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Degree Type Year Semester

2503702 Ancient Studies OT 4 1

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The general objectives of the subject are that the student:

1) Know the different writing systems that were used in Egypt over time.

2) Deepen his/her knowledge of Egyptian hieroglyphic writing: decipherment and functioning.

3) Learn the grammar of Middle Egyptian and be able to read fragments of basic literary and epigraphic texts.

4) Know the written production of ancient Egypt, especially literary and religious, in its historical and cultural
context.

Competences

Be able to express oneself orally and in writing in the specific language of history, archaeology and
philology, both in one's own languages and a third language.
Extract and interpret data from texts written in an ancient language in different formats applying
knowledge of the auxiliary sciences of history (epigraphy, numismatics, codicology, palaeography, etc.).
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Understand and interpret the evolution of ancient societies in the Mediterranean  from Egyptian
civilisation to the disbanding of Western imperial Rome  through analysis of the political, historical,
social, economic and linguistic factors.

Learning Outcomes

Describe the main historical and social features of the Egyptian, Sumerian, Acadian, Persian and
Mycenaean cultures.
Draw historical-social conclusions based on a reading of simple documents written in the ancient
non-Indo-European languages.
Preparing an oral and written discourse in the corresponding language in a proper and organized way.
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non-Indo-European languages.
Preparing an oral and written discourse in the corresponding language in a proper and organized way.
Submitting works in accordance with both individual and small group demands and personal styles.

Content

1. The Egyptian language: origins and history.

2. Egyptian scripts: hieroglyphic, hieratic, demotic and coptic.

3. Champollion and the decipherment of the Egyptian hieroglyphic script.

4. Ancient Egyptian religious texts in their historical and cultural context: from the Pyramid Texts to the Book of
the Dead.

5. Egyptian literature in its historical and cultural context: narrative, poetry, and sapiential texts.

6. Introduction to Egyptian hieroglyphic writing: signs and reading.

7. Introduction to Middle Egyptian grammar: elements of morphosyntax.

8. Translation and commentary of fragments of basic literary and epigraphic texts.

Methodology

The subject involves three types of formative activities:

1) Directed activities: theoretical and practical classes and exams.

2) Supervised activities: activities of translation, grammatical analysis, and commentary of texts in groups of 2
or 3 students, and possible presentations and thematic seminars in class.

3) Autonomous activities: study, readings, completion of exercises and courseworks, preparation of speeches
and presentations in class, preparation for exams.

Important: The teaching methodology and the evaluation proposed in the guide may undergo some
modification subject to the onsite teaching restrictions imposed by health authorities.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Exams 4 0.16 2, 1, 3, 4

Practical classes on reading, translation, and analysis of texts 20 0.8 2, 1, 3, 4

Theoretical classes with the support of ICT 20 0.8 2, 1, 3, 4

Type: Supervised

Group works, presentations, and seminars in class 21 0.84 2, 1, 3, 4

Type: Autonomous
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Personal study and work by the student 60 2.4 2, 1, 3, 4

Assessment

The evaluation will consist of three types of activities:

1) Two exams, one at the end of November and one in mid-January.

2) Three short works: two on reading and analysis of Middle Egyptian texts in hieroglyphic script and one on
literature.

3) Class participation and presentations.

In the event that some of these activities cannot be taken onsite for sanitary reasons, they will be adapted to
an online format made available through the UAB's virtual tools (original weighting will be maintained).
Homework, activities and class participation will be carried out through forums, wikis and/or discussion on
Teams, etc. Lecturers will ensure that students are able to access these virtual tools, or will offer them feasible
alternatives.

As regards the procedure for the review of qualifications, on carrying out each evaluation activity, lecturers will
inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures to be followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date
on which such a review will take place.

As far as the make-up process is concerned, only the exams can be made up, on the date set by the Faculty.
There will be three options: to make up only the first exam; to make up only the second exam; to make up both
exams together in a single exam.

Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than 30% of
the assessment items.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Classroom interventions 10% 0 0 2, 1, 3, 4

First exam 20% 2 0.08 2, 1, 3, 4

Group works with eventual presentation in class 40% 21 0.84 2, 1, 3, 4

Second exam 30% 2 0.08 2, 1, 3, 4
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Software

JSesh, software for writing hieroglyphs.
It can be downloaded free of charge from: https://jsesh.qenherkhopeshef.org/
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