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Objectives and Contextualisation

This course develops core skills in research design, guides students through the logic of the research
enterprise, and provides them with the analytical, methodological, technological tools necessary to conduct
qualitative research in the social sciences. Throughout the course, we move from the conceptual and
epistemological aspects of research design (including research question and literature review), the
development of research methods, ethics, data collection techniques and skills, to data processing and
analysis, and writing and presentation of research results.

Students will be able to explain the purpose of their research, design a qualitative study, gain access to the
data, prepare field work select the most appropriate sources of information, take detailed field notes, reflect on
and monitor one's research, learn qualitative software (Nvivo), perform different types of data analysis using
different techniques, and write analytical memos, reports, or articles. By the end of the course, students should
also be able to critique and evaluate the research conducted by other researchers.

The class will be organized and led as a research seminar with weekly readings, discussions, field exercises,
in-class exercises, students reports on field exercises, end-of-semester project, and student presentations.
Students are expected to come prepared to class with readings completed and assignments written and to
participate actively in class discussion.

Training objectives of the course:

1. To train students in sound research design, in asking good research questions, and select appropriate
methods for qualitative research

2. To train students to gain the necessary knowledge to understand what it means to do research with
qualitative data, how it differs from traditional quantitative research and how both sets of methods are
complementary to assist in the advancement of knowledge.

3. To help students develop an adequate knowledge of the main methods of qualitative research and of
preparing for field work, accessing data, collecting data, and analyzing data.

4. To introduce students to the methodological and ethical implications related to qualitative research
methods.

5. To introduce students to software and other non digital tools designed to help sort, organize, process,
and analyse qualitative data

6. To help students learn how to synthesize and write-up results into memos, reports, and articles.



Competences

® Apply knowledge of environmental and ecological economics to the analysis and interpretation of
environmental problem areas.

® Apply specific methodologies, techniques and resources to conduct research and produce innovative
results in the area of Environmental Studies.

® Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and
non-specialised audiences.

® Communicate orally and in writing in English.

® Continue the learning process, to a large extent autonomously.

® Integrate knowledge and use it to make judgements in complex situations, with incomplete information,
while keeping in mind social and ethical responsibilities.

® Use acquired knowledge as a basis for originality in the application of ideas, often in a research context.

Learning Outcomes

1. Apply specific methodologies, techniques and resources to conduct research and produce innovative
results in the area of Environmental Studies.

2. Communicate and justify conclusions clearly and unambiguously to both specialised and

non-specialised audiences.

Communicate orally and in writing in English.

Continue the learning process, to a large extent autonomously.

5. Design a good research project, by asking good research questions and choosing the appropriate
methods for qualitative research.

6. Recognise the different ethical and methodological implications of decisions that must be taken when
designing and conducting qualitative research.

7. Use acquired knowledge as a basis for originality in the application of ideas, often in a research context.

how

Content
Lesson 1. Introduction to research and design in Social Sciences: Qualitative Research vs. Quantitative

Lesson 2. Asking the right questions & Problematization and design of your research. Elaboration of research
proposals.

Lesson 3. Deconstructing the theory and literature reviews.

Lesson 4. Ethics in social research. Reliability and Validity.

Lesson 5. Relief maps. Fieldwork preparation I.

Lesson 6. Fieldwork preparation Il. Participant observation.

Lesson 7. Conducting interviews & observations and writing field notes.
Lesson 8. Discussion in Focus Groups.

Lesson 9. Qualitative data analysis and Introduction to grounded theory
Lesson 10. Grounded theory + software practice.

Lesson 11. Other qualitative methods.



Activities and Methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Class exercises 12 0.48
Theory 14 0.56
fieldwork 6 0.24

Type: Supervised

Mentoring 8 0.32

Work in small groups 22 0.88

Type: Autonomous

Assigments 36 1.44
At home short assignements 20 0.8
Conducting and practicing fieldwork 13 0.52
Readings 15 0.6

Work in large group (classroom)

1) Discussing the assigned papers for the session (critical analysis)
Student individual work

1) Preparing weekly work and readings

3) Preparing and conducting observations

3) Preparing, conducting, and transcribing interviews
4) Writing field notes from interviews and observations
5) Writing report/paper/memo from field work

6) Class exercises

Work in small groups: Workshops

1) Workshop for qualitative data analysis

2) Fieldwork

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Class exercises 40% 0 0 3,4,5,6,7

Exam 50% 2 0.08 1,2,3,4,5,6,7




Lecture discussions 10% 2 0.08 2,3,4,7

The course will include classroom exercises, discussion of readings, and an exam for evaluation. Attendance
and active participation in class discussions, as well as the quantity and quality of participation, will be taken
into account. Only the exam will be recoverable.

To participate in the recovery, students must have been previously evaluated in a set of activities whose weight
is equivalent to at least 2/3 of the total grade. In this case, to pass the course, the student must attend the
recovery when the exam grade is below 4 or the average grade for the course is below 5.

Students will receive the qualification of 'Not evaluable' if they have submitted zero evidence of learning or
have not made submissions that account for at least 1/3 of the total grade. If they surpass this threshold, the
final qualification for the course cannot be 'Not evaluable,’ and it will be based on the provided evidence of
learning

In the event that a student engages in any irregularity that could significantly affect the grade of an
assessment, that assessment will be graded as 0, regardless of any disciplinary process that may be initiated.
If multiple irregularities occur in assessments for the same course, the final grade for that course will be 0. If
any irregularity occurs during the exam, it will not be recoverable.

This course does not follow a unique evaluation system
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Spradley, James. You Owe Yourself a Drunk.
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Weinstein, Deena. Heavy Metal.

Whyte, William F. Streetcorner Society.

Willis, Paul. Learn to Labour.
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