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Prerequisites

There are no official prerequisites, but it is convenient for students to review the contents related to biology of
organisms and systems, as well as to ecology, learnt at high school.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The objectives of the Animal Biology part are to introduce the student to the main groups of animals, their basic
characteristics, their position and functional role in ecosystems and their importance in relation to humans from
a social, economic and health perspective.

The objectives of the Plant and Fungal Biology (Botany) part are to introduce the student to the main groups of
plants and fungus addressed, their respective differential features and the fundamental aspects of their
biology, biological function and distribution.

In addition, general notions about systematics and taxonomy are provided, as well as an insight into the
phylogenetic relationships among the main groups of animals and plants as a result of evolutionary and
adaptive processes.

The ultimate goal is that the students are able to value the importance of all these organisms in the
environment, an essential requirement to make good assessments, management actions and legislations.


https://sia.uab.cat/servei/ALU_TPDS_PORT_ENG.html

Learning Outcomes

® KM50 (Knowledge) Identify and assess the biological function of organisms and the plant landscape in
relation to an environmental problem.

® KM51 (Knowledge) Identify organisms and biological processes in their environmental context.

® SM50 (Skill) Characterise specimens, populations and biological communities.

® SM51 (Skill) Safely use techniques and instruments for the analysis of biological samples in the field
and/or laboratory.

Content

COMMON CONTENTS

Introduction to the subject. The ordering of organisms: foundations of phylogenetic systematics.
PLANT AND FUNGAL BIOLOGY

Block I: Nuclear and somatic organization in the plant and fungal world: Prokaryotes and eukaryotes.
Protophytes, Thalophytes and Cormophytes. Asexual and sexual reproduction. Biological cycles. Sporophyte
and gametophyte generation.

Block II: Plant Diversity, general characteristics, ecology and interest: Cyanobacteriae and algae; Bryophytes;
Vascular cryptogams; Flowering plants.

Block IlI: Fungal Diversity, general characteristics, ecology and interest: Amoeboid Fungi, Pseudofungi and
True Fungi. Lichenized fungi and mycorrhizae.

Block IV: Geobotany: Distribution of plants, determining factors and vegetation dynamics. Vegetation of
Catalonia.

ANIMAL BIOLOGY

Block I: Introduction to Zoology. The structural pattern of animals. Animal reproduction. Introduction to animal
phylogeny.

Block Il: Animal diversity. Poriferans. Cnidarians. Bilateral animals. Protostomes and Deuterostomes.
Lophotrochozoans: Flatworms, Annelids and Mollusks. Ecdysozoans: Nematodes and Arthropods.
Deuterostomes: Echinoderms and Chordates.

Block Ill: Animals as natural heritage. Threats to zoological diversity. Causes of conservation "In situ" and "Ex
situ". Threat categories. Legal framework for the conservation of threatened fauna in Catalonia and in Spain.
Exploitation of animal resources. Fishing, hunting and aquaculture.

Block IV: Animals harmful to humans. Concept of pest. Urban, agricultural and forestry pests. Environmental
problems of the use of chemical pesticides. Integrated control and biological control of pests.

Methodology

The methodology used in this subject is based on making the student work the information that is made
available to him through different strategies. The theoretical lessons and classroom practical lessons, as well
as field and laboratory practical lessons, are conceived in an integrated way so that students will relate the
contents of these different activities throughout the subject to achieve the indicated learning objectives. The
different activities are described in more detail below.



Theoretical lessons: During these lessons students acquire the basic scientific-technical knowledge of the
subject that they must complement with the personal study of the topics addressed. Most of the theoretical
classes will consist of master classes, but in some cases other formats can be used. During the theoretical
classes, short videos related to the contents worked on during the session will be regularly displayed. Informal
cooperative learning techniques will also be used to work on specific concepts or contents. To optimize the
work done in class, students will sometimes be asked to previously work of the contents of the next session.
This previous work may consist on searching for information, watching videos or solving certain questions.

Classroom practical lessons: During the two sessions of classroom practical lessons, framed in the syllabus of
Animal Biology, students will work on a topic of interest related to applied Zoology. This work will be done in
small groups and based on materials provided by the teacher or obtained autonomously. In the first session
the topic will be introduced, the groups will be made, the material will be provided and work will begin. In the
second session, the results of the work of each group (mostly done autonomously) will be presented, there will
be a general discussion and an evaluation of the activity.

Tutorials: Personalized or group tutorials will be agreed with students who request for them either in class or by
email.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Activities

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom practical lessons 2 0.08 KM50, KM51, KM50

Field practical lessons 9 0.36 KM50, KM51, SM50, SM51, KM50
Laboratory practical lessons 9 0.36 KM50, SM50, SM51, KM50
Theoretical lessons 28 1.12 KM50, KM51, SM50, KM50

Type: Supervised

Tutorials 10 0.4

Type: Autonomous

Search for information and problem solving 12 0.48
Study and self-learning 72 2.88
Assessment

The evaluation of this subject is carried out throughout the course and consists of the following evaluation
activities:

Partial exams:

In these exams, the knowledge achieved by the student will be evaluated individually.



There will be 2 eliminatory partial exams, one for the part on Plant and Fungal Biology and another one for the
syllabus on Animal Biology.

The grade corresponding to the two partial exams will have a weight of 60% on the final grade of the subject
(30% each of the two parts).

Final exam:

Students who do not pass any of the two partial exams with a minimum grade of 5 out of 10 must take the final
exam. Students who wish to improve the grade obtained in the partial exams may do so by also taking the final
exam. Taking the final exam implies that the grade previously obtained in the corresponding partial exam will
be lost.

Evaluation of classroom practical lessons:

The grade corresponding to the classroom practices will have a weight of 10% on the final grade of the subject.

Evaluation of field and laboratory practical lessons:

The grade corresponding to field and laboratory practical lessons will have a weight of 30% on the final grade
of the subject.

Field practical lesson (Animal Biology): This grade will count 10% of the final grade of the subject.

Laboratory and field practical lessons (Botany): At the end of each practical session students will be evaluated
by means of a small exercise that will contribute 25% to the final grade of the Botanypractical lessons. 75% of
the grade of Botany practical lessons will be obtained in the final practical exam, which will be a written exam
based on the contents learned in the field and laboratory practical activities. The grade of the Botany practical
lessons will count 20% of the final grade of the subject and must not be less than 4.5 to be weighed with the
grade obtained for the Animal Biology field practical lesson.

Calculation of the final grade of the subject:

The grades of the different teaching modalities (theory and classroom field and laboratory practical lessons)
cannot be weighted if the theory grade of any of the two parts (Animal Biology, and Plant and Fungal Biology)
is less than 5.

The grade of the subject will result from making the arithmetic mean between the two parts (Animal Biology,
and Plant and Fungal Biology). This average can only be made if the grade of each of the parts is equal to or
greater than 5 (exceptionally 4.5). In any case, to pass the subject it is necessary to obtain an overall grade
equal to or greater than 5.

Single evaluation:

Students who take advantage of the single evaluation must attend the field practical lesson of Animal Biology
on a mandatory basis. As for the field and laboratory practical lessons of Plant and Fungal Biology, there is no
obligation to attend. The single evaluation will consist of a synthesis exam on the contents of the entire theory
program (60% of the final grade), in a test on the contents of the practical lessons of Plant and Fungal Biology
(20% of the final grade) and in the delivery of evaluative evidence corresponding to the classroom practical
lessons and the field practical lesson of Animal Biology (10% of the final grade each). The single evaluation
exam will be done coinciding with the date set in the calendar for the final exam of theory and practices of
Plant and Fungal Biology, with the right to a theoretical recovery exam if necessary.

Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes



Evaluation of classroom practical lessons 10% 1 0.04 KM50

Evaluation of field and laboratory practical lessons 30% 3 0.12 KM50, KM51, SM50, SM51

Partial exam 1 (Plant and Fungal Biology) 30% 2 0.08 KM50, KM51, SM50

Partial exam 2 (Animal Biology) 30% 2 0.08 KM50, KM51, SM50
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