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Prerequisites

In order to properly follow the course, students are expected to have learned the core concepts of the
International Relations discipline, seen in the course "International Relations" of first year.

Objectives and Contextualisation

Description and objectives

This introductory course will assist students to acquire basic analytical tools and empirical knowledge to better 
 understand the international development cooperation and the humanitarian aid systems from an international 

relations perspective. The course is intended for students with interest on the Agenda 2030 and achieving its
development objectives.

Objectives:

View the relationship between development and cooperation.

View the relationship between security-intervention-development.

Map the role of different actors.

Explore the relation between South-South Cooperation and North-South Cooperation.

Understand the Official Development Assistance system and its limitations, transformations and
challenges.
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challenges.

Review recent trends in the changing International development cooperation sector.

Explore the relationship between the International development cooperation and the Sustainable
Development Goals of the 2030 Agenda.

Explore the role of Humanitarian Assistance and its transformations.

Visualize key issues and work on different thematic areas.

Competences

Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.
Analyse international society and its structure and understand its importance for real-life problems and
professional practice.
Analyse the behaviour of international actors, both state and non-state.
Analyse the production and implementation of public policies related to the international sphere, in
particular foreign policy and security and defence policy.
Analyse, establish and argue the legal rules applicable to international phenomena.
Apply knowledge of the structure and operation of international institutions to problems and/or practical
cases, either real or simulated.
Apply quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in research processes.
Identify data sources and carry out rigorous bibliographical and documentary searches.
Identify the main theories of international relations and their different fields (international theory,
conflicts and security, international politics, etc.) to apply them in professional practice.
Make changes to methods and processes in the area of knowledge in order to provide innovative
responses to society's needs and demands.
Produce and prepare the presentation of intervention reports and/or proposals.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Take account of social, economic and environmental impacts when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
Take sex- or gender-based inequalities into consideration when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
Use metatheoretical data to argue and establish plausible relation of causality and establish ways of
validating or rejecting them.

Learning Outcomes

Analyse and explain the international agenda management in areas of human rights, environment and
cooperation for development and humanitarian aid, and the role of the different actors in it.
Analyse and explain the role of different actors in the implementation of actions and public policies in
areas of human rights, environment and cooperation for development and humanitarian aid.
Analyse how the operational rules of international society apply to topics related to human rights,
environment and cooperation for development and humanitarian aid.

Analyse the indicators of sustainability of academic and professional activities in the areas of
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Analyse the indicators of sustainability of academic and professional activities in the areas of
knowledge, integrating social, economic and environmental dimensions.
Analyse the operation of the main international institutions in areas related to human rights,
environment and cooperation for development and humanitarian aid and the application of the
respective regimes and regulations.
Analyse the sex- or gender-based inequalities and the gender biases present in one's own area of
knowledge.
Apply quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in research processes.
Apply the bases of international theories and their different focuses to problems related to human rights,
cooperation for development, humanitarian aid and international policies for the environment.
Communicate using language that is not sexist or discriminatory.
Consider how gender stereotypes and roles impinge on the exercise of the profession.
Critically analyse the principles, values and procedures that govern the exercise of the profession.
Evaluate the impact of topics related to human rights, environment, cooperation for development and
humanitarian aid in foreign policies and public policies of the main states.
Evaluate the impact on the policies and actions of the main states and international actors of the main
treaties and legal rulings, of different types, which regulate areas of human rights, environment,
cooperation for development and humanitarian aid.
Explain the explicit or implicit code of practice of one's own area of knowledge.
Identify data sources and carry out rigorous bibliographical and documentary searches.
Identify the principal forms of sex- or gender-based inequality and discrimination present in society.
Identify the social, economic and environmental implications of academic and professional activities
within the area of your own knowledge.
Produce and prepare the presentation of intervention reports and/or proposals.
Propose new experience-based methods or alternative solutions.
Propose new ways to measure success or failure when implementing ground-breaking proposals or
ideas.
Propose projects and actions in accordance with the principles of ethical responsibility and respect for
fundamental rights, diversity and democratic values.
Propose projects and actions that incorporate the gender perspective.
Propose viable projects and actions that promote social, economic and environmental benefits.
Propose ways to evaluate projects and actions for improving sustainability.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Use analytical tools for international regimes for problems such as human rights, environment and
cooperation for development and humanitarian aid.
Use metatheoretical data to argue and establish plausible relation of causality and establish ways of
validating or rejecting them.
Weigh up the impact of any long- or short-term difficulty, harm or discrimination that could be caused to
certain persons or groups by the actions or projects.
Weigh up the risks and opportunities of one's own ideas for improvement and proposals made by
others.

Content

Content

Part I. Approaches in international development
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Part I. Approaches in international development

Concepts of development and cooperation

Conflict and development

Gender and development

Globalization and development

Part II. Actors and Stakeholders in international development 

Different actors and their roles

International development assistance architecture and global governance

Official Development Assistance

South-South cooperation and triangular cooperation 

2030 Agenda

Part III. Introduction to recent trends in International Development Cooperation

Evolution of narratives and norms

Aid trends, aid architecture, key issues

Agenda 2030 and Sustainable Development Goals: Compliance and Governance.

Measurements of development cooperation

Complex emergency crisis and intervention

Part IV. Issues in international development cooperation

A few issues will be selected to work during the course. Some examples of issues to choose from are the
following:

Poverty in the world

World hunger and food production systems

Inequality and social policies

Gender, development and cooperation 

Climate Change, Environment and Development

Rural development

Development and Health

Conflict and development

From Humanitarian assistance to Development assistance

Information Technologies and Development

Methodology
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The dedication to this course involves various types of activities. A 6 ECTS credit course requires a total
dedication of 150 hours by students, which are distributed in different types of activities: 

- Directed activities are activities in the classroom, with the presence of the professor, such as: lectures (with 
ICT support and the possibility of forming discussion groups for specific topics); seminars and workshops in
smaller groups for discussing the required readings, for focusing on practical issues and for analyzing specific
cases, problems and examples. These activities represent around 35% of the total work required.

- Supervised activities are carried outby the students outside the classroom, according to a work plan designed
, supervised and evaluated by the lecturer. In addition, students will read short articles or documents, write
short papers to analyze these materials, and will present and discuss them in class. Supervised activities also
include group and individual tutorials and similar activities to asses each student's progress. These activities
represent approximately 17% of the required working hours.

- Autonomous activities are all those activities that the students do on their own, and in accordance with the
requirements of the course. These activities may include to conduct supplementary research and readings,
study all class materials, to search information, to prepare written works and oral presentations, and all the
activities that supplement their work during the course. These activities account for about 48% of required 
working load.

The proposed teaching methodology and assessment may be subject to change depending on the attendance
restrictions imposed by the health authorities.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS
Learning
Outcomes

Type: Directed

Master classes with use of ICT; Debates and reviews on compulsory and
complementary reading; Seminars, workshops and assessable activities in small groups

48 1.92 5, 3, 2, 1,
8, 15, 16,
29, 28, 27,
25, 26, 30,
12, 13

Type: Supervised

Supervised reading and preparation of texts and presentations that will be evaluated in
classes; Preparation of a supervised group work; Individual and group tutorials to
prepare class and follow-up activities.

20 0.8 11, 4, 6, 9,
17, 16, 33,
24, 19, 20,
21, 22, 23,
10, 32

Type: Autonomous

Writing a research paper; Autonomous study of the syllabus; Compulsory and
complementary reading; Information search; Preparation of presentations and activities
to present in classes.

62 2.48 5, 3, 2, 1,
8, 7, 31,
18, 15, 28,
27, 26, 30,
12, 13

Assessment
5



Assessment

Assessment

The course evaluation consists of the following items:

Research/Consultancy work in groups 40%

Written group document/final report. 20% (4000 words).

Poster 10% (State of the art of issue).

Oral defense final report. 10% (It includes now policy recommendations).

This research work and its oral defense are mandatory to pass the course and must be approved with a
minimum grade of five points (out of 10). This work does not have any compensation activity. 

Continuous evaluation 30%

I Poster Practice. 5%

II Work Defense Practice. 5%

Individual knowledge capsules 10%. Short presentations, round tables, debates, book recensions etc.
during the course. Students shall provide document and present in class. 

Class participation in all activities during the course. 10%

These items of continuous evaluation do not have any compensatory activities.

Final exam: 30%

Exam conducted at the end of the course, on the class recuperation week. 

It includesr readings, class content, students presentations and group reports/presentations.

.A minimum grade of 5 (over 10) must be obtained on the final exam to approve the course

Students who do not pass the written exam will have the opportunity to take advantage of the
compensation activities, that is, they will be able to take the suspended exam again on the day
determined by the Faculty.

Important: 

Students who do not obtain the minimum grade in the written exam, five points out of ten, will have the subject
suspended, even if they have approved the group workand the continuous evaluation.

 Comprehensive evaluation.

    Students who have so requested in due time and form, may apply for a "Single Evaluation" for the whole
course, which will consist of an evaluation consisting of an exam (60% of the grade) and a practical activity
(40%). The procedure and dates for requesting the single evaluation will be announced at the beginning of the
course.

  This single evaluation will take place at the end of the semester, on the day set by the Faculty for the final
exam of the course; the date will be announced well in advance. In case of not obtaining a passing grade in

    this test (a minimumof 5 points out of 10), the test can be retaken on the date set by the Faculty for the
compensatory evaluation.

The review of the final qualification follows the same procedure as for the continuous assessment.
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Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Continuous
evaluation

30% 6 0.24 11, 4, 6, 7, 31, 9, 18, 14, 15, 17, 16, 33, 24, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 28,
27, 25, 26, 10, 32, 12, 13

Final exam 30% 3 0.12 5, 3, 2, 1, 8, 29, 28, 27, 25, 26, 30, 12, 13

Research work
in groups

40% 11 0.44 5, 3, 11, 4, 2, 1, 6, 8, 7, 31, 9, 18, 14, 15, 17, 16, 33, 24, 19, 20, 21,
22, 23, 29, 28, 27, 25, 26, 30, 10, 32, 12, 13
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Software

Students are expected to have basic knowledge on the use of the most common computer programs for
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Students are expected to have basic knowledge on the use of the most common computer programs for
searching information on the Internet, and for the elaboration and edition of texts, tables, and charts.
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