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Mercé Rius

Prerequisites

No prerequisite.

Objectives and Contextualisation
1. It will be about knowing the evolution of European political institutions from the perspective of philosophy.
2. Therefore, although the course will focus on conceptual analysis, it will be carried out in a historical order.

3. However, the historical approach will be carried out from the present, that is, based on the issues and
problems that currently arise in political philosophy.

4. In addition, the political theme has always been closely related to other "areas" of philosophy: ethics above
all, but also epistemology or even ontology. Then you will have to know how to move in those other areas
according to the author considered.

5. Itis intended that the student learns to guide their study with full awareness of these interrelationships.

Competences

® Analysing and summarising the main arguments of fundamental texts of philosophy in its various
disciplines.

® Applying the knowledge of ethics to the moral problems of society, and assessing the implications about
the human condition of changes in the world of contemporary techniques.

® Recognising and interpreting topics and problems of philosophy in its various disciplines.

® Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.



® Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

® Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

Learning Outcomes

1. Accurately drawing up normative texts.

Accurately using the specific lexicon of the history of philosophy.

3. Autonomously searching, selecting and processing information both from structured sources
(databases, bibliographies, specialized magazines) and from across the network.

4. Correctly, accurately and clearly communicating the acquired philosophical knowledge in oral and
written form.

5. Effectively communicating and applying the argumentative and textual processes to formal and

scientific texts.

Establishing relationships between science, philosophy, art, religion, politics, etc.

Expressing both orally and in written form, the issues and basic problems of the philosophical tradition.

Indicating and summarising the common content of several manifestations of various fields of culture.

Relating the characteristic elements and factors of the philosophical tradition.

Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of

autonomy.

11. Summarising the main arguments of the great contemporary texts of ethics and political philosophy.

12. Summarising the topics and arguments exposed in a classical philosophical debate.

13. Using suitable terminology when drawing up an academic text.
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Content

Introduction

I. The ancient community.

a) Plato against the sophists: the art of the politician.
b) Aristotle: politics as a way of life.

c) Cicero: republicanism and ius humanum.

Il. The transition to modernity.

a) Contributions of Christianity to political philosophy.
b) Machiavelli: the reason of State.

c) Jean Bodin: the concept of sovereignty.

lll. Theories of the social pact.

a) Hobbes: the absolutism of state power.

b) Locke: natural rights and liberalism.

¢) Rousseau: the collective political subject.

IV. The constitutional State.

a) Kant and the cosmopolitan Idea.



b) Towards a philosophy of history.

Methodology

During the face-to-face sessions, the teacher will present the subjects of the program with special emphasis on
the main concepts, which will be framed in the appropriate argumentation. Thus, this exhibition will also offer
guidelines for reading texts.

The mandatory reading must be done in the recommended editions, which are the following in this order:

1) The original version in English, in Harcourt Publisher, whose PDF on the net is freely accessible:
https://grattoncourses.files.wordpress.com/2019/12/hannah-arendt-on-violence-harcourt-brace-jovanovich-1969.

2) Sobre la violencia, Angle Editorial, Barcelona.

3) Sobre la violencia, Alianza.

Any work that is not based on one of these three editions will not be accepted.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Master class 35 1.4 6,92

Text reading orientation 10 0.4 3,6,9,12

Type: Supervised

Tutorials 20 0.8 3,4

Type: Autonomous

Reading the recommended bibliography 50 2 9

Study and preparation of works 27.5 1.1 3,1,6,7,5,13,9,2
Assessment
First test:

It will consist of a review, made at home, of On Violence (1969), by Hannah Arendt. The general presentation
rules (to be specified in more detail in Moodle, in February) will be the following:

Typeface: Times New Roman 12.

Line spacing: 1.5.


https://grattoncourses.files.wordpress.com/2019/12/hannah-arendt-on-violence-harcourt-brace-jovanovich-1969.pdf

Maximum length: 5,000 characters (with spaces).

Second test:

It will consist of a written exam during the class time slot. The evaluable subject will cover topics | and Il of the
program ("The ancient community" and "The transition to modernity").

Third test:

It will consist of a written exam during the class time slot. The evaluable subject will cover topics Il and IV of
the program ("Theories of the social pact" and "The constitutional State").

The final grade is calculated as follows:

The first test, 20% of the final grade.
The second test and the third test, each one of them, 40% of the final grade. 20% of the final grade.

The subject will be considered passed if the average of the three tests is not less than 5. And always insofar as
the average is only calculable between grades not lower than 4.5.

Test dates

1) The first test will be delivered on April 5, 2022.
2) The second test will be held on April 26, 2022.
3) The third test, on May 26, 2022.

If any eventuality forces a change of dates, the teacher would inform the class as far in advance as possible,
and through the course delegate.

In the event that the tests cannot be done in person, their format will be adapted (maintaining their weighting)
to the possibilities offered by the UAB's virtual tools. Homework, activities and class participation will be done
through forums, wikis and/or exercise discussions through Teams, etc. The teacher will ensure that the student
can access it or offer alternative means, which are within his/her reach.

Conditions for final reassessment:
a)

The subject will be considered non-evaluable if the student does not appear (under the proper conditions
formulated in this Guide; see the Organization Rules) to any of the ordinary tests without communicating their
reasons to the teacher either before the evaluation date or during the following 10 calendar days, and this in
the event that an unexpected incident prevents them from appearing. Logically, the alleged causes must be
force majeure and documented. However, the always exceptional possibility of recovering an omitted test will
not be extended to three ordinary examination session.

b)

There will be no global revaluation, but only of each of the suspended ordinary tests. However, to access the
final revaluation, you must have an evaluation that has already been approved (or, at least, rated 4.5). In a
two-hour exam, no more than two ordinary tests can be re-evaluated. Thus, in the data set by Academic
Management, it will only be possible to revalue: the first and the second, the first and the third, or the second
and the third. Now, in order to re-evaluate the first test, will have had to be presented he review in the first



convocatory.

c)

c) The test qualified with a 4.5 should be re-evaluated only if the average with the other two is less than 5.
Evidence review:

The revision dateof each test will be indicated in due course through Moodle.

Organizational rules:

If the student (1) does not personally deliver the test prepared at home at the established place, date and time,
(2) if he / she does not appear for one of the tests carried out in the classroom or (3) arrives late to the same,
that is, when the ballots with the questions are already distributed and the consequent instructions have been
given, in any of the three cases, the convocatory is lost.You can only recover it as part of the final revaluation if
you meet the conditions indicated in the previous section (Conditions for final recovery). An exception will be
made, allowing him / her to carry out the test, if the student provides due justification for his / her delay in the
immediate 5 calendar days; otherwise, the test will be destroyed without grading it. Regarding the delivery of
the test carried out at home, if any circumstance prevents him from scrupulously complying with the rules, the
student must notify the teacher well in advance.

Regarding the possibility of sending work by email, it will only be effective if the teacher so decides at the time.
Otherwise, they will be dismissed. It will also be those that are deposited at the Department's box office, unless
consent has been obtained in this regard.

Warning: If plagiarism is committed in any of the aforementioned tests (that is, if fragments of a publication are
reproduced, in paper or digital format, without citing the source: author's name and publication reference), the
note obtained will be automatically a zero, and will result in the loss of the right to revaluation. In accordance
with current academic regulations.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

First test: accreditation of reading. 20% of the final grade 2.5 0.1 3,4,1,6,7,5,13,9,11,12,2

Second test: exam. 40% of the final grade 2.5 0.1 8,3,4,1,7,5,13,10,9,12,2

Third test: exam 40% of the final grade 2.5 0.1 8,3,4,1,7,5,13,10,9,12, 2
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Software



No specific software is needed.



