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Prerequisites

There are no prior course requirements but it is advisable for students who wish to take this course to have
some basic knowledge of postcolonial theory.

Objectives and Contextualisation

Objectives and Contextualisation

The aims of the course are to provide students with the necessary skills

to understand and analyze postcolonial and transnational literatures in English
to debate the main theories in the field
to relate postcolonial studies with other disciplines in English studies
to produce critical papers on postcolonial texts

Competences

Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.
Analyse the relationship between factors, processes or phenomena in the acquisition of English as a
second language, its learning and teaching methods, and its literature, history and culture.
Apply methodological knowledge of statistical analysis and data generation, treatment and codification
of multilingual databases, analysis of literary texts, etc. to research.
Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of one's research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.
Critically argue, issue judgements and present ideas on the basis of the analysis of information
originating from scientific production in these areas.
Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.
Distinguish and contrast between the different methodological and theoretical models applied to the
academic study of the acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and
multicultural contexts, literary studies and cultural studies.
Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.
Use the English language for academic and professional purposes related to research into the
acquisition, teaching and use of English as a second language in multilingual and multicultural contexts,
literary studies and cultural studies.

Learning Outcomes
1



1.  

2.  

3.  
4.  

5.  
6.  

7.  

8.  
9.  

10.  

Learning Outcomes

Analyse and interpret at an advanced level literary postcolonial and transnational texts learning to
distinguish their specificities.
Analyse and interpret at an advanced level scientifically produced texts on postcolonial and
transnational literature, extracting relevant citations and making content summaries.
Analyse and synthesise information at an advanced level.
Communicate the knowledge acquired and the contributions of one's research correctly, accurately and
clearly both orally and in writing.
Develop autonomous learning skills applicable to the research process.
Distinguish and contrast the different theoretical and methodological models applied to the academic
study of postcolonial and transnational literature.
Make oral presentations in English about subjects and texts related to advanced research into
postcolonial and transnational literature.
Read and analyse post-colonialand transnational texts in the English language.
Show respect towards the opinions, values, behaviours and/or practices of others.
Write texts defending an idea in relation to a literary text from postcolonial and transnational literature
applying secondary sources to the critical argumentation.

Content

The following texts will be discussed in detail from various perspectives including gender, ethnicity, class,
ageing and the environment. Other disciplines such as history, politics, anthropology and diaspora studies will
also be drawn on.

Abdulrazak Gurnah, , Bloomsbury, 2017 - Zanzibar-UKGravel Heart

Jhumpa Lahiri, , Bloomsbury, 2013 - India-USAThe Lowland

Nnedi Okorafor, , Hodder, 2014 - NigeriaLagoon

Mike van Graan, , Junkets Publisher, [2006] 2010 - South AfricaGreen Man Flashing

The short stories, poems, van Graan's play and some critical articles that will be discussed will be posted on
moodle

Methodology

Close readings of the novels, play, poems, short stories and class discussions centred on particular theoretical
issues or cultural aspects.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Theory classes 50 2 2, 1, 3, 9, 6, 8

Type: Supervised

Paper 15 0.6 2, 1, 4, 6, 10
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Type: Autonomous

Private study 40 1.6 3, 5, 6, 8

Assessment

Students are required to participate in class discussions on a regular basis. Students will be asked to keep a
"Reflective Journal" throughout the course which will
have to be submitted to the teacher halfway through the semester (9th November) and at the end alongside
the Final Paper (deadline 9th Janaury 2023). The "Reflective Journal" grants students a space whereby they
can reflect upon issues raised by the texts under discussion in a subjective manner.

The final paper consists of a 2,500 word paper (approximately 10 pages) with at least 5 valid, academic
secondary sources. Students are required to submit a proposal first.
This proposal must include the following: provisional title, 150-word abstract, bibliography with five items). The
proposal should be submitted by 30th November. Students are encouraged to write their final paper on their
class presentation.

In order to pass the subject, students must hand in all the written exercises (including the Reflective Journal),
do the classroom presentation and participate in class discussions.

The assessment is based on the following:

Short essay 20%
Class discussions and presentation 20%
Reflective journal 20%
Final paper 40%

On carrying out each assessment activity, lecturers will inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures to be
followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place.

Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than 25% of
the assessment items.

Re-assessment for this subject will be undertaken on an item-by-item basis, for which the following conditions
are applicable:

The student must previously have submitted a minimum of two-thirds of the course-assessment items,
i.e. the essay and the final paper.
The short esssay and the final paper may be re-assessed provided that 70% of the assessment items
have been successfully completed.
The class discussions, the presentation and the reflective journal are not eligible for re-assessment.
The maximum grade for re-assessed items is 5.
The definitive grade awarded for a re-assessed item will be that obtained at re-assessment, even if this
is lower than the original grade obtained.
If the student fails the re-assessed item or items in question, the subject may still be passed provided
that their average overall grade is equal to or higher than 5.

VERY IMPORTANT
In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.
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Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Class discussions and presentation of a topic 20% 20 0.8 3, 4, 9, 7

Final paper 40% 15 0.6 2, 1, 3, 9, 5, 6, 10

Reflective Journal 20% 5 0.2 9, 5, 8

Short essay 20% 5 0.2 1, 3, 6, 8
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Software

No specific programme will be used in this subject
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