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Prerequisites

To be curious and have an open mind about the heritage of our surroundings and the more or less recent past.

Objectives and Contextualisation

This course is an introduction to the archaeology of the early modern and contemporary world through the
theory and practice of everything related to our more or less recent past, consistently using different
archaeological methodologies. At the same time, it provides tools to enhance this work with resources typical
of the modern and contemporary periods, such as archives, oral sources, and other elements that can
complement archaeological research and survey.

Regarding knowledge:

Introduce students to the possibilities offered by the modern and contemporary periods for the
application of archaeological techniques.

Raise students' awareness of the importance of archaeology as a science to complement knowledge of
the modern and contemporary periods.

Develop students' critical thinking regarding what modern and contemporary archaeology is and can be.

Understand the materials from the modern and contemporary periods that may be found in an
archaeological intervention.

Regarding skills and abilities:
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Provide tools to develop the ability to identify archaeological elements from the modern and
contemporary periods.

Become familiar with and understand some of the areas from these periods where archaeology is
applicable.

Regarding future perspectives:

Broaden perspectives on the possibilities of archaeology in the modern and contemporary world.

Learning Outcomes

CM28 (Competence) Recognise the ethical and deontological requirements of the professional practice
of archaeology so it can be done in a socially inclusive manner that is compatible with democratic
values.
KM41 (Knowledge) Identify the necessary phases of field work, the ideal contexts for its application, and
the organisation of post-excavation work in modern and contemporary archaeology and in forensic
procedures.
KM42 (Knowledge) Contribute to the construction of inclusive, critical and plural perspectives on recent
history from archaeology.
SM40 (Skill) Infer specific hypotheses about modern and contemporary situations, contexts and
societies from material remains obtained from prospecting and/or excavation, while demonstrating the
ability to historically interpret archaeological contexts and materials and in the context of multiproxy
studies.
SM41 (Skill) Apply the most common techno-typological classification methods and techniques to
modern and contemporary archaeological artefacts.

Content

THEORY

Approaching the archaeology of the early modern and contemporary world.

Sources and tools. Material culture and archives for a common purpose.

An archaeology of conflict: wars, post-war periods, spaces, scenarios, and intervention cases.

Industrial archaeology and production spaces.

Economy and territory, transformations and landscape evolution.

The uses of early modern and contemporary archaeology.

FIELD PRACTICE
Carrying out a field activity and the corresponding report.

EDUCATIONAL VISITS
Preparation of visit reports/sheets.

Activities and Methodology
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Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Theoretical classes led by the teaching staff; classroom practice
exercises.

25 1 CM28, KM41, KM42,
SM40, CM28

Work field 18 0.72 KM41, SM40, SM41,
KM41

Type: Supervised

Tutorials to provide guidance on the completion of assignments and the
course as a whole

10 0.4 CM28, KM41, CM28

Type: Autonomous

Personal study. Completion of assignments for assessment 35 1.4 CM28, KM41, SM40,
CM28

Guided: theoretical and practical classes.

Supervised: planning and resolution of practical exercises; completion of fieldwork activities.

Autonomous: reading and interpreting archaeological studies on territory, settlement, or agricultural spaces;
developing analytical and synthesis skills; communicating orally and in writing; completing theoretical and
practical exercises.

Note: 15 minutes of one class will be set aside, within the calendar established by the center/program, for
students to complete surveys evaluating the teaching performance and the course/module.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

An individual written assignment 20% 10 0.4 CM28, KM41, SM40, SM41

Assignment on lectures 10% 2 0.08 KM42, SM40

Group work 20% 30 1.2 CM28, KM41, KM42, SM40, SM41

Sheet on fieldtrip 20% 10 0.4 CM28, KM41, SM40

Theory Assessment 30% 10 0.4 CM28, KM42, SM41

Assessment consists of:

Two works: one individual and one group project, both related to the field trip.

A worksheet related to the training visits carried out.
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A worksheet related to the training visits carried out.

A short test based on the assigned readings.

An evaluation of theory.

The minimum final grade required to pass the course is 5, which will be calculated as a weighted average of all
assessment components. If the final grade is equal to or below 3, it will not be eligible for reassessment, and
the course will be failed automatically. To be eligible for reassessment, students must have submitted at least
2/3 of the assessment tasks; otherwise, the final grade will be marked as "Not assessable". The reassessment
will consist of a comprehensive test covering all course content (fieldwork, practicals, readings, etc.).

In the event of any irregularity that may significantly alter the grade of an assessment or test, the grade will be
0, regardless of any disciplinary proceedings that may be initiated. If multiple irregularities are detected in the
same course, the final grade will be 0.

At the time of each assessment activity, students will be informed about the review procedure and the date for
grade revision.

Lack of transparency in the use of AI in these evaluatives activities will be considered academic dishonesty
and will result in a grade of 0for the activity, with no option for reassessment. In severe cases,further sanctions
may apply.

This course does not allow for a single-assessment evaluation system.
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Software

None specific.

Groups and Languages

Please note that this information is provisional until 30 November 2025. You can check it through this . Tolink
consult the language you will need to enter the CODE of the subject.

Name Group Language Semester Turn

(PAUL) Classroom practices 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed
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(PCAM) Field practices 11 Catalan second semester morning-mixed

(PCAM) Field practices 12 Catalan second semester morning-mixed

(TE) Theory 1 Catalan second semester morning-mixed
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