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Objectives and Contextualisation

The objective of the course is double. On the one hand, the aim is to understand the relationships between
nature and society through different social sciences theoretical contributions, particularly from the already long
tradition of environmental sociology. On the other hand, it is intended to reflect on environmental risks, their
social and political implications and the main theoretical and practical debates related to its social perception,
management and governance. In both objectives, emphasis will be placed on the issue of power and
inequalities, on the role of scientific knowledge in the definition and management of environmental problems,
and in the different types of social and political responses implemented to address these issues.

Competences

® Analysing the problems arising from the implementation of public policies and conflict situations by
recognising the complexity of the social phenomena and political decisions affecting democracy, human
rights, social justice and sustainable development.

® Applying the concepts and approaches of the sociological theory, specially the explanations of social
inequalities between classes, between genders and between ethnic groups, to the implementation of
public policies and to the resolution of conflict situations.



® Assessing the contributions of sociological approaches to the study of culture, education, interaction
between society and environment, social policy, and work.

® Demonstrating a comprehension of the analysis of social phenomena presented in English, as well as
observing their strengths and weaknesses.

® Demonstrating a comprehension of the approaches of the sociological theory in its different aspects,
interpretations and historical context.

® Describing social phenomena in a theoretically relevant way, bearing in mind the complexity of the
involved factors, its causes and its effects.

® Developing self-learning strategies.

® Effectively communicating the basic analysis of social phenomena in an elementary level of English.

® Respecting the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.

® Searching for documentary sources starting from concepts.

® Take account of social, economic and environmental impacts when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.

Learning Outcomes

Applying the same social and environmental analysis to another country.
Comparing the theoretical approaches concerning interaction between society and the environment.
Defining the interaction society-environment from these approaches.
Defining the sociological concepts that interpret the interaction between society and the environment.
Demonstrating a comprehension of the analysis of social phenomena presented in English, as well as
observing their strengths and weaknesses.
Developing self-learning strategies.
7. Differentiating the concepts adopted by actors involved in these policies and conflicts (productivist,
environmentalist, sustainabilist, etc.).
8. Distinguishing sociological concepts, as well as the methods and techniques of social investigation
commonly used by environmental sociology.
9. Effectively communicating the basic analysis of social phenomena in an elementary level of English.
10. Identifying the social phenomena by which the society and the environment interact.
11. Relating the approaches of the sociological theory in its different aspects with the global ecological
dimension.
12. Respecting the diversity and plurality of ideas, people and situations.
13. Searching for documentary sources starting from concepts.
14. Take account of social, economic and environmental impacts when operating within one's own area of
knowledge.
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Content

Contents:

1. Relationships nature / society

The Society-Nature duality: an anthropological perspective

The economic system and natural 'resources’

The dialogue between the Social Sciences and the Natural Sciences

Human activity and environmental vectors: water, energy, waste, food, biodiversity, territory and urban
planning, air quality and climate change (these vectors will also appear in the rest of the sections of the

program)

2. Contemporary environmental concerns:



Origins and evolution. Different theoretical interpretations (causes based on technology, economics, politics,
institutions, social constructionism, etc.).

Human ecological explanations: Chicago School (Park, Burgess, etc.); Model POET (Duncan); Model
HEP-NEP (Catton & Dunlap), etc.

Explanations from the political economy: Wheel of production model (Schnaiberg); Second contradiction of
capitalism (O'Connor); Popular Ecology (Martinez-Alier); Risk Society (Beck), Ecological Modernization (Mol
and Spargaaren), etc.

Explanations from the debate on Ecological Modernization (Mol and Spargaaren) and alternatives: degrowth
(Kallis, D'Alisa), transition initiatives (Del Rio, Hobkins), ecosocialism (Sempere, Riechmann), etc.

Ecofeminisms and queer ecology.
3. Environmental and technological risks:
Concept of risk and its social and political implications. The social dimensions of risk.

Social perception of environmental and technological risks: Different perspectives (psychometric, cultural,
institutional, etc.).

Socio-environmental conflicts: Models of analysis of the structure of conflicts.

4. Social movements and the environment:

The origins of socio-environmental mobilization: Conservationism and environmentalism.
The increase (of perception) of environmental risks and the new ecologism (or political ecologism).
Other social movements (naturism, etc.) and contemporary evolution (platforms, etc.)

5. Environmental policies:

Ecological modernization and sustainable development

Environmental governance and the precautionary principle

Degrowth and transitions towards sustainability

Ecosocial transitions and climate emergency

6. Transversal and thematic issues

Sociology of health

Urban sociology

Sociology of energy

Sociology of agrifood system

Activities and Methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed




Seminars 10 0.4 1,2,5,7,8,10, 11

Theoretical classes 28 1.12 1,2,4,3,5,7,8,10, 11

Type: Supervised

Tutorials 15 0.6 4,5

Type: Autonomous

Self-organized student's work 90 3.6 1,2,4,3,5,7,8,10, 11

The teaching methodology includes the following activities:
1- Master classes

2- Seminars: Reflections and analysis of Conferences and talks

3- Realization of group work
4- Preparation of the written test. Analysis and study of readings and materials.

5- Written test (exam).
At the beginning of the course, the specific instructions and the calendar to be followed will be detailed.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Exam 50% 5 0.2 2,4,7,8, 11

Seminars 20% 1 0.04 1,13,9,5,6, 10, 11

Team work 30% 1 0.04 14,1,3,5,6,7,8,10, 11,12

The assessment of the course consists of:

a) Attendance at two seminars, which will require a subsequent individual written reflection (20% of the final
mark, 10% each one).

b) A team work to analyze socioenvironmental conflicts (30% of the final mark).

¢) An exam (50% of the final mark).

Criteria:

® Both the exam and the team work must be approved separately.
® The mark results from the average of all partial notes (seminars, exam and team work), in accordance
with the indicated proportionality.



® Those who, for any justified reason, can not carry out these activities, may agree to other methods of
individual assessment (provided they do so before the date indicated by the teachers at the beginning
of the course).

® |n the event that someone is not present in the exam or does not do the group work, it will be
considered 'Not Applicable'.

® The recovery will consist of an examination of the failed parts. To participate in the recovery exam one's
must have been previously evaluated of the exam and team work, at least. No minimum mark is
required to be able to do the recovery exam.

® The review of the final qualification will take place on a date established for the purpose, in which all
evidence delivered during the course can be reviewed

IA terms of use:

"In this subject, the use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) technologies is permitted as an integral part of the
development of the work, provided that the final result reflects a significant contribution by the student in
analysis and personal reflection. The student must clearly identify which parts have been generated with this
technology, specify the tools used, and include a critical reflection on how they have influenced the process
and the final result of the activity. Lack of transparency in the use of Al will be considered a lack of academic
honesty and may lead to apenalty in the activity grade, or greater sanctions in serious cases."

Unique/single assessment:
In this subject there is the possibility of requesting a single assessment. Students who decide to take this
option must provide the following evidence on the official day of the subject exam:

® _ Seminars: deliver 2 reflections on 2 of the conferences scheduled during the course, with the same
length and characteristics as those required of the rest of the students. In the event that the student
cannot attend the conferences or talks, he/she can ask the teaching staff for substitute virtual materialto
make the respective comments or reflections. The weight of this evidence is 20% of the final grade.

® - Collective work: Submit a work equivalent to that proposed by the subject's collective work. Ideally, it
should be group work. If this is not possible, the student should contact the teachers to receive precise
instructions on how to do it individually. The weight of this evidence is 30% of the final grade.

® _ Exam: students taking a single assessment must take the subject exam on the date set in the official
calendar.

Recovery: The same recovery system as for the continuous assessment will be applied.

The review of the final qualification follows the same procedure as for the continuous assessment.
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Name Group Language Semester Turn

(SEM) Seminars 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed
(SEM) Seminars 51 Catalan second semester afternoon
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(TE) Theory 51 Catalan second semester afternoon
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