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Prerequisites

A CEFR C1 level of general English is required to be able to optimally follow the course.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The main purpose of this course is to furnish students entering the BA in English Studies with the linguistic and
communicative tools to successfully follow their university studies. This is a foundational course, focused on
boosting the students' written formal and academic register. A C1 level of English (CEFR) is assumed.

Specific course objectives: at the end of the course students should be able to:


https://sia.uab.cat/servei/ALU_TPDS_PORT_ENG.html

-Produce argumentative texts of around 300-500 words that are formally well structured, linguistically correct,
and have a depth of content appropriate to higher education.

-Understand authentic written materials from the fields of the Humanities and the Social Sciences. Reading for
gist. Reading in detail. Identifying author's stance.

Competences

English Studies

® Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.

® Demonstrate skills to work autonomously and in teams to fulfil the planned objectives.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

® Understand and produce written and spoken academic texts in English at an advanced proficient-user
level (C1).

® Use written and spoken English for academic and professional purposes, related to the study of
linguistics, the philosophy of language, history, English culture and literature.

English and Catalan Studies

® Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.

® Demonstrate the ability to work autonomously and in teams with the aim of attaining the planned
objectives in multicultural and interdisciplinary contexts.

® Make correct use of written and spoken English for academic or professional purposes, related to the
study of language, history, culture and literature.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

® Understand and produce oral and written academic texts with appropriateness and fluency in distinct
communicative contexts.

English and Spanish Studies

® Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.

® Correctly use written and oral English and Spanish for academic and professional purposes, related to
the study of linguistics, history, culture and literature.

® Demonstrate the ability to work autonomously and in teams in order to achieve the planned objectives
in multicultural and interdisciplinary contexts.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

® Understand and produce oral and written academic texts with appropriateness and fluency in distinct
communicative contexts.

English and French Studies

® Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.

® Demonstrate the ability to work autonomously and in teams with the aim of attaining the planned
objectives in multicultural and interdisciplinary contexts.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

® Understand and produce oral and written academic texts with appropriateness and fluency in distinct
communicative contexts.



® Use spoken English and French correctly for academic and professional purposes related to the study
of linguistics, history, culture and literature.

English and Classics Studies

® Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.

® Demonstrate the ability to work autonomously and in teams in order to achieve the planned objectives
in multicultural and interdisciplinary contexts.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

® Understand and produce oral and written academic texts with appropriateness and fluency in distinct
communicative contexts.

® Use written and spoken English correctly for academic and professional purposes related to the study of
English linguistics, history, culture, and literature.

Learning Outcomes

1. Express oneself in English orally and in writing in a formal register and using the appropriate
terminology in relation to the characterisation of academic discourse.

2. Modulate written and oral discourse in order to express oneself respectfully and ethically in a context of

academic interaction.

Plan work effectively, individually or in groups, in order to fulfil the planned objectives.

4. Produce academic written and oral speeches at an advanced proficient-user level (C1) and adapting
them to the conventions of the different genders.

5. Produce written and oral academic discourses with a fluency and accuracy appropriate at an advanced
proficient-user level (C1) and adapting these to the conventions of distinct genres.

6. Produce written and oral academic discourses with a fluency and accuracy appropriate to Advanced
User level (C1) and adapt them to the conventions of distinct genres.

7. Produce written and oral academic discourses with a fluency and accuracy appropriate to
proficient-user level (C1) and higher-proficient-user level (C2) and adapting these to the conventions of
distinct genres.

8. Produce written and oral academic discourses with a fluency in English at an advanced proficient-user
level (C1) and adapting these to the conventions of distinct genres.

9. Understand written and oral academic discourse in the field of human and social sciences at an
advanced proficient-user level (C1).

10. Understand written and oral academic discourse in the field of humanities and social sciences at
Advanced User level (C1).

11. Understand written and oral academic discourse in the field of humanities and social sciences at an
advanced proficient-user level (C1).

12. Understand written and oral academic discourse in the field of humanities and social sciences at
proficient-user level (C1) and higher-proficient-user level (C2).

13. Understand written and oral academic discourse in the field of humanities and social sciences in
English at an advanced proficient-user level (C1).

14. Use appropriate metalanguage to describe the knowledge acquired in relation to the subject.
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Content

The focus of this course is on written skills (reading and writing). In addition, relevant grammatical structures
and lexis of a C1 level belonging to the formal and academic registers will be examined and discussed, either
in class or independently, through assigned self-study materials.

1. Characteristics of written academic discourse. Differences between formal and informal registers.
Writing in English. Main differences in relation to Catalan/Spanish writing.



2. The writing process. Brainstorming and generating ideas. The paragraph. Types of paragraphs. Building
an argument and supporting ideas. The writing of argumentative essays of 300-500 words that are
formally well structured, linguistically correct, and have a depth of content appropriate to higher
education.

3. Coherence and cohesion in discourse. Sentence fragments. Run-on sentences. Parallel structures.
Agreement. Punctuation.

4. Reading academic texts in linguistics and literature. Identify main and secondary ideas. Reading forgist

and reading for detail. Identifying writer's stance. Hedging. Textual analysis.

Citing and referencing. MLA and APA style. Plagiarism. Appropriate use of Al tools.

6. Gender-neutral language.

o

Methodology

The methodology will be based on the following activities:
® Directed activities (33%)
® Supervised activities (10%)

® Autonomous activities (40%)
® Assessment activities (17%)

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Guided exercises 60 2.4 1,2,3,14

Type: Supervised

Supervised work 15 0.6 1,2,3,14

Type: Autonomous

Self-study. Exercises and assignments. Use of ICTs 50 2 1,2,3,14

Assessment
The following criteria must be taken into account:

® Any non-submitted assignments will be graded with a 0.

® Students will obtain a "Not assessed/Not submitted" course grade unless they have submitted more
than 30% of the assessment items.

® Since this is a course that assesses students' level of English, students will have to obtain 60% in each
of the exams: written exam 1 and written exam 2 in order to pass the course.

® Only if/when students pass exams will continuous assessment marks and other evaluation activities be
taken into account.

® To pass the course students need to:

pass exams with a 60% in each of them.



a course average of 60%.

Single-Assessment Option

This subject does not incorporate the single-assessment option.

Re-assessment

® Only the two exams can be re-assessed, provided that the mark in each is > 35% and < 60%.

® |f the average of either is lower than 35%, the student will not be allowed to re-assess that exam and
will therefore fail the course.

® |t is only possible to re-assess exams in the event of having a 30% of the continuous assessment tasks
done.

® |t is only possible to re-assess failed items.

® The maximum grade obtainable after reassessment is PASS (5 after the conversion).

Evaluation activities excluded from re-assessment
The following continuous assessment activities are not eligible for reassessment:
® written exercises and reading test

It is also not possible to reassess the self-study activities or the Academic reading circles / active participation
work.

Procedure for reviewing grades awarded

On carrying out each evaluation activity, lecturers will inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures to be
followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place.

IMPORTANT:

® In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of
the same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

® Irregularities refer, for instance, to copying in an exam, copying from sources without indiacting
authorship, or a misuse of Al such as presenting work as original that has been generated by an Al tool
or programme. These evaluation activities will not be re-assessed.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Academic reading circles / active participation 8% 5.5 0.22 12,10,13,1,2,3,8,7,6, 14
Continuous assessment 27% 10 04 12,10,9,11,13,1,2,3,8,7,6, 14
Self-study 5% 3.5 0.14 1,3,14

Written exam 1 30% 3 0.12 12,10,9,11,13,1,8,4,7,6,5, 14




Written exam 2 30% 3 0.12 1,2,3,8,7,6,14
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