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Prerequisites

Basic notions of political science

Objectives and Contextualisation

Getting to know the main components and types of existing electoral systems

Understanding the effect that the choice of electoral system can have on the political party system as well as
on relationships between the executive and legislative powers

Getting to know how to apply the methodology to observe electoral processes

Understanding the role of the media system in the political life and getting familiar with the methodological tools
to analyse media coverage and access to the media by political candidates and parties

Competences

Apply quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in research processes.
Identify data sources and carry out rigorous bibliographical and documentary searches.
Learn and analyse the impacts of the globalisation process on domestic political systems and on the
behaviour of the political actors and the public.
Produce and prepare the presentation of intervention reports and/or proposals.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.

Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
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Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Use metatheoretical data to argue and establish plausible relation of causality and establish ways of
validating or rejecting them.

Learning Outcomes

Apply quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in research processes.
Critically evaluate the impacts of globalisation in different areas: security, environment, human rights,
migrations and peace.
Identify data sources and carry out rigorous bibliographical and documentary searches.
Produce and prepare the presentation of intervention reports and/or proposals.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Use metatheoretical data to argue and establish plausible relation of causality and establish ways of
validating or rejecting them.

Content

1. Electoral systems and their effects on the political system

Types of Electoral Management Bodies

Majority/plurality electoral systems

Proportional electoral systems. Fragmentation of party systems and government formation.

Mixed electoral systems

Electoral system reform

2. Political communication and electoral campaigns

Political communication and political knowledge. Media systems of the world

Political news. Media routines.

Mass media effects: agenda setting, agenda building and framing.

The media and the election campaign

3. Electoral integrity and election observation

How to measure electoral integrity. Election observation.

Legal framework for elections.

Electoral campaign and Election day.
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Media and social media observation.

4. Comparative electoral behaviour

Effects of cleavages on voting behaviour.

Leaders and issues.

Economic vote. Strategic vote.

Dual and second-order vote. Election turnout.

Methodology

There will be master classes to introduce a topic.

Following each master class (or classes), there will be scheduled presentations by students on previously
chosen academic readings. The readings will be related to the topic introduced during the preceding master
class session and will be followed by a discussion.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Master classes 32 1.28 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Readings presentation and discussion 20 0.8 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Type: Supervised

Exam 2 0.08 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Tutorials 15 0.6 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Type: Autonomous

Compulsory readings 30 1.2 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Readings' presentations 15 0.6 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Study of learning materials introduced in class 30 1.2 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Assessment

1. Written exam (50%). This will assess knowledge acquired by students both at the master classes and at the
presentations and discussion of academic readings.

2. Presentation (40%). This mark will include the student's own presentation as well as her participation in the
debates about others' readings.

3. Participation in class dicussions (10%). This percentage of the final mark could be absorbed by the exam if
there is not a sufficient number of presencial lectures.

Assessment Activities
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Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Participation in class discussions 10% 0.6 0.02 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Readings' presentation 40% 2.4 0.1 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2

Written exam 50% 3 0.12 1, 9, 4, 3, 8, 7, 6, 5, 2
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