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Prerequisites

There is not

Objectives and Contextualisation

Contemporary Political Actors and Institutions is an introduction to the Catalan and Spanish political system.
Analysis of political institutions, political parties and other emerging political actors in Catalonia and Spain.
Comparative approach to the diversity of political cultures, from the point of view of the typology of institutions,
on a world scale.
It also introduces constant reference to comparative experience in administration, public management, and
public policy, with case studies in different political and cultural contexts. Its main objective is that students
know these theoretical and empirical references and that they know how to use them in interpreting the
dynamics of operation and change in administrations and public policies.

Competences

Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.
Act within one's own area of knowledge, evaluating sex/gender-based inequalities.
Display thorough knowledge of the contemporary world in its social, economic, political and cultural
dimensions.
Introduce changes in the methods and processes of the field of knowledge to provide innovative
responses to the needs and demands of society.
Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.

Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
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Students must be capable of collecting and interpreting relevant data (usually within their area of study)
in order to make statements that reflect social, scientific or ethical relevant issues.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.
Take account of social, economic and environmental impacts when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
Work in compliance with professional codes of conduct.

Learning Outcomes

Analyse a situation and identify its points for improvement.
Analyse and describe the fundamental structure and functions of contemporary political institutions in
the Spanish context.
Analyse the sex- or gender-based inequalities and the gender biases present in one's own area of
knowledge.
Appreciate the diversity of the various contemporary political institutions and the role they play in the
world's different political systems.
Communicate using language that is not sexist or discriminatory.
Distinguish the characteristics of contemporary political actors and institutions, in order to develop
critical thinking and produce original ideas on the context.
Explain the explicit or implicit code of practice of one's own area of knowledge.
Identify situations in which a change or improvement is needed.
Identify the main inequalities and discriminations in terms of sex/gender present in society.
Identify the social, economic and environmental implications of academic and professional activities
within one?s own area of knowledge.
Interpret and discuss documents on the main theories of political science regarding the system of actors
and institutions.
Plan and conduct academic studies in the field of political science, especially on the structure and
functions of contemporary public institutions.
Present a summary of the studies made, orally and in writing.
Propose projects and actions that are in accordance with the principles of ethical responsibility and
respect for fundamental rights and obligations, diversity and democratic values.
Propose viable projects and actions to boost social, economic and environmental benefits.
Show respect for the idiosyncrasy of each institution and political actor when analysing their
characteristics within the framework of political science.
Weigh up the impact of any long- or short-term difficulty, harm or discrimination that could be caused to
certain persons or groups by the actions or projects.

Content

1. Historical background on the current Spanish and Catalan political system.
2. The transition to democracy
3. Characteristics and effects of the 1978 Constitution
4. Territorial organization: State of the Autonomies
5. Actors: parties and institutions.
6. Elections 1977-2019
7. Electoral System: operation and possible reforms.
8. Electoral behavior and political culture
9. The independence process in Catalonia
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Methodology

The dedication to this subject is specified in various types of activities. Its value, 6 ECTS credits, implies a total
dedication of 150 hours, which will be distributed as follows:

a.- Directed activities, with the presence of the teacher. They will include lectures and participatory seminars
with oral presentations by students
These activities represent approximately 33% of the student's work time.

b.- Supervised activities, carried out outside the classroom, and following the teacher's instructions. An
individual work must be prepared.

This activity represents approximately 17% of the student's work time.

c.- Autonomous activities, carried out by each student on their own for the preparation of the syllabus, through
the readings recommended by the teacher.

These activities represent approximately 50% of the student's work time.

The process of learning and acquisition of skills will be supervised by the teacher through individual tutorials.

The Moodle classroom will be the space that will convey the information related to the organization of the
subject.
The professor will have to allocate approximately 15 minutes of any class to allow the serious students to
respond to the questions of the evaluation of the docent and of the evaluation of the subject.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

study and material reading 75 3 2, 6, 4, 13, 11, 12, 16

Type: Supervised

Master classes and Parcipatory Seminars 50 2 2, 6, 4, 13, 11, 12, 16

Type: Autonomous

end of course work 25 1 2, 6, 4, 13, 11, 12, 16

Assessment

Evaluation activities description:

A. Participatory Seminars, 40% in the final grade

B. Group work, 15% in the final grade

C. End of course work, 45% in the final grade

The detailed calendar with the content of the different sessions will be exposed on the day of presentation of
3



The detailed calendar with the content of the different sessions will be exposed on the day of presentation of
the subject. It will also be posted on the Virtual Campus where students can find the detailed description of the
exercises and practices, the various teaching materials and any information necessary for the proper
monitoring of the subject. In the event of a change in the teaching modality for health reasons, the teaching
staff will inform of the changes that will occur in the programming of the subject and in the teaching
methodologies.

In order to be able to appear for the recovery of the subject, it will have been necessary to obtain a grade lower
than 3.5 in the end-of-course work, which represents 45% of the subject.

Plagiarism

The student who performs any irregularity (copy, plagiarism, identity theft, etc.) that may lead to a significant
variation in the grade of an act of evaluation, will be graded with 0 this act of evaluation. In case of more than
one irregularity, the final grade of the subject will be 0.

According to the UAB's rules, the students have the right to follow the "unique evaluation". They must
communicate to the professor that they want to follow it, during the first sessions of the course. If someone has
already done any activity of evaluation, he/she has lost its right to follow the "unique evaluation"

The "unique evaluation" will consist in three evidencies:

1. Final examination over the whole syllabus of the subject. It will weight 45% of the final grade. To pass this
subject, it is required to receive at least a grade of 5/10 in this examination.

2. The submission of an essay, which will be done following the lecturer's instruccions. It will weight 45% of the
final grade. It will have to be delivered the day of the final examination.

3.The submission of two commentaries of two texts extracted from the lecturer's proposed readlings. They will
weight 10% of the final grade.

In case of failing the grade, the student will have the opportunity to do again some of the activities of the
"unique evalutaion", following these indications:

1. Only the student who has previously evaluated of at least 2/3 of the total ammount of the activities of this
subject can participated in this re-trial.

2. The student will only be able to do again the final examination in the case he/she has failed it.

3. The essay will not be able to be done again.

4. The day of this re-trial examination, the student will have to submit 2 new comments related to the
recommended readings, which will have been recommended by the lecturer.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

group work 15% 0 0 2, 3, 1, 5, 6, 4, 7, 13, 10, 9, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17

Parcipatory Seminars 40% 0 0 2, 3, 1, 5, 6, 4, 7, 13, 10, 9, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17

end of course work 45% 0 0 2, 3, 1, 5, 6, 4, 7, 13, 10, 9, 8, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17

Bibliography
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Software

No computer programs are used in this subject

5


