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Objectives and Contextualisation

General objectives:



To orient the investigation towards the understanding of the emerging processes of adaptation of
culturally diverse communities.

To know the epistemological and methodological problems that cross-cultural comparison entails.

To know the value of ethnographic research for the design of interventions that help improve aspects of
social life.

Objectives Projects I:

To train students in the logic and meaning of academic research and, specifically, to introduce them to all

phases of the research process in social and cultural anthropology based on their research proposals and
examples of completed and ongoing projects. The seminar combines work and immediate feedback in the
classroom in group and individual tutoring in the middle and at the end of its development, with the aim of
having each student complete the preparation of their research proposal.

Competences

Carry out ground-breaking, flexible research in anthropology by applying theories and methodologies
and using appropriate data collection and analysis techniques.

Carry out theoretical ethnographic research into anthropological topics linked to identity and
transnationality.

Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
non-specialised audiences.

Design programmes of social intervention and cooperation and development and analyse their cultural
appropriateness.

Identify, in ethnographic fieldwork, different outlooks corresponding to ethnic, class, gender and age
inequalities and identities.

Integrate knowledge and use it to make judgements in complex situations, with incomplete information,
while keeping in mind social and ethical responsibilities.

Know the methodological and epistemological developments in the fields of anthropology research and
social intervention in contexts of cultural diversity.

Make cross-cultural comparisons using the various procedures in anthropology.

Solve problems in new or little-known situations within broader (or multidisciplinary) contexts related to
the field of study.

Systematically link up concepts, and theories within the discipline so as to analyse specific ethnographic
contexts.

Use information and communication technologies efficiently to acquire, create and spread knowledge.
Work in teams, generating synergies in work environments where different people need to collaborate
and coordinate themselves.

Learning Outcomes

1.

w

Apply the knowledge acquired to problem-solving in new or unfamiliar intervention contexts of applied
anthropology.

Discern the differential use of cross-cultural ethnographic archives and inventories of codified
ethnographic data.

Establish relationships and networks between persons in the context of research into diversity.

Identify cross-cultural ethnographic archives and their historical and current usefulness in anthropology
research.

Identify important elements in institutional documents and/or scientific texts that help to formulate
judgments and reflect on social and ethical responsibilities in anthropology.

. |dentify the appropriateness of programmes for social intervention and/or cooperation and development

in a specific social and cultural context.

Identify the dialectic between particularity and comparison that permeates the whole history of
anthropology in theoretical ethnographic documents.

Identify the research methods used in specific ethnographic research projects.

Identify, in the work of an ethnographer, different outlooks corresponding to ethnic, class, gender and
age inequalities and identities.



10. In ethnographic monographs, identify differences that correspond to national and ethnic knowledge
contexts, from different gender perspectives.

11. Present conclusions from research work in anthropology.

12. Systematically link up concepts, and theories within the discipline that fit in with the specific
ethnographic research context.

13. Understand and use information and communication technologies in accordance with the ethnographic
context chosen for study and/or intervention.

14. Use social networking techniques to compile and analyse ethnographic data.

15. Work in coordination with other team members on the analysis of anthropological studies and on
compiling and analysing ethnographic data.

Content

The module is divided into 7 blocks:

Applied Anthropology and Public Policies
[Responsible lecturer: Dr. Teresa Tapada] (5 sessions, 10 hours)

Theme 1. General introduction. Basic concepts: applied anthropology, anthropology for the intervention of
public policies, anthropology of public orientation, and public anthropology

Theme 2. A short history of applied anthropology: in Great Britain, in the US, and in Latin America

Theme 3. Different areas of intervention: the area of urban policies, policies of ethnic and cultural diversity,
international cooperation, fight against social exclusion, and others

Theme 4. Conclusions: Can it be avoided? Reflections based on the compulsory reading
Gender and systems of social classification

[Responsible lecturers: Dr. Montserrat Clua, with the participation of Dr. Begonya Enguix, Dr. Josep Lluis
Mateo, Dr. Verena Stolcke, Dr. Alice van den Bogaert, Dr. Montserrat Ventura] (10 sessions, 20 hours)

Theme 1. Introduction to the course and to the systems of classification
Theme 2. Feminisms. History of a relationship: social movements and feminist theories

Theme 3. "Women are not born, they are made". Cultural representations of gender, sexualized bodies, and
sexualities

Theme 4. Intersections. What does 'race' have to do with sex ... and class?
Theme 5. Homo clonicus. "l do not think nature is a fixed thing"

Theme 6. From Sodom to Queerland: the persistence of classification

Theme 7. Sexual boundaries and the definition of social groups around gender
Theme 8. Race, racialism, and racism

Theme 9. The caste system: the case of India

Theme 10. Mixing and Humanity

Peoples, territories, and environments

[Responsible lecturers: Dr. Montserrat Ventura; with the participation of Dr. Pablo Dominguez and Dr. Monica
Martinez Mauri] (5 sessions, 10 hours)



Topic 1: Theoretical introduction to the different schools on human-environment relations from the beginning of
Anthropology to the present day and other related disciplines. (PD)

Topic 2: Eco-anthropology tested in the field. (PD)

Topic 3: Space, time, symbolic cartography and delimitation of indigenous territory: cases of Latin America.
(MV)

Topic 4: Space, time, symbolic cartography and delimitation of indigenous territory: cases of Latin America.
(MV)

Topic 5: Representation and use of marine resources: a case study (MV-MMM) and conclusions.

Methodological and epistemological orientations in anthropology
[Responsible lecturer: Dr. Aurora Gonzalez Echevarria](5 sessions, 10 hours)

Session 1. Scientific methods, interpretative methods, and ethical critique. About Hempel, Agar and
Boaventura de Sousa Santos

Session 2. Hermeneutics as ontology and as methodology. Interpretation procedures.

Session 3. The critique of Kuhn and Feyerabend regarding falsificationism. The double hermeneutics of the
social sciences.

Session 4. Theories as predicates of structure. Ethnographies as structure predicates that integrate
relationships between sociocultural structures, processes, and meanings.

- Submission of an individual reading guide and the analysis of groups of texts about epistemological critique of
anthropological knowledge, taking into account eurocentric Critical Theory and the Epistemologies of the
South, which will be discussed collectively in session 5.

Session 5. Discussion of the following texts (provisional proposal):

- Fragmentos, del articulo de A.Gonzéalez Echevarria, "Epistemologia y métodos en Antropologia: integracién
de métodos cientificos y hermenéuticos y critica epistemoldgica". Revista de Antropologia, Universidad
Nacional Mayor de San Marcos, Lima. Cuarta Epoca, 1V(4), 11-40

- Article of Boaventura de Sousa Santos, 2011, "Epistemologias del Sur", Utopia y Praxis Latinoamericana /
ARo 16. N° 54 (Julio-Septiembre, 2011) Pp. 17 - 39. Universidad del Zulia. Maracaibo-Venezuela. [Articulo que
recoge las principales tesis epistemoldgicas de su libro Descolonizar el saber, reinventar el poder, Uruguay,
Ediciones Trilce, 2010. Los dos textos se pueden encontrar en Google]

Ethnographies of Urban Poverty

[Responsible lecturer: Dr. Hugo Valenzuela] (5 sessions, 10 hours)

Unit 1. Concepts and theories about poverty in anthropology and the social sciences.
Unit 2. Ethnographies of poverty: Poverty as a polymorphic phenomenon.

Unit 3. Methodological and ethical reflections.

Unit 4. Readings and discussions - fragments of modern ethnographies of poverty.
Cultural Dimensions of Globalization

[Responsible lecturers: Dr. Bruna Alvarez and Dr. Diana Marre] (5 sessions, 10 hours)

Session 1: Globalisation: Key Concepts and Stages



Session 2: Globalisation: Migrations / Reproductive Mobilities
Session 3: Globalisation: Mobilities / Transnationalism / Border relations
Session 4: Globalisation, Mobilities / People / Death in a Global World

Session 5: Globalisation, Mobilities, People, and Objects: discussion - evaluation

Projects I: Design

[Responsible lecturers: Dr. José Luis Molina and Raphael Cantillana](10 sessions, 20 hours)
Introduction

Types of research, models of projects, and examples of processes of elaboration of proposals.
Preliminary phases

I. From ideas, interests, and intuitions to the formulation of research questions/hypotheses and the construction
of research problems.

II. Documentation, comparison, and reflections based on multiple sources. From experience and personal
equation to the justification of the proposal. Clarity, relevance, originality, and viability.

The formal phases of the elaboration of a proposal

I: Positioning the proposal in a thematic area and the search for a perspective of research. The initial revision
of the literature justifying the concrete research proposal.

II: Setting realistic goals and initial methodological decisions. The choice of units of analysis and observation.
Possible difficulties and limitations.

lll: The review, assessment, and selection of the techniques of case selection, data collection, and analysis.
Ensuring data quality.

IV: The internal consistency between objectives, questions, hypotheses, and methodology. Programming and
complete revision of the proposal.

V: Identification and defense of the expected contribution and the scientific and social implications.
Identification, formulation, and resolution of ethical dilemmas of the research proposal. Positionality.
Recapitulation.

Methodology

The teaching methodology and the evaluation proposed in the guide may undergo some modification subject
to the onsite teaching restrictions imposed by the health authorities.

General characteristics:

- Lectures / master classes

- Reading and analysis of articles / reports of interest

- Presentation / oral exposition of assignments

- Individual tutorials

- Personal study



- Elaboration of assignments
Projects I:

Continuous work in the classroom in workshop format in which the individual project is being developed,
combined with readings and exercises outside the classroom.

Note: 15 minutes of a class, within the timetable established by the centre/degree, will be set aside for students
to complete the teacher performance evaluation and subject evaluation surveys.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures / master classes 93.75 3.75 5,10,7

Type: Supervised

Individual tutorials 33.75 1.35 4,8,6

Presentation / Oral exposition of assignments 10 0.4 15,13

Type: Autonomous

Elaboration of assignments 50 2 1,3,14,9,15

Personal study 62.5 2.5 2,8,10,12

Readings and analysis of articles/reports of interest 75 3 5,8,10,6
Assessment

This section of the Study Guide contains all information related to the process of evaluation of the module.
Assessment of the module: In order to pass the module, the following aspects are taken into account:

® Regular assistance and active participation: First, to ensure that the expected learning results are
obtained, we consider it fundamental that students assist the classes and participate actively in them.
For this reason, the extent to which students participate in classes, presentations, discussions, training
sessions is evaluated. This participation is considered in the final note for each course.

® Continued assessment of the blocks: Second, each course or block proposes one or multiple activities
that allow a continued assessment of the learning process. The activities can vary from a written test to
a presentation in class, computer lab assignments, a review of a few articles or chapters, or a short
essay, among others. Jointly, the evaluations for the different courses that make up the module (30%)
and the active participation in these courses (20%) constitute 50% of the final grade of the module. The
deadlines for these activities are indicated by the lecturers.

® Evaluation of the final paper for the module: Last, the grade obtained on a final paper constitutes the
remaining 50% of the final grade for the module. In the case of the present module (Common Module
1), the general evaluation consists of a mandatory exposition for all students, the elaboration of a
research design that forms the first step of the elaboration of the Master Thesis (TFM), following the
indications explained in Projects I. It is evaluated to what extent each student has acquired the
competence to (1) propose a relevant and pertinent research problem; (2) conduct a search for
bibliographical sources and use them appropriately; (3) define the object of study and the objectives of



the investigation; (4) define a theoretical orientationwithinthe discipline; (5) define a theoretical
framework in function of the object and objectives; (6) delimit the studied group, define the unit of
analysis and the units of observation; (7) explain the adopted method of case selection or sampling (if
the type of work requires it); (8) propose and justify the techniques for the collection and analysis of
data adapted to the object and objectives of study. The deadline for the submission of the final paper is
indicated in the teaching plan and calendar of the Master.

It is essential to respect the deadlines.

Each lecturer determines the way in which papers are to be submitted (through the Campus Virtual, by e-mail)
and informs students in the beginning of their block regarding the procedure and date of revision of grades.
The lecturers communicate the results of the evaluation via the Campus Virtual and establish a period of
consultation before they communicate the grades to the coordinator of the module. The student can request a
tutor meeting with their lecturers throughout the course if they wish to clarify some point of the contents of the
course. The final grade will also be communicated through the Campus Virtual, and a grade review session will
be scheduled.

General criteria: Following the evaluation regulations of studies at the UAB, the final qualification will be graded
at a 0-10 scale with a single decimal. To pass the course, students will need a minimum final grade of 5.0, as a
result of the assessment procedure explained above. Students will receive the qualification "Not evaluable" if
they have submitted less than 30% of the assessment items. In exceptional, well-justified cases, the
Committee of the Master Program may propose an alternative procedure for the evaluation. Once the subject
is passed, it cannot be subjected to a new evaluation. The programming of assessment activities cannot be
modified unless anexceptional and well-justified reason exists for this, in which case a new program is
proposed during the term. Students who engage in misconduct (plagiarism, copying, personation, etc.) in an
assessment activity will receive the grade "0" for the activity in question. In the case of misconduct in more
than one assessment activity, the students involved will be given a final grade of "0" for the course. Students
may not retake assessment activities in which they are found to have engaged in misconduct. Plagiarism
means presenting all or part of an author's work, whether published in print or in digital format, as one's own,
i.e., without citing it. Copying is reproducing all or a part of another student's work. In cases of copying in which
it is impossible to determine which of two students has copied the work of the other, both will be penalized.
Please see the documentation of the UAB about plagiarism on:
http://wuster.uab.es/web_argumenta_obert/unit_20/sot_2_01.html.

Evaluation in case of face-to-face evaluation is not possible: In the event that tests or exams cannot be taken
on-site, they will be adapted to an online format made available through the UAB's virtual tools (original
weighting will be maintained). Homework, activities, and class participation will be carried out through forums,
wikis, and/or discussion on Teams, etc. Lecturers will ensure that students are able to access these virtual
tools or will offer them feasible alternatives.

On carrying out each evaluation activity, lecturers will inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures to be
followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place

Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than 30% of
the assessment items.

Plagiarism: In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may leadto a significant variation in the
grade awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes
Assistence and active participation in class 20% 10 0.4 5,4,8,9,10,6,7,12
Individual paper 50% 25 1 11,13, 12



http://wuster.uab.es/web_argumenta_obert/unit_20/sot_2_01.html

Submission of reports / assignments 30% 15 0.6 1,2,3,14,15,12
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doing fieldwork in modern societies (pp. 20-58). Copenhagen: Copenhagen Business School Press.

Theme 3: Death in the global world
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Transnational death (pp. 65-81). Helsinki: Studia Fennica.
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global. Barcelona: Paidés.
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307-311.
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Governance and Protest Logics in Europe. Oxford and New York: Berghahn Books.
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Governances: "Flesh", Technologies and Knowledge. Bingley, UK: Emerald Group Publishing.
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Geertz, Clifford ([1984, 1986] 1996). Los usos de la diversidad. Barcelona: Paidos.
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Christian and Fernandez Nadine (eds). Intimate Mobilities. Sexual Economies, Marriage and Migration in a
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London: Willey-Blackwell.

Ritzer, George (2011). Globalization. The Essentials. London: Willey-Blackwell.

Ritzer, George (ed.) (2007). The Blackwell Companion to Globalization. London: Blackwell.
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Robertson, Roland (1992). Globalization. Social Theory and Global Culture. London: Sage.
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Buenos Aires: Katz.

Sassen Saskia (2007). Una sociologia de la globalizacion. Buenos Aires: Katz.
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Zelizer, Viviana ([2005] 2009). La negociacion de la intimidad. México: FCE.
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Recommended films and series:

- Ball, Alan (2001-2005). Six feet under. Serie TV. US. Disponible en HBO.

- Gaggiotti, Miguel (2020). Maquiladora. UK. 18'. Accesible en Vimeo en:
https://vimeo.com/378717205/bf3fe17b92

- Gervais, Ricky (2019). After life. Serie TV. UK. Disponible en Netflix.

- Lahl, Jennifer (2010). Eggsploitation. US.45'. Accesible en Youtube con subtitulos en espafiol:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VcK_I3FLgKs

Projects I: Design
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Required readings:

Quivy, Raymond y Van Campenhoudt, Luc. (2005). Manual de investigacién en ciencias sociales. Editorial
Limusa. México.

University of Southern California Libraries. Research Guides.
http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/researchproposal

or

Bernard, RussellH. (2011). Research methods in anthropology: Qualitative and quantitative approaches.
Plymouth,UK: Altamira Press.

Flick, Uwe (2018). An introduction to qualitative research. 6th edition. Sage.

Recommended readings:

Carling, Jorgen, Bivand Erdal, Marta, & Ezzati, Reihaneh (2013). Beyond the insider-outsider divide in
migration research. Migration Studies 2(1):36-54.
http://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2013/10/15/migration.mnt022.full. pdf?keytype=ref&ijkey=0axS5e

Durand, Jorge (2012). El oficio de investigar. En Ariza, M. y Velasco,L. (coord.) Métodos cualitativos y su
aplicacion empirica. Por los caminos de la investigacion sobre migracién internacional (pp. 47-80). México
(DF): UNAMY/ EI Colegio de la Frontera Norte.

Guest, Greg, Bunce, Arwen, & Johnson, Laura (2006). How many interviews are enough? An experiment with
data saturation and variability. Field Methods, 18(1): 59-82. 10.1177/1525822X05279903

Hirvi, Laura and Snellman,Hanna (Eds., 2012). Where is the field? The experience of migration viewed through
the prism of ethnographic fieldwork. Finnish Literature Society (SKS). Open Access:
https://library.ocapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/29750

Jociles Rubio, Maria Isabel (1999). Las técnicas de investigacion en antropologia. Mirada antropoldgica y
proceso etnografico. Gazeta de Antropologia, 15, articulo 1.
http://www.ugr.es/~pwlac/G15_01Marialsabel_Jociles_Rubio.html

Lupton, Deborah (2020). Doing fieldwork in a pandemic. Crowdsourced document:
https://nwssdtpacuk.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/doing-fieldwork-in-a-pandemic2-google-docs.pdf

Murchison, Julian M. (2010). Ethnography essentials: Designing, conducting, and presenting your research.
Jossey Bass.

Ritchie, Jane, Lewis, Jane, McNaughton Nicholls, Carol & Ormston, Rachel (Eds., 2014)[2003]. Qualitative
research practice: A guide for social science students and researchers. Sage.

Seawright, Jason, & Herring, John (2008). Case selection techniques in case study research: A menu of
qualitative and quantitative options. Political Research Quarterly 61(2): 294-308. 10.1177/1065912907313077
Small, Mario L. (2009). How many cases do | need? On science and the logic of case selection in field-based
research. Ethnography, 10(1): 5-38. https://doi.org/10.1177/1466138108099586

Small, Mario L. (2011). How to conduct a mixed-methods study: Recent trends in a rapidly growing literature.
Annual Review of Sociology, 37(1): 57-86. https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.soc.012809.102657

Tracy, Sarah J. (2010). Qualitative quality: Eight "big-tent" criteria for excellent qualitative research. Qualitative
Inquiry, 16(10): 837-851. https://doi.org/10.1177/10778004 10383121

Ethics resources:

American Association of Anthropology (adopted in 1971, amended in 1986). Principles of Professional
Responsibility. http://www.americananthro.org/ParticipateAndAdvocate/Content.aspx?ltemNumber=1656

Ethics code of the Association of Social Anthropologists of the UK (ASA):
https://www.theasa.org/downloads/ASA%20ethics %20guidelines%202011.pdf

21


http://libguides.usc.edu/writingguide/researchproposal
http://migration.oxfordjournals.org/content/early/2013/10/15/migration.mnt022.full.pdf?keytype=ref&ijkey=oaxS5eeyuQctTnj
https://doi.org/10.1177/1525822X05279903
https://library.oapen.org/handle/20.500.12657/29750
http://www.ugr.es/~pwlac/G15_01MariaIsabel_Jociles_Rubio.html
https://nwssdtpacuk.files.wordpress.com/2020/04/doing-fieldwork-in-a-pandemic2-google-docs.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1177%2F1466138108099586
https://doi.org/10.1146/annurev.soc.012809.102657
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https://www.theasa.org/downloads/ASA%20ethics%20guidelines%202011.pdf

Educational resource about ethics in anthropology, open access (Macquarie University):
https://ethicstraining.mqg.edu.au/

Website of the Comissié d'Etica en I'Experimentacié Animal i Humana de la UAB (with models of informed
consent, etc.): https://www.uab.cat/etica-recerca/

Software

UAB students can download Microsoft Office 365 at home and/or on their laptops if they wish so:
https://si-respostes.uab.cat/inici/correu/msop-microsoft-office/msop-com-em-puc-instal-lar-l-office

In addition, it is recommended that they install the ARE button in their website’s browser to access the
electronic resources mentioned in the bibliography section (articles in academic journals that are not open
access) from outside the UAB -
https://www.uab.cat/web/our-services/access-to-electronic-resources-1345738248146.html. This
(Spanish-language) video explains how to do that in 3 minutes: https://vimeo.com/516408829/9f4a1ed83d

We will also use the reference manager Mendeley in the course, and we recommend that students install it on
their computers or laptops. Through the UAB, they can access the institutional license:
https://www.uab.cat/web/study-and-research/mendeley-institutional-1345738248632.html.

The other programs and digital resources that we will use in the course will be communicated in the first class.
All programs are installed or can be installed or accessed in the computer rooms.

22


https://ethicstraining.mq.edu.au/
https://www.uab.cat/etica-recerca/
https://si-respostes.uab.cat/inici/correu/msop-microsoft-office/msop-com-em-puc-instal-lar-l-office
https://www.uab.cat/web/our-services/access-to-electronic-resources-1345738248146.html
https://vimeo.com/516408829/9f4a1ed83d
https://www.uab.cat/web/study-and-research/mendeley-institutional-1345738248632.html

