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Micro Sociological Theory

Code: 101125
ECTS Credits: 6

Degree Type Year

Sociology OB 2

Prerequisites

The course requires to have passed "Fonaments de Sociologia". Besides, it is strongly recommended to have
passed "Pensament Sociològic Contemporani". The course assumes the students have basic knowledge of the
classics of sociology and the main schools of sociological thought in the XXth century.

Objectives and Contextualisation

As revealed by the emphasis on learning skills, sociological theory should significantly contribute to built
students' basic conceptual map. To do so, the course articulates two different pedagogical criteria: it introduces
the main current theoretical contributions to sociology, and it does so in systematic way, given that the
historical aspects have already been studied in "Fonaments de Sociologia" and in "Pensament Sociològic
Contemporani".

Competences

Demonstrating a comprehension of the analysis of social phenomena presented in English, as well as
observing their strengths and weaknesses.
Demonstrating a comprehension of the approaches of the sociological theory in its different aspects,
interpretations and historical context.
Describing social phenomena in a theoretically relevant way, bearing in mind the complexity of the
involved factors, its causes and its effects.
Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
other languages.

Learning Outcomes

Comparing theoretical approaches about the macro- and micro- sociological phenomena.
Defining the main micro and macro sociological concepts.
Demonstrating a comprehension of the analysis of social phenomena presented in English, as well as
observing their strengths and weaknesses.

Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
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Developing critical thinking and reasoning and communicating them effectively both in your own and
other languages.
Expressing the debates about these approaches in several moments.
Identifying the use of these approaches in different moments of the sociological theory.

Content

Introduction to systematic sociological theory.
Explanation, social mechanisms, and the theory of social action.
Individualism and emergence.
Rational choice theory.
Game theory in the social sciences.
Evolutionary game theory and social cooperation.
Coordination and social conventions.
Social trust and signaling theory.
Theories of collective action.
Analytical Marxism.
Theory of ordinary rationality.
Theories of bounded rationality, heuristics, and biases.

Activities and Methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Seminars 38 1.52 1, 2, 4, 5, 6

Theoretical classes 15 0.6 2, 3, 4

Type: Supervised

Individual tuition 15 0.6 2

Type: Autonomous

Student's work 70 2.8 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

The course is based on four types of activities:
1) Lectures that will present the contents in class.
2) Practical exercises and other activities that will allow students to apply the theories studied in class -with
students' active and critical participation-.
3) Individual tuition out of class time.
4) Students' autonomous activities: reading list.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment
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Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Exercise on compulsory readings [LECT] 35 3 0.12 1, 2, 3, 6

Practical exercices participation [PART] 15 5 0.2 1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Theory Exam [EXAM] 50 4 0.16 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6

The  will be based on three kinds of evaluable evidence:continuous assessment system

1) [EXAM] A final theoretical exam (50%).
2) [PART] Practical exercises during the course (15%), related to the contents treated in the classes. Exercises
will be described and scheduled throughout the course in specific documents.
3) [LECT] An exercise based on compulsory readings (35%) that will aim to prove that students have read
them and assimilated the contents.

To pass the assignment by this continous system, obtaining a minimum weighted average of 5 will be required
( no minimum grade is required to compute this weighted average ). In case you do not overcome the
assignment in the continuous evaluation (because of failing to obtain a minimum average score of 5 and/or
because they haven't done some of the tests), you can opt for a re-evaluation by doing the exams for all the
non-passed evidences.
- If a theoretical examination has not been passed, it must be recovered with another examination of the same
characteristics.
- If the participatory practices have not been overcome, they must be recovered with an exercise that will be
determined.
- If the exercise based on the mandatory readings has not been overcome, it must be recovered with another
exercise of the same characteristics.

In compliance with the agreements in force in the UAB, this subject provides for .a single evaluation system
Those applying for the single assessment will follow the course under the same conditions as those following
the continuous assessment system,  they will only have to perform a single test at the end of theexcept that
course consisting of three parts and which will include, respectively: a) questions on the  oftheoretical contents
the courses [EXAM], b) questions about  readings [LECT], and c) exercises  carriedall mandatory such as those
out during the practical sessions [PART]. Otherwise, there will be no control of attendance to the course.

To pass the assignment in this single evaluation system it will be necessary to have obtained a minimum score
, and a minimum weighted average of 5 (according to the relative generalof 4 for each of the three parts

weights). If you do not pass the assignment in the single evaluation, you can opt for a re-evaluation, carrying
out a new single test (regardless of the parts already passed).

In any case,  will involve obtaining a course final grade of 8.approving the subject by re-assessment

All evaluation activities must be carried out or presented on the scheduled day and time. Regarding the
presence tests, they may be done at later time by those persons who provide a medical document that certifies
that, on the day and time of the test, they were not in a position to do it or that they prove any other reason that
the responsible docent for the assignment considers "force majeure". In principle, labor activities do not grant
the right to do the tests at later time, unless it is duly accredited that the presence at work that day and that
time was essential.

Regardless of the disciplinary procedure that may be implemented, a student will receive a grade of 0 for any
irregularity (such as plagiarism or unrecognized copying from other people or the Internet) that could
significantly affect the grade of a particular assessment act. The final mark for this topic will be zero if multiple
anomalies in the evaluation acts of the same subject occur.
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This subject will be labeled as "non-evaluable" if the student has not taken part in  of theany
attendance-required activities (practical sessions as per the calendar and assessment tests).

About students with linguistic difficulties (Faculty Agreement April 2024).
Only Catalan, Spanish or English (working languages of the Faculty) will be accepted in the answers to the
exams and evaluable deliveries.
The use of electronic devices to take the exams is not allowed, except in 2 justified cases: enrollment of
subjects outside the degree program (ERASMUS), or PIUNE adaptations.

Use of Artificial Intelligence

For this course, the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies is allowed exclusively for support tasks, such
as bibliographic or information searches and text correction. The student must clearly identify which parts have
been generated with this technology, specify the tools used, and include a critical reflection on how these have
influenced the process and the final result of the activity. Lack of transparency in the use of AI in this graded
activity may result in a penalty.
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Software

No specific software is required

Groups and Languages

Please note that this information is provisional until 30 November 2025. You can check it through this . Tolink
consult the language you will need to enter the CODE of the subject.

Name Group Language Semester Turn

(SEM) Seminars 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed

(SEM) Seminars 51 Catalan second semester afternoon
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(TE) Theory 1 Catalan/Spanish second semester morning-mixed

(TE) Theory 51 Catalan/Spanish second semester afternoon
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