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Prerequisites

The only prerequisite for this course is that the student should be interested in discovering and deepening an
approach to communication and journalism aimed at promoting processes of social change, and a model of
sustainable development based on human rights, gender equality and global justice.

Students should be curious about the role of communicators and journalists in the different institutions and
organizations that act in the system of international cooperation and entities ttah work for social cohesion (also
seen as a job opportunity), as well as the role of media and the content that contribute to generate social
awareness about the challenges of today's world.

Objectives and Contextualisation
General objective of the course:

To provide students with specific knowledge and tools for a differentiated and specialized professional profile,
orientede both to the classic functions of journalism and to other work opportunities in international
organizations, social organizations, NGOs, international cooperation agencies, etc.

Specific objectives of the students:

® To know what is meant by human development, social change and other related concepts /
perspectives (Human Rights, gender equality, global justice, etc.).

® Know the UN agenda on Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) and identify their main indicators.

® Study the main strategies of communication for development, communication for social change,
participatory communication, etc.

® Investigate and analyse the human rights situation regarding information, communication and
cyberspace, as well as the relationship between communication and international cooperation.

® To learn how to design the fundamental elements of a project of communication for development and
social change.

® Understand the role of communication and journalism professionals in these areas and identify possible
job opportunities in governmental and non-governmental organizations and institutions.



Competences

® Abide by ethics and the canons of journalism, as well as the regulatory framework governing
information.

® Demonstrate a self-learning and self-demanding capacity to ensure an efficient job.

® Develop critical thinking and reasoning and be able to relay them effectively in Catalan, Spanish and a
third language.

® Disseminate the areas knowledge and innovations.

® Generate innovative and competitive ideas in research and professional practice.

® Relay journalistic information in the language characteristic of each communication medium, in its
combined modern forms or on digital media, and apply the genres and different journalistic procedures.

® Respect the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.

® Use ones imagination with flexibility, originality and ease.

Learning Outcomes

1. Apply the professional ethics of journalism to strategic communication in the field of political
communication.

2. Apply the professional ethics of journalism to strategic communication in the field of press offices and
institutional communication.

3. Apply the technologies and systems used to process, produce and relay information in the field of
strategic communication.

4. Demonstrate a self-learning and self-demanding capacity to ensure an efficient job.

Develop critical thinking and reasoning and be able to relay them effectively in Catalan, Spanish and a

third language.

Disseminate the areas knowledge and innovations.

Generate innovative and competitive ideas in research and professional practice.

Respect the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.

Use ones imagination with flexibility, originality and ease.
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Content
Subject Overview

1. The relationship between communication, international cooperation, development and social change.
Paradigms, models and applied strategies.

2. International programmes of international cooperation and aid for development. The UN Agenda 2030
for Sustainable Development Goals (SDG).

3. Knowledge society and media development. Human rights and activism related to information,
communication and cyberspace.

4. Media and its discourse on development, cooperation and related issues. Ways to inform from
alternative approaches (peace journalism, inclusive languages, intercultural dialogue, etc.).

5. Communication and journalism professionals as promoters of social change. Design of projects and
campaigns.

The order of the topics indicated may vary according to the final planning of the subject. The detailed calendar
will be available on the first day of class. Students will find all information on the Virtual Campus: the
description of the activities, teaching materials, and any necessary information for the proper follow-up of the
subject. In case of a change of teaching modality for health reasons, teachers will make readjustments in the
schedule and methodologies.

The contents of the subject will be sensitive to the Human Rights-based approach and the gender perspective.

Methodology

The teaching methodology of the subject combines different sessions of oral presentations, theoretical
explanations, case studies and debate, as well as participatory seminars/workshops and practical work



sessions in a computerised classroom. The fundamental principle is to establish and share a common base of
knowledge so that, during the course, students can go deeper into the aspects they prioritise and apply them to
the subjects they are most interested in.

The professors will provide in classes, tutorial meetings and/or via Virtual Campus all the information and
documentation necessary for the proper follow-up of the subject.

The proposed teaching methodology and evaluation activities may undergo some modifications depending on
the attendance restrictions imposed by the health authorities.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Learning

Hours ECTS
Outcomes

Type: Directed

Seminars, workshops and practical activities 33 1.32 1,2,9, 3,
4,5,6,7,
8

Theory classes 15 0.6 9,586,7,
8

Type: Supervised

Tutoring 6 0.24 1,2,9,3,
4,5,7,8

Type: Autonomous

Search, selection and reading of bibliography and other resources. Personal study. 91 3.64 1,2,9,3,
Planning and individual work / teamwork. 4,5,6,7,
8
Assessment

The subject adopts a system of continuous assessment, so it is assumed that the attendance of students to all
training activities mentioned above is mandatory.

The final grade of the subject will be calculated as a weighted average, based on the following evaluation
activities:

- Activity A. Practical exercises: 25% on the final grade;
- Activity B. Individual exams: 30% on the final grade;
- Activity C. Active participation in classes, seminars, workshops and tutorials: 15% on the final grade;

- Activity D. Final Teamwork: 30% on the final grade.

To be able to pass the course, it will be necessary:




1) to have carried out and submitted all the assessment activities. In case of absence due to justified reasons
of force majeure, the corresponding proof must be presented to the professors; otherwise, the activities will be
recorded as Not Completed.

2) obtain a minimum grade/average of 5 in each of the activities A, B and D.

The proposed teaching methodology and evaluation activities may undergo some modifications depending on
the attendance restrictions imposed by the health authorities.

Reevaluation
In order to be eligible for reassessment, students must fulfil the following two conditions:

1) not having reached the minimum criteria established to pass the subject;
2) to have been assessed during the semester of a set of activities, the weight of which corresponds to a
minimum of 2/3 of the total grade of the subject.

Activities C and D are excluded from the reevaluation system.

Second Enrollment

In the case of a second enrolment, students could do asingle synthesis exam about the whole content of the
subject. The grading of the subject will correspond to the grade of the synthesis exam/assignment.

Plagiarism

The studentwho performs any irregularity (copy, plagiarism, identity theft, etc.) that may lead to a significant
variation in the grade of an act of evaluation, will be graded with 0 this act of evaluation. In case of more than
one irregularity, the final grade of the subject will be 0.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

A) Practic work at lab 25% 0 0 1,2,9,3,4,5,6,7,8

B) Individual exams 30% 5 0.2 1,2,9,4,5,6

C) Active participation in seminars, workshops and tutorials 15% 0 0 2,9,3,5,6,7,8

D) Final Teamwork 30% 0 0 1,2,9,3,4,5,6,7,8
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Throughout the course, professors will confirm and update the mandatory readings, as well as provide specific
complementary resources according to the subjects dealt with.

Software

This course does not require any specialised software. For any virtual activities, Microsoft Teams will be used.
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