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Prerequisites
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Objectives and Contextualisation

The course aims to study the political history of the United States of America, with a special emphasis on the
evolution of American democracy and the attempts to expand its influence in the world.

Competences

® Applying the main methods, techniques and instruments of the historical analysis.

® Critically assessing the fonts and theoretical models in order to analyse the different historical periods.

® Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
other languages.

® Respecting the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.

® Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.

® Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.

® Students must develop the necessary learning skills in order to undertake further training with a high
degree of autonomy.

Learning Outcomes


https://sia.uab.cat/servei/ALU_TPDS_PORT_ENG.html

1. Appropriately identifying and using information sources for the historical research, specially about
contemporary political regimes.

Communicating in your mother tongue or other language both in oral and written form by using specific
terminology and techniques of Historiography.

Critically summarising the various historiographical explanations about the emergence and evolution of
political regimes in the contemporary era.

Engaging in debates about historical facts respecting the other participants' opinions.

Identifying the main and secondary ideas and expressing them with linguistic correctness.

Organising and planning the search of historical information.

Properly using the specific vocabulary of History.

Recognising diversity and multiculturalism.

Solving problems autonomously.

Submitting works in accordance with both individual and small group demands and personal styles.
Using the characteristic computing resources of the field of History.
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Content

Introduction: dictatorships and democracies, general concepts.
1. A nation's building: from Colonial America to the Civil War.
2. The Gilded Age and the Progressive Era.

3. The two world wars and the rise of the American Century.

4. The Cold War.

5. From the Keynesian consensus to the rise of neoliberalism.

6. Epilogue: from 1991 to the present day.

Methodology

- Master classes.

- Classroom practices.

- Public introduction of the compulsory readings.
- Group discussions about compulsory readings.
- Writing papers.

- Reading articles.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities



Title Hours ECTS  Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Theoretical classes 45 1.8 1,6,4,3,7, 11

Type: Supervised

Theoretical classes 15 0.6 2,1,6,4,10,7

Type: Autonomous

Elaboration of a paper (30.000 characters) 15 0.6 9,2,4,10,8,3,7

Elaboration of a work of reduced dimensions (10.000 characters) 5 0.2 9,2,510,8,3,7, 11

Personal study 40 1.6 9,1,5,3

Reading texts 8 0.32 9,53
Assessment

The exam will focus on the course's compulsory readings.

The article must be an analysis of a fiction film. In the process of choosing it, the student must make a proposal
to the teacher to obtain his approval.

The small-scale work will be a review of a U.S. history book. In the process of choosing the book to review, the
student will have to make a proposal to the teacher to obtain his approval.

At the time of completion/delivery of each assessment activity, the teacher will inform of the procedure and
date of revision of the grades.

All assessment activities will be reassessed independently, maintaining their weight in the final grade.

The student will be classified as Non-evaluable when he has not delivered more than 30% of the evaluation
activities.

The single evaluation option will consist of a written exam, which will include two general development
questions (50%), a case study (25%) and an analysis of primary sources (25%).

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes
Elaboration of a paper (30.000 characters) 35% 15 0.6 9,2,4,10,8,3,7
Elaboration of a work of reduced dimensions (10.000 15% 5 0.2 9,2,5,6,10,8, 3,7,
characters) 11

Exam 50% 2 0.08 2,1,523,7
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Excel, Word and PowerPoint.



