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Prerequisites

The course requires an initial level of English of C2 (Proficiency) (Common European Framework of Reference
for Languages: Learning, Teaching, Assessment). With C2 students can understand almost everything they
read or hear without effort; they can summarise information from different oral and written sources, reconstruct
facts and arguments and present them in a coherent way; they can express themselves spontaneously, with
fluency and precision, distinguishing subtle nuances of meaning even in the most complex situations.

Students are advised to have passed the courses on English Linguistics from first and second years.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The course introduces diachronic linguistics, applied to the English language. The course heavily draws on the
1st and 2nd year-courses in English linguistics, whose skills and competences should have been acquired by
students.

Upon completing the course, students will be able:

to recognize and analyse linguistic features which differ from contemporary English
to analyse and describe the phonological, morphological, lexical and syntactic characteristics of every
stage of the English language.
to understand the relationship between external history and the most relevant linguistic characteristics
of English in every stage of the English language.
to understand and describe how linguistic features are maintained or change over time and apply this
knowledge to text analysis using etymological dictionaries and glossaries.
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Competences

Apply scientific ethical principles to information processing.
Demonstrate skills to work autonomously and in teams to fulfil the planned objectives.
Describe and analysesynchronically and comparativelythe main phonetic, phonological, morphological,
syntactic, semantic and pragmatic properties of English and its historical development.
Distinguish and contrast the distinct paradigms and methodologies applied to the study of English.
Understand and produce written and spoken academic texts in English at advanced
higher-proficient-user level (C2).
Use written and spoken English for academic and professional purposes, related to the study of
linguistics, the philosophy of language, history, English culture and literature.

Learning Outcomes

Apply the concepts and skills acquired to the analysis of texts from distinct historical periods of the
English language.
Describe and analyse (synchronically and diachronically) the main phonetic, phonological,
morphological, syntactic and semantic properties of English.
Describe and identify the linguistic characteristics of the distinct historical periods of the English
language and their social and cultural context.
Express oneself in English in writing and orally in an effective and correct manner, in an academic
register and using appropriate terminology in relation to the study of phonetics and phonology, syntax,
semantics and the history of the English language.
Incorporate ideas and concepts from published sources into work, citing and referencing appropriately.
Plan work effectively, individually or in groups, in order to fulfil the planned objectives.
Produce written and oral academic texts at higher-proficient-user level (C2) on the concepts and skills
relevant to the study of English linguistics.
Understand specialised academic texts on research in English linguistics at C2 level.

Content

UNIT 1.Introduction to historical linguistics and the origins of the English language (from Indo-European
to Old English)
UNIT 2. Old English (spelling, phonology, morphology, syntax and lexicon) and the influence of external
history in its evolution.
UNIT 3. Medieval English (spelling, phonology, morphology, syntax and lexicon) and the influence of
external history in its evolution.
UNIT 4. Modern English (spelling, phonology, morphology, syntax and lexicon) and the influence of
external history in its evolution.

Methodology

Lectures and practical seminars, practical assignments, text analysis, groupwork, tutorial sessions.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities
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Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures 50 2 1, 8, 2, 3, 7

Type: Supervised

Tutorials 15 0.6 8, 3, 4, 6, 7

Type: Autonomous

Personal study and practice 60 2.4 1, 8, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7

Assessment

Assessment:

All exams and assignments are obligatory.
The dates are specified in the course program posted on . Any changes (for example due toMoodle
unexpected cancelling of lectures) will be duly announced.
Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than
35% of the assessment items.
The level of English will be taken into account in the correction of written work and in the final
evaluation.
In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, , regardless of anythe student will be given a zero for this activity
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of
the same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.
Irregularities refer, for instance, to copying in an exam, copying from sources without indiacting
authorship, or a misuse of AI such as presenting work as original that has been generated by an AI tool
or programme.
Partial or total PLAGIARISM will immediately result in a FAIL (0) for the plagiarised exercise and if
plagiarism is repeated it will result in a FAIL of the whole subject . Plagiarism consists of copying text
from unacknowledged sources -whether this is part of a sentence or a whole text- with the intention of
passing it off as the student's own production. It includes cutting and pasting from internet sources,
presented unmodified in the student's own text. Plagiarism is a serious offence. Students must respect
authors' intellectual property, always identifying the sources they may use; they must also be
responsible for the originality and authenticity of their own texts.
In case of absence on a date of assessment (for example due to illness), students must provide a
justification to gain the right to re-assessment.

Review:

On carrying out each assessment activity, lecturers will inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures
to be followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place.

Re-assessment:

Reassessment will consist of an exam and will only be possible for those students who have obtained 
an average mark 3.5 and 4.9 and have completed all assessment items.
The maximum grade obtainable on a re-assessment exam is .5

Single assessment:

Students opting for single assessment will have to carry out the following activities on the same day:

Exam: 70%
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Exam: 70%
Text analysis: 15%
Practical exercise: 15%

The same reassessment method as continuous assessment will be used.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Assignment 1 15% 4.5 0.18 1, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7

Assignment 2 15% 4.5 0.18 1, 8, 4, 5, 6, 7

Exam 1 (Origins and Old English) 35% 8 0.32 1, 2, 3, 4

Exam 2 (Middle and Modern English) 35% 8 0.32 1, 2, 3, 4
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Software

No specific softeware will be used.
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