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Objectives and Contextualisation

The course aims to provide students with a rigorous knowledge of recent world history, from the emergence of
the great political alternatives that marked the twentieth century (communisms, fascism, parliamentary
democracy) to the present. The syllabus proposes a journey through the main historical processes and events
that took place during this period, with special emphasis on their relationship with the main current issues, as
well as on the role of the media in the development and perception of events. The classes will combine
political, social, economic, and cultural history, and will adopt a non-Eurocentric approach and a gender
perspective.

The main goal is for students to be able to analyse current events - political, social, economic, and cultural -
with a broader intellectual background and a broader and more rigorous historical knowledge, in order to be
able to explain the present with more tools and be able to perceive the causes and precedents of current
affairs.

Competences

Journalism
Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.
Demonstrate a critical and self-critical capacity.
Demonstrate adequate knowledge of Catalonia's socio-communicative reality in the Spanish, European
and global context.
Demonstrate adequate knowledge of the modern world and its recent historic development in terms of
social, economic, political and cultural aspects.
Students can apply the knowledge to their own work or vocation in a professional manner and have the
powers generally demonstrated by preparing and defending arguments and solving problems within
their area of study.

Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
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Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills in order to undertake further training with a high
degree of autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Take account of social, economic and environmental impacts when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
Take sex- or gender-based inequalities into consideration when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
Value diversity and multiculturalism as a foundation for teamwork.

Learning Outcomes

Demonstrate a critical and self-critical capacity.
Establish links between communicative knowledge and historic analysis.
Explain the state of the world and its historic development from a perspective appropriate to the
different associated specialised journalisms.
Identify the principal forms of sex- or gender-based inequality and discrimination present in society.
Identify the social, economic and environmental implications of academic and professional activities
within one's own area of knowledge.
Link topical debates with historic knowledge.
Memorise historic knowledge that allow the historic dimension of communication and journalism to be
contextualised.
Read, analyse, interpret and discuss texts featuring historic content and present the summary of the
analysis in writing and in public.
Students can apply the knowledge to their own work or vocation in a professional manner and have the
powers generally demonstrated by preparing and defending arguments and solving problems within
their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills in order to undertake further training with a high
degree of autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Value diversity and multiculturalism as a foundation for teamwork.
Weigh up the impact of any long- or short-term difficulty, harm or discrimination that could be caused to
certain persons or groups by the actions or projects.

Content

The programme of the course will be organised as follows:

1. The great political alternatives of the twentieth century: comunisms, fascism, parliamentary democracy

2. The foundations of present-day world: the international order after World War II

3. The emergence of the Third World: decolonisation and revolutionary scenarios

4. The long 68: cultural change and political struggles

5. The end of the Cold War and the consolidation of neo-liberalism

2



6. The new world (dis)order: current conflicts and issues

Methodology

Lessons will be lectures with the support of different materials, combined with student participation.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures 40 1.6 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 8, 7, 13, 12, 11, 9, 10, 6, 15

Type: Supervised

Office hours 10 0.4 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 8, 13, 12, 11, 9, 10, 6, 15, 14

Type: Autonomous

Personal study and reading of papers/books and news 54 2.16 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 8, 7, 13, 12, 11, 9, 10, 6, 15

Search for and use of sources in order to write a paper 36 1.44 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 8, 13, 12, 11, 9, 10, 6, 15, 14

Assessment

Students will follow a continuous evaluation based on three items:

-A  on the first half of the syllabus:  of the final mark.first written exercise 30%

-A  on the second half of the syllabus:  of the final mark.second written exercise 30%

-A paper:  of the final mark.40%

Should the final mark be less than 5, students will be able to take a resit exam.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

First written exercise 30% 3 0.12 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 8, 7, 13, 12, 11, 9, 10, 6, 15

Paper 40% 4 0.16 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 8, 13, 12, 11, 9, 10, 6, 15, 14

Second written exercise 30% 3 0.12 1, 2, 3, 5, 4, 8, 7, 13, 12, 11, 9, 10, 6, 15, 14
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Software

Basic knowledge of word processor (Word, LibreOffice, etc.) and use of online sources.
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