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Objectives and Contextualisation

This course aims at giving an overview of the American Political History from the end of World War Il to the
present day. The period coincides with the rise of Washington to its status as a world superpower. Therefore,
the course is also useful in order to have better understanding of the History of International Relations during
the second half of the 20th century. At the same time, aspects of Economic History, Social History and Cultural
History will also be covered.

The course will prioritize the study of historical episodes that may be useful for understanding current affairs
and for integrating historical knowledge into a global vision of the social sciences.

Competences

® Assess the social, economic and environmental impact when acting in this field of knowledge.

® Distinguish between and analyse the type of relations that have been established over the last century
among the different social, political and economic agents on national, regional and international
frameworks.

® Distinguish between governmental decision-making systems in different social and political contexts
from the mid-twentieth century to the present day in state-, substate and suprastate frameworks.

® Explain and summarise knowledge acquired in English language at an advanced level.

® |dentify the role in the present of the different social memories referring to conflictive pasts,
differentiating between the concepts of history and memory.

® Manage and apply data to solve problems.

® Recognise and contextualise texts referring to recent contemporary history.

® Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.

® Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.

® Work cooperatively in multidisciplinary and multicultural teams implementing new projects.
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Analysing the various historiographical perspectives in the different periods of history.

Applying the necessary abilities in order to assess and spread historical knowledge.

Assessing and critically solving the historiographical problems of war studies.

Be familiar with the basic bibliography on historical evolution of governmental systems in the countries
of reference for the subject.

Capacity to continue future learning independently, acquiring further knowledge and exploring new
areas of knowledge.

Communicating in your mother tongue or other language both in oral and written form by using specific
terminology and techniques of Historiography.

Demonstrate capacity to adapt to changing environments.

Demonstrate initiative and work independently when required.

Demonstrate motivation regarding the quality of the work performed and sensitivity regarding the
consequences on the environment and society.

Developing the ability of historical analysis and synthesis.

Distinguishing the relation between historiographical theory and practice.

Engaging in debates about historical facts respecting the other participants' opinions.

Express an opinion based on the nature, perspective and rigour of texts referring to the course content.
Identifying the main and secondary ideas and expressing them with linguistic correctness.

Know different cases of memories in conflict between different places in different states.

Know different cases of memories in conflict between different places in the same state.

Make a brief comparison of national and/or regional cases within the same international framework.
Make a critical comparison of the evolution of the large regional areas that are covered in the subject.
Make comparisons between the evolution of governmental systems within a supranational regional
area.

Make comparisons between the levels of regional autonomy within a state.

Organise work in relation to good time management and planning.

Recognising and implementing the following teamwork skills: commitment to teamwork, habit of
cooperation, ability to participate in the problem solving processes.

Select and generate the information necessary for each problem, analyse it and take decisions based
on that information.

Understand regional specificities within states.

Value ethical commitment in professional practice.

Work in teams respecting all points of view. Use the specific vocabulary of history correctly.

Content

1. Introduction: From Isolationism to Bretton Woods.

2. The post-war economy and the beginning of the Cold War.

3. Civil rights, Vietnam and the divisions of the 1960s.

4. Qil crises and the rise of neoliberalism.

5. From the end of the Cold War to the Great Recession of 2008.

6. Epilogue: Obama, Trump and the new political polarization.

Methodology

- Lectures.

- Debates and discussions.

- Reading and understanding academic papers.



- Learning to compile historical information.
- Conducting reviews and drafting analytical papers.
- Individual study.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures 45 1.8 1,24, 15,16, 10, 11, 4, 20, 13, 12, 25
Reading and understanding academic 5 0.2 2,24,8,10, 4,19, 13, 14,12, 23, 26
papers

Type: Supervised

Conducting reviews and drafting analytical 30 1.2 1,2,5,24,6,7,8,10, 4,19, 20, 13, 14, 9, 21, 12, 22,
papers 23, 26, 25

Type: Autonomous

Individual study 38 1.52 2,6,7,8,10,11,4,14,9, 21,12, 22, 23, 25

Assessment

1) Final written exam: 50%. The exam will focuse on the required readings of the course. It will be necessary to
demonstrate a correct understanding of the content of the readings, as well as one's own personal intellectual
judgement when analyzing them.

2) Final work: 40%. The work will be an analysis of a historical episode related to the syllabus, with a maximum
length of 10 pages. The diversity of sources used and the analytical and research capacity will be assessed.

3) Participation in class: 10%. The student will be able to choose a compulsory reading in order to do an oral
and group presentation. Contributions to the debates after these presentations will also be assessed.

Related matters

Students will obtain a "Not assessed/Not submitted" course grade unless they have submitted more than 30%
of the assessment items.

On carrying out each evaluation activity, lecturers will inform students of the procedures to be followed for
reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place.

In order to participate in the supplementary exam, the student must have been previously evaluated in a set of
activities whose weight is equivalent to a minimum of 2/3 of the total grade and must have obtained, at least, a
3.5 in the final grade.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.



Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes
Final work 40% 22 0.88 1,2,3,5,18,17,24,6,15,16,7, 8, 10, 11, 4, 19, 20, 13, 14, 9, 21,
12,23, 25
Final written 50% 2 0.08 1,2,5,15,10, 11, 14, 21, 23
exam
Partcipation in 10% 8 032 2,6,11,12,22,26
class
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