UAB

Universitat Autdnoma
de Barcelona

Philosophy of the Enlightenment

Code: 100307
ECTS Credits: 6

2025/2026
Degree Type Year
Philosophy OB 2
Contact

Teaching groups languages

Name: Alejandro Mumbru Mora
You can view this information at the end of this

Email: alejandro.mumbru@uab.cat document.

Prerequisites

None.

Objectives and Contextualisation

This course offers a critical and contextualized introduction to the main philosophical debates of the European
Enlightenment, particularly during the 17th and 18th centuries. Its aim is to explore how Enlightenment thought
reshaped conceptions of history, politics, education, and reason, laying the conceptual foundations of our
contemporaneity.

The course begins with a general overview of the Enlightenment as an intellectual and cultural project,
emphasizing its faith in reason, progress, and emancipation. From there, we examine key issues in the
philosophy of history, such as the idea of progress, the role of war, and transformations in educational theory.
In the field of political philosophy, we address topics such as the origins of society and property, the legitimacy
of the state, and the place of civil disobedience within established political orders.

A central part of the course is devoted to the critical analysis of Jean-Jacques Rousseau, often seen as an
anomaly within the Enlightenment framework. Special attention is given to his reception and critique of
Hobbes's and Locke's social contract theories, as well as the tensions his work generates within Enlightenment
ideals.

We also study Kant's transcendental philosophy as a philosophical culmination of the Enlightenment project
and as a decisive contribution to the critique of reason and morality. Finally, we examine the early German
Romantic reception of the Enlightenment, focusing on figures such as Schiller and Holderlin, who propose an
aesthetic and existential reformulation of Enlightenment ideals.

Competences

® Act within one's own area of knowledge, evaluating sex/gender-based inequalities.
® Analysing and summarising the main arguments of fundamental texts of philosophy in its various
disciplines.



® Placing the most representative philosophical ideas and arguments of a period in their historical
background and relating the most important authors of each period of any philosophical discipline.

® Recognising and interpreting topics and problems of philosophy in its various disciplines.

® Students must be capable of communicating information, ideas, problems and solutions to both
specialised and non-specialised audiences.

® Students must develop the necessary learning skills to undertake further training with a high degree of
autonomy.

® Students must have and understand knowledge of an area of study built on the basis of general
secondary education, and while it relies on some advanced textbooks it also includes some aspects
coming from the forefront of its field of study.

® Thinking in a critical and independent manner on the basis of the specific topics, debates and problems
of philosophy, both historically and conceptually.

® Using the symbology and procedures of the formal sciences in the analysis and building of arguments.

Learning Outcomes

1. Accurately using the specific lexicon of the history of philosophy.
2. Analyse the sex-/gender-based inequalities and gender bias in one's own area of knowledge.
3. Arguing about several issues and philosophical problems for the purpose of different works and the
assessment of the results.
4. Assess how stereotypes and gender roles impact professional practice.
5. Carrying out a planning for the development of a subject-related work.
6. Demonstrating a personal stance over a problem or controversy of philosophical nature, or a work of
philosophical research.
7. Discriminating the features that define the writer's place in the context of a problem and reorganising
them in a consistent diagram.
8. Distinguishing and outlining the fundamental content of a philosophical text.
9. Effectively communicating and applying the argumentative and textual processes to formal and
scientific texts.
10. Establishing relationships between science, philosophy, art, religion, politics, etc.
11. Explaining the specific notions of the History of Philosophy.
12. Expressing both orally and in written form, the issues and basic problems of the philosophical tradition.
13. Identifying the main ideas of a related text and drawing a diagram.
14. Indicating and discussing the main characteristics of the distinctive thought of a period and
contextualizing them.
15. Indicating and summarising the common content of several manifestations of various fields of culture.
16. Indicating the main issues of the history of philosophy.
17. Reading basic philosophical text thoroughly.
18. Reading thoroughly philosophical texts of the History of Philosophy.
19. Recognising, with a critical eye, philosophical referents of the past and present and assessing its
importance.
20. Relating the various orders of the philosophical ideas of different authors and historical moments.
21. Rigorously building philosophical arguments.
22. Submitting works in accordance with both individual and small group demands and personal styles.
23. Summarising the topics and arguments exposed in a classical philosophical debate.

Content

General remarks on the Enlightenment

The Rousseau anomaly: critical reception of Locke and Hobbes' political philosophy
Kant's Transcendental Philosophy

Enlightenment and Counter-Enlightenment

Early German Romanticism

abrwbd =



Activities and Methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom sessions 50 2 3,21,10, 11,12, 16, 18, 19, 1

Type: Supervised

Supervised Individual Assignments 30 1.2 3,21,7,8,9, 13,16, 14,17, 22, 20, 23, 1

Type: Autonomous

Autonomous Individual Assignments 50 2 10, 11,9, 17, 19

Class sessions are primarily structured around the professor's lectures, which are designed to provide the
conceptual, historical, and critical framework necessary to engage with the course content. These lectures are
complemented by spaces dedicated to questions, objections, and collective discussion. Student participation is
actively encouraged in order to foster a rigorous philosophical dialogue in which multiple perspectives on the
texts and topics can be compared and debated.

Student work is based on the material developed in class and the recommended bibliography. This reading list
is intended to support and expand upon the topics addressed in the sessions, and includes both foundational
texts from the period studied and contemporary critical studies. Careful reading of these materials is essential
for successful engagement with the course and for preparing the assessment activities.

Individualized academic support is also planned as part of the learning process. Through tutorials or specific
meetings, the professor offers personalized guidance to resolve doubts, clarify content, or assist in selecting
and studying additional readings. This direct communication is intended to support students in developing
critical and independent thinking and to promote a deeper understanding of the themes and issues addressed
throughout the course.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Assignment  35% 8 0.32 2,3,15,21,6,7,8,10,5,11,12,9, 13, 16, 14, 17, 18, 22, 19, 20, 23, 1,
4

Final exam 40% 8 0.32 2,3,15,21,8,10, 11,12, 9, 13, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 1

Partial 25% 4 0.16 2,3,15,21,7,8,10, 11, 9, 13, 16, 14, 17, 18, 19, 20, 23, 1, 4

Exam




CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

The assessment for this course consists of a midterm exam (25%), participation in an activity linked to the
organization of a philosophy congress (35%), and a final exam (40%). The format of the activities and the
exam dates will be announced at the beginning of the course.

To calculate the average with the midterm and the activity grades, a minimum score of 3.5 out of 10 on the
final exam is required. No assignments will be accepted after the deadline. Any indication of plagiarism will
result in a grade of 0 for the corresponding activity.

SINGLE ASSESSMENT

The assessment will consist of the submission of two activities (25% + 35%) and a final exam (40%). The
format of the activities and the exam dates will be announced at the beginning of the course.

Students who have not submitted the required activities will be considered "not assessable" and must take the
resit exam. No assignments will be accepted after the deadline. Any indication of plagiarism will result in a
grade of O for the corresponding activity.

GENERAL REMARKS

It is possible that the Department of Philosophy will establish (as will be done during the first semester) a
period dedicated to evaluative tests. The teaching staff will indicate whether such a period exists or what the
test dates are at the beginning of each course.

On carrying out each evaluation activity, lecturers will inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures to be
followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place.

Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than 1/3 of
the assessment items.

In the event that tests or exams cannot be taken onsite, they will be adapted to an online format made
available through the UAB's virtual tools (original weighting will be maintained). Homework, activities and class
participation will be carried out through forums, wikis and/or discussion on Teams, etc. Lecturers will ensure
that students are able to access these virtual tools, or will offer them feasible alternatives.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

USE OF Al

This subject allows the use of Al technologies as an integral part of the submitted work, provided that the final
result reflects a significant contribution from the student in terms of analysis and personal reflection. The
student must clearly (i) identify which parts have been generated using Al technology; (ii) specify the tools
used; and (iii) include a critical reflection on how these have influenced the

process and final outcome of the activity. Lack of transparency regarding the use of Al in the assessed activity
will be considered academic dishonesty; the corresponding grade may be lowered, or the work may even be
awarded a zero. In cases of greater infringement, more serious action may be taken.
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Groups and Languages

Please note that this information is provisional until 30 November 2025. You can check it through this link. To
consult the language you will need to enter the CODE of the subject.

Name Group Language Semester Turn

(PAUL) Classroom practices 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed

(TE) Theory 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed



https://sia.uab.cat/servei/ALU_TPDS_PORT_ENG.html

