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Objectives and Contextualisation

Objective of the course

The objective of the course  is to offer a first approach toBasic Principals of Social and Cultural Anthropology
Social Anthropology and the anthropological perspective of analysis based on the affirmation of the existence
of a shared and varied humanity. It is a general overview of the discipline, including objects of study-analysis of
cultures and their diversity-, its historical trajectory, methodology and research techniques-fieldwork-, its main
areas of research and some of its applications in the contemporary world. It consists on illustrating
ethnographically the human cultural diversity, discussing theoretical concepts and explanations about it,
addressing some of the classic and contemporary texts by key authors-and critically reflecting around the
scientific study of socio-cultural differences and the construction of inequality, as well as developing critical
perspectives for constructing egalitarian coexistence. This course offers, through seven subjects, an
introductory vision to anthropology as a discipline and to some of the particular fields in which it is manifested:
kinship, economy, politics and religion. Finally, it also aims to approach a way of looking at and analyse the
world in a way that respects different cultures and societies.

Competences

Express correctly and in a non-sexist or homophobic manner both orally and in writing.
Incorporate the non-androcentric perspective in the work carried out.
Interpret and explain the history of gender relations, the significance of differences and the processes of
generating inequalities in a context of globalization.

Interpret gender inequalities in relation to sexuality, class, ethnicity and territory based on the concepts
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1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

5.  
6.  

7.  

Interpret gender inequalities in relation to sexuality, class, ethnicity and territory based on the concepts
and approaches of sociocultural analysis.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

Learning Outcomes

Apply knowledge of cultural variability and its genesis to avoid ethnocentric projections.
Distinguish the effects of the sex and gender variables in the empirical analyzes.
Distinguish the various processes of intercultural relationship.
Identify the intersection of the different axes of inequality: class, race, sexuality, gender expression and
functional diversity.
Make an inclusive use of language.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Use the basic concepts of social and cultural anthropology to understand the relationships between
different societies and cultures.

Content

Contents

The subject  is an initial approach to the study of theBasic Principals of Social and Cultural Anthropology
human socio-cultural variability, from a comparative perspective. Throughout the semester, the basic concepts
and key themes of Social and Cultural Anthropology are presented and developed. We will deal with the
classic thematic areas and some of the most recent developments of the discipline will be introduced. Through
the study of ethnographic cases that illustrate cultural diversity, and with the support of reading materials,
audiovisuals and guest speakers, students will acquire a basic knowledge of anthropological discipline.

Topic 1. What is Anthropology?

- Human diversity and its interpretation.

- The debate between nature and culture.

Topic 2. Historical Approach to Anthropology

- Background: the concept of 'otherness' in Western history.

- The emergence of academic Anthropology.

- Anthropology in the field and social sciences.

- Object, method and anthropological techniques.

- Ethnography and Fieldwork. Emic and Etic Perspectives.

Topic 3. Economy and Exchange

- Modes, forms and relations of production and reproduction.

- Reciprocity, redistribution and exchange.

- Trade, money, market and circulation of goods, services, parts of the body and people.

Topic 4. Families

- Social construction of kinship ties.

- The gaze of classical anthropology towards kinship.
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- The gaze of classical anthropology towards kinship.

- Introduction of gender perspective in kinship analysis.

- Gender, regulation of sexuality and organization of procreation.

- Anthropology of reproduction and reproductive policies.

Topic 5. Power(s)

- Political anthropology.

- Biopolitics and governance.

- Hegemony

Topic 6. Symbolic systems: beliefs and rituals

- Universality of the religious phenomenon.

- The sacred and the profane. Mythology.

- Symbols, rituals and rites of passage.

- New forms of religiosity

Topic 7. What is Anthropology useful for?

- Applied anthropology.

- Research and Dissemination: services to people, communities, administrations and public and private
organisations and the states.

Methodology

Methodology

- The teaching methodology and evaluation proposed in the guide may undergo some modification depending
on the restrictions imposed by the health authorities.

- All activities are programmed, and the assessment exercises have a deadline of delivery that must be strictly
, according to the proposed through the Moodle.fulfilled

-The work of the students consists fundamentally in the investigation and analysis of information, the execution
of the readings foreseen, the accomplishment and delivery (sending via virtual campus) of the works and
comments and the Participation in the guided debates.

- The readings are also part of the syllabus evaluated through the exam.

-The different exercises will be returned corrected with comments and guidelines for their reformulation, if
deemed necessary, and for the following assessment.

-The student must take into account that the Moodle is the space through which fundamental information of the
 Therefore, course are notified. it is your responsibility to be attentive to the news and information that will be

sent.

-  In urgent cases, it is suggested resorting to communicationThe communication will be done through Moodle.
Via WhatsApp, FaceBook or Twitter.

About the mentoring:

The mentoring sessions will be held at the B9-217 office. In case of change, it will be communicated at the
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The mentoring sessions will be held at the B9-217 office. In case of change, it will be communicated at the
beginning of the course.

Mondays (in-person) from 14:45 to 16:45 and Fridays (arranged) from 14:45 to 15:45

It is suggested to carry out at least one individual tutorial duringthe first month of the course.

About the writing assignments:

Form and Formatting Aspects

All written works must be submitted:

Through Moodle
Identified with the NIU
In Word format
With the page number
Indicating the total number of words
In Catalan, Spanish or English
Without spelling and / or grammatical errors
With citations, notes, references and bibliography in APA format

Content: See the specific instructions of each assignment.

Correction criteria:

Quality of the presentation, format, writing and bibliographical references in APA
Comprehension, amplitude and depth of the analysis of the bibliography, presentations and viewings
and their relation with the concepts of the course.
Presentation of an articulated text through a coherent and academic-based argumentation.
Linkage of presentations, bibliographies and / or views with ethnographic examples from the press, own
experience or ethnographic observation.

Scale of qualification:

- At the beginning of the course, evaluation rubrics will be provided through Moodle.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Clases teóricas y prácticas 38 1.52 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6, 7

Discussion seminars about the compulsory readings 6 0.24 2, 5, 4, 6, 7

Type: Supervised

Individual and grupal tutorials 4.5 0.18 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 7

Type: Autonomous

Readings 12 0.48 2, 5, 4, 6

Readings and written essays 17 0.68 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6, 7
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Study and personal work 30 1.2 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6, 7

Assessment

Evaluation activities

Activity 1 (10%) Tests of the required readings + bibliographical references in APA

The classes dedicated to the required readings will begin with a virtual quiz on each reading. It will be essential
to have read the reading in advance in order to be able to answer the test.

The test will be taken online with the device that the student has at her disposal on: September 20, September
29, October 6, October 25, November 8, November 17, November 24, December 1.

Finally, there will be a test to learn how to correctly make a list of bibliographic references in APA format, which
will be taken until October 4 at the latest.

Activity 2 (30%)

Delivery of a 500-word commentary relating 3 of the 8 required reading texts with a free-choice press release,
to be delivered on November 3.

Activity 3: Service-learning (30%)

Participation in the SexAFIN project: affective-sexual and reproductive education at primary schools through a
learning and service activity.

The learning will consist of knowing about the research process on sexuality and childhood, through:

- The signing of the confidentiality document for having access to anonymized research data (individual) (5%),
to be delivered no later than October 20.

- The verbatim transcription of a focus group conducted in primary schools (individual) (5%), to be delivered by 
 at the latest.December 1

- A content analysis of the focus groups (group work of 3 or 4 people who have transcribed focus groups
conducted in the same primary school class) (10%), to be submitted by January 10.

- The design of activity for a workshop on affective-sexual and reproductive education at school, based on the
transcription and analysis (10%), due on January 19.

Test (40%): December 22

Individual written test in class on the content of the sessions, including the compulsory readings, the lectures
and the related viewings. The exam will consist of two parts:

- a multiple-choice test on the compulsory readings (25%)

- a commentary on a press release related to the compulsory readings and the content of the course (75%).

Evaluation normativity

- To be considered as having passed the subject, you will need to obtain a minimum grade of 5.0 as an
average grade resulting from the marks obtained in each of the activities, considering the percentage of each
of them in the final grade.

- Once the subject has been passed, it cannot be subject to a new evaluation.
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- Those who for attendance at meetings of the collegiate bodies of university representation or other reasons
provided for in their respective regulations cannot attend programmed evaluation activities at any time, they
have the right to be programmes a different day and time for its realization

- Those who participate in the different assessment activities and they need it, they will receive a justification
document for this participation.

- The ones who carry out any irregularity that can lead to a significant variation of the qualification of an
evaluation activity, this and the whole subject will be qualified with 0, regardless of the disciplinary process that
can be instructed.

- The disciplinary process derived from copying or plagiarism, both in the case of work and in the case of
exams, implies a 0 (zero) for the activity, the loss of the right to reevaluation and the suspension of the entire
course. Remember that a "copy" is considered a work that reproduces in whole or in part the work of another
classmate. "Plagiarism" is to present all or part of an author's text as one's own, without citing the sources,
either on paper or in digital format. See UAB documentation on "plagiarism" at: 
http://wuster.uab.es/web_argumenta_obert/unit_20/sot_2_01.html
- The deadline for the delivery of the activities is clearly detailed in this teaching guide. Any activity not
delivered within the established deadline will be considered as not delivered.

- At the time of completion of each evaluation activity, the student will be informed through Moodle of the
procedure and grade review form.

- The student will receive a grade of "Not evaluable" if he/she has not submitted more than 30% of the
evaluation activities.

About the re-revaluation

They can re-evaluate those who:

- Have obtained an average grade of the 4 (four) activities of at least 3.5

- The re-evaluation will consist of a single test and will take place on the day, time and place programmed by
the Faculty.

- The mark obtained in the re-evaluation will constitute the final grade of the subject.

Evaluation in case of virtual teaching

In the event that tests or exams cannot be taken onsite, they will be adapted to an online format made
available through the UAB's virtual tools (original weighting will be maintained). Homework, activities and class
participation will be carried out through forums, wikis, and/or discussion on Teams, etc. Lecturers will ensure
that students are able to access these virtual tools or will offer them feasible alternatives.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Commentary on three of the eight required readings 30% 11 0.44 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6, 7

Final exam 30% 11 0.44 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6, 7

Service-learning activity 30% 11 0.44 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6, 7

Tests of the required readings + bibliographical references in APA 10% 9.5 0.38 1, 3, 2, 5, 4, 6, 7

Bibliography
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Ginsburg, Faye. & Rapp, Rayna. (1991). The politics of reproduction. , ,Annual Review of Anthropology 20
311-43.
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Lafuente, Sara (2018). Egg Donation in the Making: Gender, Selection and (In)Visibilities in the Spanish
Bioeconomy of Reproduction. En Pavone, V. y Goven, J. (2018). Bioeconomies: life, technology and capital in
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Recommended audiovisuals

Almodóvar, Pedro. (1997).  España, 101 min.Carne trémula.

Bayona, Juan Antonio. (2012).  España, 107 min.Lo imposible (The impossible).

Branagh, Kenneth. (1994). . USA, 123 min.Frankenstein de Mary Shelley

Boileau, Laurent. (2012). Piel color miel. Bélgica, 70 min.

Eastwood, Clint. (2002).  USA, 115 min.Deuda de sangre (Blood Work).

Fabiánová, Diana. (2010). La luna en ti. Eslovenia, 120 min. http://vimeo.com/40773282

González Iñárritu, Alejandro. (2003). . USA, 125 min.21 gramos

Hormann, Sherry. (2009).  UK, 120 min.La flor del desierto (Desert flower).

Kreuzpaintner, Marco. (2007).  USA, 120 min.Trade (El precio de la inocencia).

Lewin, Ben. (2012).  USA, 98 min.The sessions.

Niccol, Andrew. (1997).  USA, 106 min.Gattaca.

Oshima, Nagisa. (1976).  Japón, 100 min.El imperio de los sentidos (Ai no korîda).

Pang Chun, Oxide. & Pang, Danny. (2002). . Hong Kong, 98 min.The eye (Gin Gwai)

Stilson, Jeff. (2009). . USA, 95 min.Good hair

TV Series:

Ball, Alan. (2001-2005). . Tv serie. USA, 5 temporadas de 12/13 episodios.Six feet under

Curtis, Simon. (2010-…).  Tv serie. 2010. UK, 5 temporadas de 10 episodios cada una.Downton Abbey.

Gervais, Ricky. (2019). . Miniserie TV. UK, 1 temporada de 6 episodios.After Life

Weiner, Matthew. (2007-2015).  Tv serie. USA, 7 temporadas de 13 episodios cada una.Mad men.

Documentaries:
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AFIN. (2011). Congreso Internacional AFIN. Barcelona. Una mujer narra su historia sobre un embarazo y una
'donación' en el año 1971. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9Ox361chsYM

Armengou, Montse. & Belis, Ricard. (2002). Els nens perduts del franquisme.  (parte1). TelevisióTrenta minuts
de Catalunya (TV3). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zA3M-k-ckis

Armengou, Montse. & Belis, Ricard. (2002). Els nens perduts del franquisme.  (parte 2). TelevisióTrenta minut
de Catalunya (TV3). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YuJNElQkzIY

Armengou, Montse. & Belis, Ricard. (2012). . TV3.Torneu-me el fill!

Armengou, Montse. & Belis, Ricard. (2015). Els internats de la por.  Televisió de CatalunyaSense Ficció.
(TV3). https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ttAbGa789Hg

Armengou, M. & Belis, R. (2016).  TV3  60 min. (documentary)Jo també vull sexe! ,

Armengou, Montse., Belis, Ricard. & Elfa, Albert. (2018). Desemparats. Sense ficció. Televisió de Catalunya
(TV3). 
http://www.ccma.cat/tv3/sense-ficcio/desemparats-miniserie-documental-dinvestigacio-sobre-les-retirades-de-me

Artigas, Xavier & Ortega, Xapo. (2013)  Ciutat Morta. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QIeFJqt0rqg

BBC. (2009). Cuentos de la jungla: Malinowski y las Islas Trobiand. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YBQi9STHI5U

BBC. (2009). Tales from the jungle: Margaret Mead. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DjGRCi7ewtY

Belis, Ricard. (2016). Jo també vull sexe!. Sense ficció. Televisió de Catalunya (TV3). 
https://www.ccma.cat/tv3/alacarta/sense-ficcio/jo-tambe-vull-sexe/video/5634098/

Carracedo, Almudena. y Bahar, Robert. (2018). El silencio de los otros. (España, 96').

Centeno, Antonio. & De la Morena, Raúl. (2015). España, 60 min. (documentary)Yes, we fuck!
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