health authorities.

Other comments on languages

The subject has readings in English, Spanish and Catalan

Prerequisites

Previous knowledge of Anthropology of Education

Objectives and Contextualisation

"We suggest that the development of Anthropology of Education as a stimulating field of Anthropology will be
enhanced if we withdraw from current trends that are more or less adapted to the definition of anthropological
research by pedagogues and return to traditional anthropological ethnography" (Ogbu, 1993: 147).

The subject School Ethnography delves into the process of production and communication of empirical
knowledge generated by Anthropology of Education, and other social sciences that have adopted it as a
method, and focuses on the study of the goals, processes and contexts of transmission and acquisition of
culture related to formal education and its hegemonic expansion, as well as other formal and informal contexts
in which learning takes place, from a critical and comparative perspective.

The training goals of this subject are the following three:
Learning to READ school ethnography
Learning to DO school ethnography
Learning to WRITE school ethnography

Competences

Social and Cultural Anthropology

Apprehending cultural diversity through ethnography and critically assessing ethnographic materials as
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Apprehending cultural diversity through ethnography and critically assessing ethnographic materials as
knowledge of local contexts and as a proposal of theoretical models.
Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
other languages.
Producing cultural diversity materials that could have a critical impact on the common sense
conceptions.
Respecting the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the history of anthropological theory and
the genesis of its basic concepts.

Learning Outcomes

Analysing a contemporary fact from an anthropological perspective.
Analysing data critically from anthropological investigations and reports.
Applying the knowledge of cultural variability and its genesis to avoid ethnocentric projections.
Assessing critically the explicit and implicit theoretical models in the ethnographic materials.
Engaging in debates about historical and contemporary facts and respecting the other participants'
opinions.
Explaining the work's results narratively in accordance with the critical standards of discipline and
bearing in mind the different target audiences.
Identifying main and supporting ideas and expressing them with linguistic correctness.
Identifying the contemporary interdisciplinary tendencies shared by the Anthropology and social
disciplines related to the corresponding field.
Identifying the recent disciplinary developments and the correlation between the anthropological theory
and the social disciplines related in their historical development and the current interdisciplinary
tendencies.
Identifying the sociocultural variability in specific ethnographic contexts.
Integrating interdisciplinary approaches on the fields of education, sex/gender systems and social
inclusion-exclusion systems.
Interpreting the cultural diversity through ethnography.
Theoretically analysing ethnographic examples of cultural diversity in the fields of education, gender
and inclusion-exclusion systems.

Content

I. Introductory sessions:

-School ethnography and ethnography in anthropology and other disciplines; thematic scope and relevant
questions for an ethnographic approach to research problems in the field of education

-Classical school ethnography and critical ethnography of education: continuities and methodological changes
in the making and writing of ethnographies in the field of education

-non-conventional methods and genres: comparative and team school ethnography; auto-ethnography and
ethnographic fiction; ethnography of educational policies; school ethnography vs. other narratives in the field of
education

-working the personal equation and reflexivity in school ethnography (texts by Jean Anyon and Pierre
Bourdieu)

II. Reading school ethnography:
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-critical reviews of ethnographic reports: description strategies, roles and activities of the ethnographer,
adaptation to the evidence provided, the author's voice in the story, the implicit theoretical perspective; from
"how it was done" to grounded theory

-reading and critical analysis of monographs (to be agreed according to student interests and language skills)

III. Doing school ethnography:

-experiences of school ethnography: access to texts and ethnographic stories in first person (guest speakers)

-themes of school ethnography: school and development; early childhood; cultural diversity, migration and
minorities in primary and secondary schools; gender and stratification; exclusions and drop-outs; racism;
languages, identities and learning; youth cultures; the world of "educational difficulties"; specific school
arrangements

-advances in ethnography and education: review of scientific conferences and meetings; current issues; school
ethnography online

IV. Writing school ethnography:

-detailed work of the Standards for Reporting Empirical Research (American Education Research Association)
applied to fieldwork data generated by participants

Methodology

- Lectures on the topics of the programme by the teacher and guest speakers
- Group exercises in the classroom; use of current texts and social networks
- Viewing and analyzing audiovisual materials
- Reading groups, discussion and presentation of ethnographic monographs
- Individual work on school trajectory applying common theoretical concepts
- Carrying out prospective ethnographic work in a team

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Tutoring of team work 50 2 13, 9, 8

Type: Supervised

Compulsory reading in group and preparation of presentations based on texts 5 0.2 6, 10, 5

Debates on audiovisual materials in class 15 0.6 2, 13, 10

Team ethnographic observation 5 0.2 13, 3, 11

Type: Autonomous

Analysis of readings and debates organised in class 40 1.6 2, 13, 6, 7, 11, 5

Lectures by the instructor and guest speakers 25 1 6, 10

Assessment

- Ethnography cannot be assessed by examination but by its performance. In order to get the right tools it is
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- Ethnography cannot be assessed by examination but by its performance. In order to get the right tools it is
necessary to follow the classes, spend time reading and making the corresponding observations and reports
- Individual autoethnography work: 20% of the final grade (2000 words)
- Participation in two reading and discussion groups, completion of two summary exercises and presentation of
the ethnographic monographs assigned to each group: 40% of the final grade (20% for each monograph, 5000
words each paper)
- Ethnographic teamwork and elaboration of an ethnographic report: 40% of the final note (3000 words)
- Students who must repeat any of the partial evaluations may do so during the re-evaluation period from the
sections of the corresponding section that will be returned with comments.
- No late exercises will be accepted, nor will conditions be created that favour one student's assessment
opportunities over another.
- In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, , regardless of anythe student will be given a zero for this activity
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in  of theassessment activities
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the  grade for this subject.final

-In the event that tests or exams cannot be taken onsite, they will be adapted to an online format made
available through the UAB's virtual tools (original weighting will be maintained). Homework, activities and class
participation will be carried out through forums, wikis and/or discussion on Teams, etc. Lecturers will ensure
that students are able to access these virtual tools, or will offer them feasible alternatives.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS
Learning
Outcomes

Elaboration and writing of an autoethnography on the student
school trajectory

20% of final
grade (2000
words)

4 0.16 3, 6, 9, 7

Elaboration of an ethnographic report based on observations in two
schools

40% of the final
grade (3000
words)

4 0.16 2, 13, 4,
6, 10, 7,
8, 11, 12

Participation and debate in two reading groups; elaboration of two
synthesis exercises; presentation of the two assigned monographs

20% per
monograph (5000
words)

2 0.08 13, 1, 6,
7, 5
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