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Theory of Democracy

Code: 106188
ECTS Credits: 6

Degree Type Year

2504216 Contemporary History, Politics and Economics FB 1

Prerequisites

A B2 level of English of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages is required, although
no specific test of English proficiency level is held to access the degree.

Students have to demonstrate the necessary language skills to engage with texts, present them in open
sessions and to critically discuss their contents.

Objectives and Contextualisation

The course has three main objectives:

That students know the basic elements that define democratic systems
That students know the different theories of democracy and understand their differences
That students use the different theories to critically analyze the different challenges to the democratic
system

Competences

Act with ethical responsibility and respect for fundamental rights and duties, diversity and democratic
values.
Contrast the main contemporary political theories.
Explain and summarise knowledge acquired in English language at an advanced level.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.

Learning Outcomes

Assessing the contribution of movements like feminism, environmentalism or various identity
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Assessing the contribution of movements like feminism, environmentalism or various identity
movements.
Define the concepts of democracy and dictatorship, describe the different models and critically evaluate
their functioning.
Demonstrating good writing skills in different contexts.
Interpret the pre-existing political and social frameworks as explanatory background to the current ones.
Propose projects and actions in accordance with the principles of ethical responsibility and respect for
fundamental rights, diversity and democratic values.
Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.
Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.
Use contemporary political theories and understand from them their analytical value for home-based
and international case studies.
Write a review of a publication, documentary video or event (conference or seminar) in English adapted
to the content of one or more subjects on this course.

Content

Introduction: democracy as a concept
A history of democracy, democratization and democratic political systems
Liberal Democracy: basic characteristics
The Theoretical Origins of Liberal Democracy (Liberalism, Popular Sovereignty)
Interpretations of Liberal Democracy (Pluralism, Elitism, Corporatism)
Critiques of Liberal Democracy
Radical Alternatives to Liberal Democracy (Rousseau and the General Will; Marxist alternatives;
Feminist alternatives)
Democracy in the Age of Crises (Populism, Climate Crisis, Economic and Geopolitical Threats).

Activities and Methodology

Title Hours ECTS
Learning
Outcomes

Type: Directed

Lectures, followed by discussion sessions of the compulsory readings and oriented to
practical issues, in which cases, problems and examples related to the course agenda
will be analyzed.

36.5 1.46 1, 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8,
9

Type: Supervised

Short oral presentation and participation in debates 15 0.6 1, 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8,
9

Type: Autonomous

Reading basic and complementary readings, study of class notes 78.5 3.14 1, 2, 3, 4,
5, 6, 7, 8,
9

The dedication of the student to this subject is divided into various types of activities, each with a certain
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The dedication of the student to this subject is divided into various types of activities, each with a certain
number of hours of work.

The directed activities are activities in the classroom with the presence of the teacher and will consist mainly of
lectures, followed by discussion sessions of the compulsory readings and oriented to practical questions, in
which cases, problems and examples related to the subject will be analyzed. These activities represent 35% of
the total work required.
The supervised activities are activities that should be completed by the students outside the classroom
according to a work plan designed and subsequently tutored and evaluated by the teacher. These activities are
orientated towards the writing of the essay. These activities represent 10% of the dedication of the students.
The autonomous activities are all those that are carried out by student on their own with basic and
complementary readings, study of the class notes or all those other activities that complement the learning
process that is associated with this course. They represent 55%.

At the end of the semester, 15 minutes will be reserved to complete the teacher evaluation survey.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Assessments (3) 30% 6 0.24 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 7, 8

Attendance, participation in debates 10% 10 0.4 1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8

Brief oral presentation of essay 20% 2 0.08 4, 6, 7

Final exam 40% 2 0.08 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9

Evaluation

Assessment - continuous modality

The evaluation of this subject is made up of the following parts:

- A final exam that represents 40% of the mark. It is a necessary condition to pass the subject to pass this
exam.

- Three assessments, the value of which will be 30% of the final grade for the subject.

- An essay that represents 20% of the final mark. The handing in of the essay is essential to pass the subject.

- Participation in seminars. Participation will be evaluated on the basis of the handing in of an exercise at the
end of each seminar (10%).

The professor responsible for the subject will set the dates for these assessments to be carried out on the first
day of class, always according to the academic calendar set by the Faculty.

To participate in the recovery, the students must have been previously assessed in a set of activities, the
weight of which must be at least equivalent to a minimum of 2/3 parts of the total qualification.
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The only part of the assessment that can be recovered is the final exam.

Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than 1/3 of
the assessment items.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

Assessment - single modality

The single assessment consists of the following:

- the handing in of a final essay(20%)

- an oral exam on compulsory lectures (30%)

- a final exam on the topics studied during the semester (50%)

The professor responsible for the subject will set the datesfor these assessments on the first day of class,
always according to the academic calendar set by the Faculty

All three parts of the appraisal are recoverable.

To participate in the recovery, the students have to have all the necessary supplies.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

Bibliography

This basic bibliography could be modified in the teaching program of the subject, including new references.
This teaching program will also include the specific required reading chapters.
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Engels, Frederic. The Origin of the Family, Private Property and the State.
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New York: Oxford University Press.
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in Spanish: (2003) . Madrid: AlianzaLa Democracia Liberal y Su Época .
Marx, Karl
Meiksins Wood, Ellen. (2008) : Citizens to Lords A Social History of Western Political Thought from
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Mill, John Stuart On Representative Government.
Paine, Thomas .The Rights of Man
Plato The Republic.
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Software

None

Language list

Name Group Language Semester Turn

(PAUL) Classroom practices 50 English second semester morning-mixed

(TE) Theory 50 English second semester afternoon
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