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Teachers  

Gemma Pinyol-Jiménez 

 

Prerequisites 

A good level of English enough to follow theoretical classes, read the required texts, participate in seminars and 

submit work. 

 

Objectives and Contextualisation 

This course is designed to: 

• Introduce students to some of the main contemporary international and internal migration scenarios in 

comparative perspective;  

• Differentiate between the various categories, legal frameworks and perspectives involved in differentiating 

between forced and voluntary migration (a solid understanding of basic immigration patterns and legal 

structures);  

• Learn about migration theories and its links with political sciences and IR; 

• Understand the policy-making of migration and asylum policies (multilevel and multistakeholder approach); 

• Learn about key debates in different geographic contexts (core concepts, relationships, and issues are 

involved in the immigration policy making);  

• Explore key themes and debates in migration and refugee studies; 

• Analysis the links between development and international migration; 
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• Foster critical thinking and academic research skills: critically evaluation of the pros and cons of liberal and 

restrictive approaches towards migration (criticize and evaluate political outcomes related to immigration 

policy). 

 

Competences 

• Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic 

values. 

• Apply quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in research processes. 

• Identify data sources and carry out rigorous bibliographical and documentary searches. 

• Learn and analyse the impacts of the globalisation process on domestic political systems and on the 

behaviour of the political actors and the public. 

• Make changes to methods and processes in the area of knowledge in order to provide innovative 

responses to society's needs and demands. 

• Produce and prepare the presentation of intervention reports and/or proposals. 

• Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study) in 

order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues. 

• Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialised 

and non-specialised audiences. 

• Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of 

autonomy. 

• Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general secondary 

education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects coming from the 

forefront of its field of study. 

• Take account of social, economic and environmental impacts when operating within one's own area of 

knowledge. 

• Take sex- or gender-based inequalities into consideration when operating within one's own area of 

knowledge. 

• Use metatheoretical data to argue and establish plausible relation of causality and establish ways of 

validating or rejecting them. 

 

Skills and learning outcomes  

1. Analyse the indicators of sustainability of academic and professional activities in the areas of knowledge, 

integrating social, economic and environmental dimensions. 

2. Analyse the sex- or gender-based inequalities and the gender biases present in one's own area of 

knowledge. 

3. Apply quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in research processes. 

4. Communicate using language that is not sexist or discriminatory. 

5. Consider how gender stereotypes and roles impinge on the exercise of the profession. 

6. Critically analyse the principles, values and procedures that govern the exercise of the profession. 
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7. Critically evaluate the impacts of globalisation in different areas: security, environment, human rights, 

migrations and peace. 

8. Explain the explicit or implicit code of practice of one's own area of knowledge. 

9. Identify data sources and carry out rigorous bibliographical and documentary searches. 

10. Identify the principal forms of sex- or gender-based inequality and discrimination present in society. 

11. Identify the social, economic and environmental implications of academic and professional activities within 

the area of your own knowledge. 

12. Produce and prepare the presentation of intervention reports and/or proposals. 

13. Propose new experience-based methods or alternative solutions. 

14. Propose new ways to measure success or failure when implementing ground-breaking proposals or ideas. 

15. Propose projects and actions in accordance with the principles of ethical responsibility and respect for 

fundamental rights, diversity and democratic values. 

16. Propose projects and actions that incorporate the gender perspective. 

17. Propose viable projects and actions that promote social, economic and environmental benefits. 

18. Propose ways to evaluate projects and actions for improving sustainability. 

19. Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study) in 

order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues. 

20. Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both specialised 

and non-specialised audiences. 

21. Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of 

autonomy. 

22. Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general secondary 

education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects coming from the 

forefront of its field of study. 

23. Use metatheoretical data to argue and establish plausible relation of causality and establish ways of 

validating or rejecting them. 

24. Weigh up the impact of any long- or short-term difficulty, harm or discrimination that could be caused to 

certain persons or groups by the actions or projects. 

25. Weigh up the risks and opportunities of one's own ideas for improvement and proposals made by others. 

 

Content  

Part 1. Introduction and key concepts and definitions 

· Migration, refuge, asylum: concepts and definitions 

· Migration theories. IR and international migrations 

· Flows and general data (regional approach) 

  

Part 2. The Making of Immigration Policies 

· Policy-processes and policy gaps 

· Multilevel governance: from local to international playgrounds International framework 

· Stakeholders in place 
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· The EU migration and asylum policies 

  

Part 3. Forced migration: IDPs, refugees and asylum seekers 

· International law and instruments 

· Policies and actions 

· Challenges and new figures (gender violence, environmental displacement…) 

  

Part 4. Integration and inclusion policies and instruments 

· Integration theories and discussions 

· Public policies and actions 

· Xenophobic discourses and migration as an instrumental topic 

  

Part 5. Challenges and discussions: Migration as a political issue 

· Migration-Security Nexus: The emergence of immigration control: Securitization and externalization. Migration 

industry. Weaponization. 

· Migration-Development Nexus: Remittances. Brain Drain vs. Brain Gain. South-South dynamics 

· Migration and colonialism 

· Feminization of migration 

· Current topics 

            

Methodology  

International Migration is a course of 6 ECTS, these credits will be divided between lectures with debate, 

seminars with presentations by students, tutorials and independent work by the students individually or in 

groups.  

  
Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be reserved for 

students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires. 

Activities  

 

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes 

Type: Directed    

Lectures with debate 30 1.2 6, 1, 8, 11, 25, 18, 13, 14, 15, 17, 22, 21, 7, 24 

Seminars and oral presentations of students 24 0.96 2, 4, 10, 16, 5 

Type: Supervised    

Tutorials 16 0.64 7 

    

Type: Autonomous    

Study of the thematics of the course as well as 
complementary reading 

80 
3.2 

3, 23, 12, 9, 19 
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Assessment 

 

The evaluation of this course consists of following parts:  

• An exam of approximately the first half of the program: 30% of the final grade 

• An exam of the rest of the syllabus: 40% of the final grade.  

• Two short papers (each worth 10%): 20% of the final grade  

• Continuous evaluation (participation in class discussions, text comments, and other activities planned by 

the professors): 10% of the final grade.  

 

Students are asked to demonstrate a basic knowledge of theoretical concepts in a balanced way for all parts of 

the course. In order to pass the course, the students should get at least a score of 4 in each of the planned 

exams. Once achieved this minimum grade of 4, final scores shall be made with weighted average grades of all 

works: when the final note weighted on both sides (exams and papers), plus assistance and participation in 

activities, is equal to or greater than 5 it will be considered than the subject will be passed. To pass the course, 

is necessary but not sufficient to obtain a minimum of 4 in both exams.  

 

The mid-term exam will be held during the course, the day set by the teacher, and will be announced in 

advance. The second and final exam will be at the end of the semester, the day set by the Faculty and will be 

announced in advance. The dates of practical works and other activities will be specified according to the 

programming and evolution of the subject (see Campus Virtual).  

 

The practical works cannot be done after the fixed date. 

Assessment activities 

 

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning outcomes 

Final exam 
40% 

0                     0 
6, 2, 3, 23, 4, 12, 8, 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, 22, 
20, 19, 5, 7, 24 

Mid-term exam 
30% 

0 0 
6, 2, 3, 23, 4, 12, 8, 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, 22, 
20, 19, 5, 7, 24 

Short papers 20% 0 0 1, 12, 11, 25, 18, 13, 14, 17, 21, 19, 7 

Participation 10% 0 0 22, 5, 7 
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Software 

If needed, specific programmes will be posted in the campus virtual before the classes begin. 
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