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Prerequisites

There are no specific prerequisites to take this course

Objectives and Contextualisation

The main objective of the subject is to offer discursive resources (theoretical and methodological) that allow
students to start in the sociological imagination, helping them to analyze and understand how the structuring of
human interdependencies has varied (from modernity to the present day) and what have been the effects of
these variations.

In this analysis and understanding, we will pay particular attention to the different forms of "socialization",
"institutionalization" and "internalization of reality" that human relations entail.

It is not intended to address all the implications of this discipline, but to offer the bases of the sociological
perspective. After a brief introduction to the sociological perspective and the classics of the discipline, the
program focuses first on the process of socialization and the implications it has on the dialectical relationship
between the individual and society. Secondly, it addresses the key aspects for the understanding of the social
structure, linking the question of power to social control. Thirdly, it explains how the processes linked to the
social construction of identity are immersed in social, power and control structures. Finally, the great current
questions about the structure of inequalities in the global world are explored: the change in the structure of
classes and the creation of new forms of identity, considering those of gender as those most suggestive to be
understood in the present.

Competences


https://sia.uab.cat/servei/ALU_TPDS_PORT_ENG.html

® Carry out effective written work or oral presentations adapted to the appropriate register in different
languages.

® Introduce changes in the methods and processes of the field of knowledge to provide innovative
responses to the needs and demands of society.

® Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.

® Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)

in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
® Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.

® Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of

autonomy.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

Learning Outcomes

1. Analyse a situation and identify points for improvement.
2. Analysing a contemporary fact and relating it to its historical background.
3. Carrying out an individual work that specifies the work plan and timing of activities.
4. Describing social phenomena in a theoretically relevant way, bearing in mind the complexity of the
involved factors, its causes and its effects.
5. Describing the structural framework of life in society.
6. Explaining the elements that affect an individual's inclusion in society: family, education, media, culture,
religion and ideology.
7. Express ideas with a specific vocabulary appropriate to the discipline.
8. Identify main and secondary ideas and express them with linguistic correctness.
9. Identify situations that require improvement or change.
10. Identifying the main ideas of a subject-related text and making a diagram.
11. Interpreting today's main events from physical, economic, social and cultural diversity.
Content

1) An introduction to discplina

a) What we talk about when we talk about Sociology

b) The classics of the sociological discipline

c¢) The sociological imagination

2) The Social Character of Human Nature: Culture and Society
a) Human animality

b) Culture, cognitive architecture, and structure of sensitivity

3) The human condition

a) The articulation of fundamental social relations

b) The love of life and the fear of death

4) From Modernity to Globalization



a) Beyond Repression: The Formation of individualized Individuals

b) Beyond Concealment: The Sociology of Knowledge of the Occult

5) Sociability, individualization, and subjectivity in global society

a) Spatial and temporal compression and the construction of a new social geography

b) Globalization as the gestation of weightless, extraterritorial, and floating power

Methodology

Teaching is articulated from two types of sessions in the classroom: (a) Master classes by the teacher and (b)
seminars; the seminars can be both outside and inside the classroom, in which practical exercises are carried
out based on the lessons taught and the readings assigned.

The master classes are oriented to the presentation by the teacher of the concepts and central arguments of
the subject (following the content of the program). All classes will promote the participation of students based
on questions for debate.

The seminars are workspaces on the contents of the subject taught in class and the readings assigned in
advance. They are structured around three dynamics (with a specific and agreed calendar): (1) Debates
around a specific reading in a "Book Club" format; (2) Outings outside the classroom, both to work on a
specific concept and to deepen the topic of coursework. If possible, they will be carried out in small groups.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Master Class 45 1.8 5,4,6, 11

Type: Supervised

Group work 24 0.96 2,4,6, 11

Presentations at seminars 6 0.24 6

Type: Autonomous

Readings 67 2.68 2,3,10

Assessment
The evaluation modality is for most cases continuous. Students undertake to attend the sessions regularly.
The work for the evaluation will consist of preparing an essay for the following major blocks of the program:

® The social character of human nature: culture and society (25% of the grade, individual, 2-4 pages);
corresponds to item 2 of the program.



® The human condition (25% of the note, individual, 2-4 folios); corresponds to item 3 of the program.
® From Modernity to Globalization (30% of the grade, in group); corresponds to point 4 of the program.

The remaining 20% is based on the contribution of each one to the class group in the "Book Club" (10 %) and
in the outings outside the classroom (10%).

If the average of the continuous evaluation does not reach the grade of 5, it will be considered that the student
has failed the evaluation.

At the time of carrying out each evaluation activity, the teacher will inform the students (Moodle) of the
procedure and date of review of the qualifications.

Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than 1/3 of
the assessment items.

The assessment method in case of single evaluation: evaluation activities will consist of developing an essay
for the following major blocks of the program:

® The social character of human nature: culture and society (25% of the grade, individual, 2-4 pages);
corresponds to item 2 of the program.

® The human condition (25% of the note, individual, 2-4 folios); corresponds to item 3 of the program.

® From Modernity to Globalization (30% of the grade, in group); corresponds to point 4 of the program.

The remaining 20% will be a pre-recorded 8-minute video presentation on point 5 of the program: Sociability,
Individualization and Subjectivity in Global Society.

IMPORTANT

If the student makes any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation of the grade of an evaluation act
(such as plagiarism or similar), this evaluation act will be graded with 0, regardless of the disciplinary process
that may be instructed. In the event that several irregularities occur in the evaluation acts of the same subject,
the final grade of this subject will be 0.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Final essay 30% 3 0.12 2,5,4,6, 11

First essay 25% 1 0.04 2,5,4,6

Presence and contribution of each one to the class group 10% 0 0 4,3,6,10, 11

Second Essay 25% 1 0.04 2,5,4,3,6,10, 11

Visual thinking practice 10% 3 0.12 1,7,8,9
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Software

You do not need to use any specific software. However, a basic knowledge of a bibliographic database
manager such as Mendeley, is recommended.



