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Objectives and Contextualisation

The aim of the course is to offer an in-depth overview of some aspects of the archaeology of the Roman world,
taking the city and urban planning as an articulating element. Combining different resources and data (written
sources of different types, iconography), but prioritising archaeological sources, we will approach diachronically
the urban origin of the city of Rome itself (9th-6th century BC) and the processes of urbanisation and the
expansion of the urban phenomenon in Italy (5th-7th century BC). Finally, the most emblematic spaces of the
imperial Roman city (the forum, the markets, the streets and their services, the baths) will be dealt with
monographically, in order to learn how their architecture and organisation developed over time.

Learning Outcomes

1. CM22 (Competence) Encourage professional development individually or in teams in classical
archaeology through practical learning activities.

2. KM32 (Knowledge) Recognise the theoretical and methodological debates of classical archaeology and
ancient history to promote a critical and reflective capacity.

3. KM33 (Knowledge) Analyse classical archaeological data to critically relate it to the theoretical
framework of reference.

4. KM34 (Knowledge) Promote the study and contextualisation of classical archaeological materials to
identify social patterns and specific ancient cultures or situations of acculturation or change.

5. SM33 (Skill) Develop critical thinking to analyse and assess the processes of generating archaeological
information from the classical world and offer one's own views.

6. SM34 (Skill) Briefly expose the historical processes of antiquity from its complexity and its
archaeological expressions.

7. SM35 (Skill) Develop skills in written and oral expression to present research results in classical
archaeology both at an academic and general interest level.



Content

1. Archaeology of the origins of Rome

1.1. The natural topography of Rome and the first settlements.

1.2. The formative processes of the city around the 8th century BC.

1.3. The Latin-Sabine monarchy of the 7th century BC: between archaeology and tradition
1.4. Tarquini Prisc and the beginning of the Etruscan monarchy

1.5. The Servian period: reforms and consolidation

1.6. Tarquine the Superb and the splendor of the archaeological record

2. The colonial expansion of Rome in Italy and the constitution of the first models of the Roman city
2.1. The Coloniae Latinae

2.2. The Coloniae civium Romanorum

2.3. The 2nd century B.C. and the crisis of the colonial model

2.4. Urban consolidation in late republican ltaly

3. The city and its components in the Roman Imperial period

3.1. The forum and its public buildings: basilica, cryptoporticoes

3.2. The macella

3.3. The streets and public services

3.4. The energy and water elevation systems

4. Archaeology as a source for the study of economy and technology, society and ideology in the ancient
world. Some examples

4.1. The archaeology of the territory. The centuriation. Villages and agrarian exploitation
4.2. The archaeology of craftsmanship.

4.3. The archaeology of water

4.4. Funerary archaeology

4.5. The power of images. Images understood as a means of social communication

Activities and Methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Type: Directed

Classroom activities 40 1.6 KM32, KM33, KM34, SM33, KM32

Type: Supervised




Archaeological visit 6 0.24 CM22, KM33, KM34, SM34, CM22

Group essay 30 1.2 CM22, KM33, KM34, SM35, CM22

Type: Autonomous

Individual work 40 1.6 KM32, KM33, KM34, SM33, KM32

1. Classroom activities: lectures (presentations supported by power point presentations) and eventually class
discussions on the topics covered and the bibliography worked on.

2. Group essay: each student will participate in a team work (2-3 people) that will focus, from the bibliography,
on an aspect related to Roman archaeology not specifically addressed in class (you can choose, among
others, one of the topics of section 4 of the program of contents of the course). The objective of the work will
be to analyze the knowledge that historical sources provide on the chosen topic and to analyze how
archaeology has enriched the knowledge of the subject in question.

With the result of this work each team will prepare a session of about 20 minutes, which will be presented in an
oral presentation in the classroom (PowerPoint or other audiovisual support media may be used).

3. Archaeological visit (optional): Travel to an archaeological site related to the subject of the course and
writing a paper (optional) collecting the information obtained in situ about it both in terms of the archaeological
remains analyzed and their state of conservation and, where appropriate, their museumization.

4. Individual work. A selected bibliography is provided on the topics of the program that should serve the
student to consolidate the knowledge on the content of the subject and eventually expand the presentations
made in class.

15 minutes of a class will be reserved, within the timetable established by the centrettitle, for the
complementation by the students of the assessment surveys of the teaching staff's performance and the
assessment of the subject.

Annotation: Within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continous Assessment Activities

Title Weighting Hours ECTS Learning Outcomes

Group essay 30% 20 0.8 KM33, KM34, SM33, SM35

Individual essay (visit) Optional essay (+0,5 points) 8 0.32 CM22, KM33, SM33

Theory test: exam 1 35% 3 0.12 KM32, KM33, SM34, SM35

Theory test: exam 2 35% 3 0.12 KM32, KM33, SM34, SM35
CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT

Assessment activities



The competences of this course will be assessed by means of: 2 exams, the completion and public
presentation of group essay and individual essay (optional).

The assessment system is organised into 2 compulsory modules and an optional module, each of which is
assigned a specific weight in the final assessment:

® Module of theory tests: there will be two theory tests, one corresponding to sections 1 and 2 of the
programme and the other corresponding to section 3. The overall weight of this module will be 70%,
35% for each exam.

® Module on the completion and presentation of group essay. The overall weight of this module will be
30%.

OPTIONAL: Module of delivery of conclusive work of the field visit. The delivery of this work may add 0.5
points to the final grade of the course.

The timetable for the assessment tests may not be changed (except in exceptional and justified cases). The
Erasmus students who request to bring forward an exam must present the teacher with a written document
from their home university justifying their request.

Assessment conditions:

The student will receive a grade of "NOT ASSESSED" whenever he/she has not turned in one or more of an
assessment activity.

It is necessary to pass the theory test (5) to average with the other grades.
Grade review procedure

After each assessment activity, the teacher will inform the students (Moodle) of the procedure and the date of
revision of grades.

Recovery procedure

The recovery of the theoretical assessing activities (test, essay) will take place on the day and time assigned
by the Dean's Office.

It is necessary to recover all those assessing activities that have not been passed (5).
Plagiarism

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

This subject entirely prohibits the use of Al technologies in all of its activities. Any submitted work that contains
content generated using Al will be considered academic dishonesty; the corresponding grade will be awarded
a zero, without the possibility of reassessment. In cases of greater infringement, more serious action may be
taken.

SINGLE ASSESSMENT
Assessment activities

If the single assessment system is chosen, the competences of this subject will be assessed by means of: 1
exam, and the completion of an individual assignment.

The single assessment system is organised into 2 compulsory modules, each of which is assigned a specific
weight in the final assessment:



® Theory test module: there will be a theoretical development test, which will include all the teaching
content of the subject. The overall weight of this module will be 70%.
® Individual essay module. The overall weight of this module will be 30%.

Recovery procedure

The same assessment method as continuous assement will be used.
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Software

No specific software for the course.

Groups and Languages

Please note that this information is provisional until 30 November 2025. You can check it through this link. To
consult the language you will need to enter the CODE of the subject.

Name Group Language Semester Turn

(PAUL) Classroom practices 1 Catalan first semester morning-mixed
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https://sia.uab.cat/servei/ALU_TPDS_PORT_ENG.html

(TE) Theory

Catalan

first semester

morning-mixed
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