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Prerequisites

Students should have acquired basic concepts of Political Science and Research Methods. They must be able
read English texts and work with spreadsheets.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The course has three objectives:

- To know the basic elements that characterize political and electoral behaviour in democratic contexts
- To be able to use theories and variables that explain how citizens think and act in politics

- To know and be able to use the main methods and data available for the analysis of political behaviour

Competences

® Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.

® Analysing the behaviour of the political actors, both individually and collectively (parties, interest groups,
social movements, etc.).



Analysing the electoral processes, including campaigns, parties' electoral strategies, political scenarios
and analysis and interpretation of electoral results.

Arguing from different theoretical perspectives.

Assess the social, economic and environmental impact when acting in this field of knowledge.
Demonstrating good writing skills in different contexts.

Demonstrating the comprehension of citizen behaviour and democratic values, particularly in internal or
international concrete cases.

Designing data collection techniques, coordinating the information processing and meticulously applying
hypothesis verification methods.

Develop critical thought and reasoning and be able to communicate them effectively, both in your own
language and second or third languages.

Develop strategies for autonomous learning.

Explaining political, individual and collective attitudes and behaviours, as well as the education process
and expression of political preferences.

Identifying and distinguishing the functioning of the electoral processes.

Identifying main actors of the political system, inspecting their interactions and assessing their
behaviour in their environment and in the political system from a theoretical and practical perspective.
Identifying sources of data and conducting bibliographic and documentary searches.

Interpreting and applying English texts in an academic way.

® Make changes to the methods and processes of the area of knowledge to provide innovative responses

to the needs and wishes of society.

Managing the available time in order to accomplish the established objectives and fulfil the intended
task.

Managing the different theoretical contributions about actors and actor's networks, as well as the
characteristics of collective action.

Realising effective oral presentations that are suited to the audience.

Showing a good capacity for transmitting information, distinguishing key messages for their different
recipients.

Synthesizing and critically analysing information.

Take sex- or gender-based inequalities into consideration when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.

Using the main information and documentation techniques (ICT) as an essential tool for the analysis.
Working autonomously.

Working by using quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in order to apply them to research
processes.

Working in teams and networking, particularly in interdisciplinary conditions.

Learning Outcomes

1.

11.
12.

Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.

Analysing the behaviour of the political actors, both individually and collectively (parties, interest groups,
social movements, etc.).

Analysing the electoral processes, including campaigns, parties' electoral strategies, political scenarios
and analysis and interpretation of electoral results.

Arguing from different theoretical perspectives.

Assess the social, economic and environmental impact when acting in this field of knowledge.
Demonstrating good writing skills in different contexts.

Designing data collection techniques, coordinating the information processing and meticulously applying
hypothesis verification methods.

Develop critical thought and reasoning and be able to communicate them effectively, both in your own
language and second or third languages.

Develop strategies for autonomous learning.

. Explaining political, individual and collective attitudes and behaviours, as well as the education process

and expression of political preferences.

Identifying and distinguishing the functioning of the electoral processes.

Identifying main actors of the political system, inspecting their interactions and assessing their
behaviour in their environment and in the political system from a theoretical and practical perspective.



13. Identifying sources of data and conducting bibliographic and documentary searches.

14. Interpreting and applying English texts in an academic way.

15. Make changes to the methods and processes of the area of knowledge to provide innovative responses
to the needs and wishes of society.

16. Managing the available time in order to accomplish the established objectives and fulfil the intended
task.

17. Managing the different theoretical contributions about actors and actor's networks, as well as the
characteristics of collective action.

18. Realising effective oral presentations that are suited to the audience.

19. Showing a good capacity for transmitting information, distinguishing key messages for their different
recipients.

20. Synthesizing and critically analysing information.

21. Take sex- or gender-based inequalities into consideration when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.

22. Using the main information and documentation techniques (ICT) as an essential tool for the analysis.

23. Working autonomously.

24. Working by using quantitative and qualitative analysis techniques in order to apply them to research
processes.

25. Working in teams and networking, particularly in interdisciplinary conditions.

Content
Theoretical Sessions

® T1_Introduction: How Do We Study Behavior?

® T2_Columbia School

® T3_Michigan School

® T4_Spatial Models and Economic Voting

® T5_Electoral Participation

® T6_Non-Electoral Participation

® T7_lssue Voting and Policy Support

® T8_Socialization, Knowledge, and Motivated Reasoning
® T9_Attitudes: Trust and Satisfaction with Democracy
® T10_Political Parties and Party Formation

® T11_Campaign and Electoral Strategy

® T12_Second-Order Elections

® T13_Emotions

® T14_ldeological and Affective Polarization

® T15_Climate Change

® T16_Political Geography

In parallel, the practical sessions of the course, which will serve to complement the aspects covered in the
theoretical classes, will address the following topics:

Seminars

® S1_Does happiness explain voting?
® S2_Polarization in social networks
® S3_Does the left participate more?

Practices
® P1_Surveys

® P2 Electoral indicators
® P3_Climate change



Activities and Methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures and presentations 36 1.44 4,6, 12,14, 18, 19, 20, 22

Practical sessions and seminars 19 0.76 4,13, 16, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25

Type: Supervised

Evaluation 2 0.08 2,3,4,10, 11,12, 16, 19, 20,
23
Tutorials 15 0.6 4,11, 12,16, 19, 20, 22, 23

Type: Autonomous

Compulsory readings and readings related to the practical 30 1.2 11, 12, 13, 14, 20, 23
sessions

Study of the theory presented in class 30 1.2 2,4,11,12, 14, 16, 20, 22, 23
Writing of practical exercices 15 0.6 16, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25

The in-person sessions require prior reading of the materials that will be indicated at the beginning of the
course.

There are three types of in-person sessions:

1. Theoretical lectures where the teacher presents the theoretical content in interaction with the students

2. Seminar sessions where an exercise applying the knowledge acquired through the analysis of the
readings is worked on

3. Practical sessions where an exercise applying the knowledge acquired through data analysis is worked
on

During autonomous activities, students will have to prepare the materials corresponding to each session,
complete the assignments to be evaluated, and prepare the content for the exam.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Final exam 50% 3 0.12 2,3,4,5,6,8,10,11,12, 16, 17, 19, 20, 21

Lab exercises  30% 0 0 2,3,4,6,7,10,11,12, 13, 14,16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25




Seminars 20% 0 0 1,3,4,6,7,8,9,10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 19, 20, 22, 23, 24, 25

The final grade for the course will be an average of the following components:

® Final exam (50%)
Multiple choice exam (30%)
Question to develop (20%)
® Practices (30%)
® Seminars (20%)
Tests at the begining of the class (10%)
Documents to hand-in (10%)

According to article 117.2 of the UAB Academic Regulations, the assessment for repeating students may
consist of a single synthesis test. Repeating students who wish to opt for this possibility must contact the
teaching staff at the beginning of the course.

To pass the course, a minimum overall grade of 5 is required, with at least a 4 on the multiple-choice test and a
minimum of 3.5 on the essay.

Compensatory assessment
The student will be entitled to a compensatory assessment provided that the following conditions are met:

® They have taken the final exam. Therefore, if they did not attend the final exam, they cannot attend the
resit.

® They have failed the final exam but scored at least a 3 on the multiple-choice part.

® The grades for the practicals and the essay do not invalidate attending the resit.

What needs to be retaken?
The retaken exam will have three parts corresponding to the three main evaluative blocks in the final grade:

® Practicals
® Multiple-choice test
® Essay

For those who have failed the course, they must retake the practicals and the multiple-choice test if it is <4 and
the essay if it is <3.5.

A failed student can choose to retake any part they wish to improve their grade, even those parts that are
already passed. In any case, everything that is resat will be added to the new grade, even if the student
obtains a lower grade in the resit.

Single assessment

Only those who have obtained the corresponding permission from Academic Management at the beginning of
the course may follow the single assessment.

The single assessment exam will consist of the following sections, with their corresponding weight in the final
grade:

® Multiple-choice test: 40%
® Essay question: 30%
® Practicals exam: 30%
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Software
Throughout the course, the following software will be used:

*R
® Microsoft Excel

Language list

Name Group Language Semester Turn

(SEM) Seminars 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed
(SEM) Seminars 51 Catalan second semester afternoon

(TE) Theory 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed

(TE) Theory 51 Catalan second semester afternoon




