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Demography

Code: 101582
ECTS Credits: 6

Degree Type Year Semester

2500256 Social and Cultural Anthropology OT 3 1

2500256 Social and Cultural Anthropology OT 4 1

Other comments on languages

Catalan will be the language of first choice in teaching, but use of Spanish and English by students is
welcomed.

Prerequisites

No previous requirements

Students from Antropologia Social i Cultural will be part of the followin course group

104240 Demografia i Societats Contemporànies

Objectives and Contextualisation

Course objective: The basic objective of the subject is to introduce students to the basic features of the study
of human populations, both in terms of the DEMOGRAPHIC METHOD and of the KNOWLEDGE of the most
general demographic phenomena; as well as its interrelation with historical, territorial and environmental
contextual elements.
a) Introducing the students to the main demographic indicators
• Calculation of indicators: methods and data sources.
• Demographic information available: data banks on the Internet
b) How is the behavior of real populations.
• Understanding the historical process of shaping populations and demographic systems
• Interactions of the demographic system with other spheres of human activity, environment and planning.
c) Reinforcement of the logical and analytical elements in relation to population studies.
• Demographic approaches for the interpretation of social information.

Competences

Social and Cultural Anthropology

Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
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Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Take account of social, economic and environmental impacts when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
Take sex- or gender-based inequalities into consideration when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
Use digital tools and critically interpret specific documentary sources.

Learning Outcomes

Analysing and interpreting demographic problems.
Analysing the main dynamics of today's world from a geographic viewpoint.
Assess the reliability of sources, select important data and cross-check information.
Classifying problems related to demographic phenomena.
Comparing and contrasting relevant geographic data.
Identify the principal forms of sex- or gender-based inequality and discrimination present in society.
Identify the social, economic and environmental implications of academic and professional activities
within one?s own area of knowledge.
Summarising acquired knowledge about the origin and transformations experienced in the several fields
of anthropology.

Content

Introduction to the course, contents and methodology
The subject of Demography.
Methods: Sources of demographic data
Methods: Time dimensions and Lexis diagram.
Methods: Indicators and rates in Demography
Methods: Comparability in Demography. Standardization of rates.
Analysis of phenomena. Main mortality indicators.
Analysis of phenomena. Main fertility indicators.
Theories of demographic change. Demographic Transition
Theories of demographic change. Demographic Dividend.
Theories of demographic change. Demographic Metabolism.
Applied demography: Population projections.
Applied demography: Housing demand forecasting.
Applied demography: Urban planning impact on population

Methodology

The course will be structured based on directed activities and autonomous activities where the student will
learn to autonomously develop the contents of the subject, with the support of a teacher at different levels of
intensity.

The student must devote a total of 150 hours to the subject. Of these 33% (50 hours) will be with the whole
group and the teacher in classroom activities, seminar or computer lab (joint activities directed).

Directed joint activities (50 hours) are divided into

- Lectures, including when necessary the use of ICT (internet access, power-point presentations) and the
participation of students in the form of debates (50-70% of the time directed)
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- Realization of calculation practices and interpretation of demographic indicators in the computer lab (30-50%
of the time directed).

The activities supervised by the teacher will include individual and / or group tutorials on the follow-up of the
course, specifically on the periodical practices and course readings.

Autonomous activities will include:

- Compulsory and voluntary reading.
- Studying for exams and further exploration by personal initiative.
- Realization of the final documents of assignments.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures 23.5 0.94

Problems in computer lab 23.5 0.94

Type: Supervised

Individual or small groups tutoring 10 0.4

Type: Autonomous

Compulsory reading 40 1.6

Studying for exams 20 0.8

Assessment

Assessment is a continuous process, based on partial exams and assessment of assignments.

- Assessment of theory and concepts (lecture classes) will be carried out through two partial exams. They will
consist of 4-5 short questions, which will combine theoretical and conceptual aspects, with practical questions.

- Assessment of the lab sessions will be done through assignments, at a rate of one per week or every two
weeks, approximately. A reasonable deadline period will be set for every assignment (approx. 2-3 weeks).
Contribution of students in final discussion during lab sessions will be considered as well.

- There will be an assessment of the questionnaire on the obligatory bibliography.

Qualification: The qualification of the two partial exams weights 40% of the total value (20% + 20%), the
assessment of the classwork reading another 10% and the assessment of the assignments counts for the
remaining 50%. To pass the course it will be necessary to have obtained an average score of 5 or more (up to
10) in the exams, with a grade of 4 or more in both of them.

The final grade of the course is the weighted average of all the marks (exams and joint practical notes), the
possible range being from 0 to 10. Assignments delivered after the indicated period will not be accepted and
will be considered not performed (grade 0, zero) . Unjustified failure to attend a partial exam will mean a "Not

Assessable" course grade. The subject is considered Failed when the final average grade does not reach 5.0.
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Assessable" course grade. The subject is considered Failed when the final average grade does not reach 5.0.
Students will obtain a "Not assessed/Not submitted" course grade unless they have submitted more than 30%
of the assessment items, including both partial exams.

The assessment evidences indicated above can be reassessed or retaken. There will be a reassessment
activity of the partial exams that will take place on the date fixed by the teaching coordinator of the degree. The
exams and the assignment dossier can not be reevaluated jointly; the student must pass exams or either
assignments. Only those exams and assignments carried out and / or delivered within the established
deadlines may be re-evaluated.

Assignment reports will be individually delivered by each student, although a cooperative work can be done
during its elaboration in or out of the classroom.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, , regardless of anythe student will be given a zero for this activity
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in  of theassessment activities
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the  grade for this subject. Among these irreguarities arefinal
"copy" and "plagiarism". Let's remember that a "copy" is considered a work that reproduces all or most of the
work of one or more classmates. "Plagiarism" is the fact of presenting all or part of a text of an author as its
own, without mentioning the sources, be on paper or in digital format. See UAB documentation on "plagiarism"
at: .http://wuster.uab.es/web_argumenta_obert/unit_20/sot_2_01.html

On carrying out each evaluation activity, lecturers will inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures to be
followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place.

The assessment procedure is the same for students retaking the course.

Health alerts: In the event that tests or exams cannot be taken onsite, they will be adapted to an online format
made available through the UAB's virtual tools (original weighting will be maintained). Homework, activities and
class participation will be carried out through forums, wikis and/or discussion on Teams, etc. Lecturers will
ensure that students areable to access these virtual tools, or will offer them feasible alternatives.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Evaluation of required reading 10% 0.5 0.02 1, 2, 4

Partial exams (theory) 40% 2.5 0.1 1, 4, 5, 7, 6, 8

Reports of lab activities 50% 30 1.2 1, 5, 7, 8, 3
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More references during classes

Software

During classes at the computer lab, the following software will be used in order to process statistical data:

- Excel

The final reports of lab activities must be submitted in .pdf format.
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