U " B 2021/2022

Language Acquisition and Processing

Universitat Autdbnoma
de Barcelona Code: 101730
ECTS Credits: 9
Degree Type Year Semester
2500893 Speech therapy FB 1 2

The proposed teaching and assessment methodology that appear in the guide may be subject to changes as a
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Contact Use of Languages
Name: Olga Soler Vilageliu Principal working language: catalan (cat)
Email: Olga.Soler@uab.cat Some groups entirely in English: No

Some groups entirely in Catalan: Yes

Some groups entirely in Spanish: No
Other comments on languages

IMPORTANT If any student has difficulty understanding the question of the tests written in Catalan (exchange
students, for example) they may request the test in Spanish. Do it in writing to the co-ordinator of this matter
BEFORE THE 4TH week.

Teachers

Melina Aparici Aznar
Paula Resina Curado
Alondra Camus Torres

Maria Inés Cano Melero

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for attending this course. However, we recommend a good command of
orthography and grammar of student's first language. Reading in English is a plus.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The aim of this course is to provide students with basic knowledge about two basic subjects in
psycholinguistics: how we acquire language in infancy and how we process language.

The main objectives of the subject are:
- Know the main theoretical frameworks in psycholinguistics
- Describe the features and functions of human language

- Understand the different phases of human language processing and know the internal representations
associated with it.



- Know the stages in the acquisition of linguistic and communicative skills from infancy to adulthood
- Identify different data collection methods for the study of psycholinguistics
- Relate language development with cognitive and social development.

- Detect difficulties in first stages of language acquisition

Competences

® Adapt ones communication to various audiences in accordance with age, pathology, etc.

® Analyse and synthesise information.

® Demonstrate an understanding and correct use of the terminology and methodology of speech-therapy
research.

® Evaluate the scientific production that supports speech therapists professional development.

® Integrate the foundations of biology (anatomy and physiology), psychology (evolutionary processes and
development), language and teaching as these relate to speech-therapy intervention in communication,
language, speech, hearing, voice and non-verbal oral functions.

® Managing communication and information technologies.

® Understand, integrate and relate new knowledge deriving from autonomous learning.

Learning Outcomes

Analyse and synthesise.
Assess and judge the adequacy of the methodology used in specific research.
Correctly use the terminology and methodology characteristics of scientific research.
Describe the basic mechanisms of communicative function in language and know how to apply this the
conversational environment
5. Describe the various psychological processes involved in the production and comprehension of
discourse, and relate these.
6. Identify and assess the adequacy of scientific productions on the acquisition and development of
language.
7. Identify key inputs from scientific processes related to psychological processes that support the
professional development of speech therapists.
8. ldentify the psychological and psycholinguistic foundations of speech.
9. Identify, describe and relate the different phases of natural language processing in perception and
production.
10. Identify, describe and relate the different stages of language acquisition.
11. Infer the implications of evolutionary-development processes on language, speech, hearing, voice and
non-verbal oral functions.
12. List and relate the features and functions of human language.
13. Managing communication and information technologies.
14. Understand, integrate and relate new knowledge deriving from autonomous learning.
15. Use strategies appropriate to presenting oral arguments on issues covered in class.
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Content
1. 1. Language acquisition

1.1. Theories on language acquisition

1.2. Methodology in psycholinguistics research
1. 2. Stages of language acquisition

2.1. Pre-linguistic communication: intentional communication, speech perception skills in babies, adult
adaptations



2.2. Lexical acquisition: first words, explosion of the lexicon, developmental phenomena in meaning acquisition
2.3. Phonological development: pre-linguistic behaviour, phonological development and simplifying procedures

2.4. Morpho-syntactic acquisition: telegraphic speech, morphology acquisition, simple sentences, complex
sentences and sentence modalities.

2.5. Pragmatics development: conversational skills and speech acts
1. 3. Language development beyond five years: late developments
3.1. Late semantic and pragmatic developments: non-literal meaning.
3.2. Late syntactic developments: compound sentences; complex syntactic structures.
3.3. Discourse building
1. 4. Language processing in perception
4.1. Understanding language
4.1.1. Speech perception in adults and children
4.1.2. Word storing and recognition
4.1.3. Language structure: syntactic processing
4.2. Communication and language
4.2.1. Pragmatics
4.2.2. Discourse comprehension
1. 5. Language production
5.1. Speech production. Stages and spontaneous speech errors.
5.2. Production of written language
1. 6. Language as a modular skill

6.1. Fundamental debates on cognition and language

Methodology

- Master classes: the lecturer will provide theoretical content with the support of multimedia materials. Students
are expected to participate in debates and other classroom activities.

- Workshop classes will deal with cases or experiments which students have to carry out and discuss.

- Online classroom: Moodle will be used to provide students with materials and assessment tests, as well as
promote communication.

N.B. The proposed teaching and assessment methodologies may experience some modifications as a
result of the restrictions on face-to-face learning imposed by the health authorities. The teaching staff will
use the Moodle classroom or the usual communication channel to specify whether the different directed
and assessment activities are to be carried out on site or online, as instructed by the Faculty.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.



Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Master classes with the support of TIC and group discussion 64.5 2.58 3,15
Workshop (Lab) 8 0.32 1,6,3,2
Workshop classes (Seminar) 6 0.24 1,6,7,15,2

Type: Supervised

Individual attention to students 10.5 0.42 1,6,7,2

Participation in discussions and other activities at the online campus. 10 0.4 1,14, 3,13

Type: Autonomous

Autonomous search of information 20 0.8 1,14,6,7,13, 2

Individual study and exam preparation 50 2 1,14

Reading papers and book chapters 48 1.92 1,14,7
Assessment

Evidences 1 and 2: There will be two multiple-choice examinations (1st and 2nd evaluation period). Each of
them adds 40% to the final grade (40%+40%=80%). These examinations will be taken individually.

Evidence 3: The remaining 20% is the average grading of workshops. Workshops will be assessed by means
of short questionnaires and brief reports. A minimum of 4 evaluations must be submitted.

Students with a grade of 5 or more will pass the course. In order to be assessed, the student must take part in
the three assessment activities mentioned above and it is necessary to obtain a minimum score of 3,5 in EV1
and EV2. Any student that did not complete any examination or did not obtain a 3,5 in each assessment will
NOT pass the course, even if the average of the qualifications reaches 5 or above.

Any student that has presented a 40% of evaluation activities will be considered assessable.
Reassessment:

Students who have covered 2/3 of the assessment but has obtained a grade between 3.5 and 5, can take a
reassessment exam (reassessment period). This exam will be on the subjects the student failed. The
maximum grade to be obtained in this exam is 5. In case the student resits and obtains a qualification higher
that 5, the original grade will be changed for a 5 in order to compute the final qualification.

The guidelines for assessment can be found here:
https://www.uab.cat/web/estudiar/graus/graus/avaluacions-1345722525858.html
No unique final synthesis test for students who enrole for the second time or more is anticipated.

The examination form will be in Catalan. Any student that wishes to take the exam in Spanish needs to ask for
its translation before week 4.



Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes
Ev1 40% of the final score 2 0.08 14,5, 4,12,8,6,7,10,9, 11,13
Ev2 40% of the final score 2 0.08 14,5,4,12,8,6,7,10,9, 11,13
Ev3 Brief reports 20% of the final score 4 0.16 1,3,15,2
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