UNB

Spanish Phonic Studies: Perspectives and Problems

Universitat Autbnoma
de Barcelona Code: 104611
ECTS Credits: 6
Degree Type Year Semester
2500248 Spanish Language and Literature oT 3 0
2500248 Spanish Language and Literature oT 4 0

The proposed teaching and assessment methodology that appear in the guide may be subject to changes as a
result of the restrictions to face-to-face class attendance imposed by the health authorities.

Contact Use of Languages
Name: Maria Jesus Machuca Ayuso Principal working language: spanish (spa)
Email: MariaJesus.Machuca@uab.cat Some groups entirely in English: No

Some groups entirely in Catalan: Yes

Some groups entirely in Spanish: No
Teachers

Dolors Poch Olivé

Antonio Rios Mestre

Prerequisites

Students must know the basic concepts and methodological tools to get a phonetic analysis of the Spanish
sounds. They must know how to manage references and information and interpret them critically. In addition,
they must be able to write a scientific text correctly.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The content of this subject aims that the students be able to examine how the phonetic knowledge can be
applied to other disciplines for the detection of problems and the improvement of them as far as possible; the
teaching of Spanish as a native language and as a foreign language or speech pathologies are an example of
this. In addition, this phonetic knowledge facilitates the expert's task to identify relevant linguistic phenomena in
the speech signal, such as the making of certain sounds due to factors that contribute to identifying a speaker
in the field of forensic phonetics or improving applications in the field of speech technology.

Competences

Spanish Language and Literature

® Describe the structure of the Spanish language, and distinguish the systematic and normative aspects.

® Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.

® Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.



® Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.

® Typological framing the main phenomena of the Spanish language and relate them to similar
phenomena in other Romance languages.

Learning Outcomes

1. Apply the experimental method to the study of phonetics.

Carrying out oral presentations using appropriate academic vocabulary and style.

Describe articulatory, acoustic and perceptual of segmental and suprasegmental elements
characteristics.

Phonological processes to identify segments of the scope of the syllable.

Solving problems autonomously.

Submitting works in accordance with both individual and small group demands and personal styles.
Summarising acquired knowledge about the origin and transformations experienced in its several fields
of study.
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Content

1. The sounds of Spanish

Phonetic processes related to vocalism and consonantism.
2. Difficulties in Spanish pronunciation

Definition of the concept of error. The most complex sounds or combinations of sounds for the native speaker.
The most complex sounds or combinations of sounds for the foreign speaker.

3. Difficulties in assigning prosodic features

Prosodic features: phonetic level and phonological level. Prosody and pragmatics in the native speaker.
Prosody and pragmatics in the foreign speaker. The rhythm of Spanish (Prof. Antonio Rios).

4. Speech pathologies and phonetic knowledge

Interdisciplinarity to determine pathologies. Types of disorders related to speech sounds: functional and
organic. Exploration tasks related to the production of sounds and phonemes: words, pseudowords,
repetitions, descriptions of pictures and conversations. Case studies.

5. Forensic phonetics and phonetic knowledge

Type of speech samples: known and unknown voices. Recording conditions. Rosbust parameters. Case
studies.

6. Speech technology and phonetic awareness

Synthesis and speech recognition systems. Functions of the phonetic expert: assessment of the speech
generated by an automatic system and spontaneous speech phenomena in a recognition system. Case
studies.

7. Phonetics and Poetry (Prof. Dolors Poch)

The phonic structure of the poetic text: the rhyme, the verse and its modalities (distribution of accents), the
rhythm and its conditioning factors. From written text to recitation: recitation styles, the relationship between the
type of poem and the way of reciting it.

The poets reading their own texts.



Methodology
The learning of this subject is distributed as follows:

- Autonomous activities. These activities include the time dedicated to personal study to expand knowledge or
to get more fully acquainted about some aspect, as well as the time to prepare activities for both reading
comprehension and written production.

- Directed activities. These activities are divided into master classes and practices and seminars led by the
teacher in which proposed exercises on the contents explained in class will be discussed.

- Supervised activities. These are tutorials scheduled by the teacher, dedicated to correcting and commenting
on problems related to the different fields of phonetic specialization explained.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Classe magistral 30 1.2 1,3,4,7

Solving exercises 26 1.04 1,7

Type: Supervised

Supervision and revision of exercises 20 0.8 57

Type: Autonomous

Knowledge expansion 30 1.2 1,2, 7

Preparation of reading comprehension activities 17 0.68 1,3,5

Preparation of written production activities 14.5 0.58 3,6,7
Assessment

- Class attendance will be taken into account.

- The student must do 1 test (40%).

- The student must do 1 coursework (40%).

- The student have to do an oral presentation about his/her work

- The three evaluation activities are compolsory.

- If a student is presented with one of the assessment tests, it will be considered NON-ASSESSED.

- The reassessment of the subject is compolsory when the mark is lower than 5. The cuorsework is not
possible to reassess.

- Those students who have obtained a mark lower than 3.5 in the average, they can not do the reassessment.

- At the time of each assessment activity, the teacher will inform the students (through Moodle) of the
procedure of revision the exams and the date which they will have the marks.



- In the event that tests or exams cannot be taken onsite, they will be adapted to an online format made
available through the UAB's virtual tools (original weighting will be maintained). Homework, activities and class
participation will be carried out through forums, wikis and/or discussion on Teams, etc. Lecturers will ensure
that students are able to access these virtual tools, or will offer them feasible alternatives.

Plagiarism

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject and the reassessment of the
subject will not be possible.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Oral presentation 20% 1 0.04 2

Test 40% 1.5 0.06 1,3,4,5,7

Work about some topic on Phonetics 40% 10 0.4 1,6,7
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OBSERVATIONS:

More specific references will be provided in class materials
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