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Degree programme Type Course

Social and Cultural Anthropology OP 4

Teaching staff

Ana Cerezuela González

Diana Marre Cifola

Prerequisites

This course has no prerequisites.

Objectives

Describe the scope of the anthropology of health and medical anthropology, through the description of
their theoretical areas and with examples of ethnographic research.
Analyze how the relationship between biology and culture constructs and produces health systems.
Analyze the social constructions of illness, well-being, and sickness and disease.
Apply the anthropological perspective to contemporary health problems.
Incorporate a gender and intersectional perspective in the analysis of health systems.

Learning outcomes

Applying the knowledge of cultural variability and its genesis to avoid ethnocentric projections.
Summarizing the acquired knowledge about the relationship between nature, culture and society.
Analysing a contemporary fact from an anthropological perspective.
Interpreting the cultural diversity through ethnography.
Identifying the recent disciplinary developments and the correlation between the anthropological theory
and the social disciplines related in their historical development and the current interdisciplinary
tendencies.
Identifying the contemporary interdisciplinary tendencies shared by the Anthropology and social
disciplines related to the corresponding field.

Integrating interdisciplinary approaches on the fields of education, sex/gender systems and social
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Integrating interdisciplinary approaches on the fields of education, sex/gender systems and social
inclusion-exclusion systems.
Theoretically analysing ethnographic examples of cultural diversity in the fields of education, gender
and inclusion-exclusion systems.
Assessing critically the explicit and implicit theoretical models in the ethnographic materials.
Identifying the sociocultural variability in specific ethnographic contexts.
Express ideas with a specific vocabulary appropriate to the discipline.
Plan work effectively, individually or in groups, in order to fulfil the planned objectives.
Assess the reliability of sources, select important data and cross-check information.
Weigh up the impact of any long- or short-term difficulty, harm or discrimination that could be caused to
certain persons or groups by the actions or projects.
Critically analyse the principles, values and procedures that govern the exercise of the profession.
Communicate using language that is not sexist or discriminatory.
Explain the explicit or implicit code of practice of one's own area of knowledge.
Identify the principal forms of sex- or gender-based inequality and discrimination present in society.
Propose projects and actions that incorporate the gender perspective.

Contents

1. Basic concepts in anthropology of health

2. Social determinants of health and inequalities

3. Anthropology of health and medical anthropology

4. The body in biomedicine

5. Anthropology of reproductive health

6. Hospital ethnography

7. Applications of anthropology in biomedicine

Learning activities and methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Individual and/or group tutorials (face-to-face
and/or virtual)

5 0.2 5, 8, 10

Individual study 36 1.44 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 18, 19

Theoretical lectures 30 1.2 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16,
17, 18, 19

This Teaching Guide contains all the information related to the course, which is why it is the only document to
consult regarding any doubts about the course and its assessment.

The protagonist of the teaching-learning process is the student, and under this premise, a methodology based
on continuous work has been planned.

Regarding the sessions:

The course will be developed through face-to-face directed sessions, supervised sessions, and autonomous
work.
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Attendance is compulsory, with a minimum of 80% of the sessions required. If not, the course is not able to be
evaluated.

Face-to-face sessions will always be held with the entire class group and will be dedicated to the presentation
of the course contents by the teaching staff and invited professionals.

In face-to-face sessions, the active participation of the student group in the analysis and discussion of the
topics proposed by the teaching staff will be valued.

Autonomous work:

It includes activities such as the comprehensive and analytical reading and study of texts, the analytical
viewing of audiovisual materials, the search for bibliographic references, information research, observation,
and writing, among others.

Tutorials:

The supervised sessions will be face-to-face or virtual (by prior appointment), aimed at monitoring the course
and carrying out assessment activities. It is recommended to attend at least one tutorial throughout the course
for proper follow-up.

Regarding communication:

Communication regarding the course will be carried out through the Virtual Campus.

Regarding written assignments:

Written assignments will be completed in the classroom:

They must be identified with the NIU (University Identification Number).
They may be written in Catalan, Spanish, or English.
No spelling or grammatical errors.
With citations, notes, references, and bibliography in APA 7 format.

Correction criteria:

Quality of presentation, format, writing, and bibliographic references in APA 7.
Comprehension, breadth, and depth of the analysis of the bibliography, presentations, and viewings.
Connection with the concepts of the course.
Presentation of an articulated text through coherent and academically substantiated argumentation.
Linking the presentations, bibliographies, and/or viewings with ethnographic examples from the press,
one's own experience, or ethnographic observation.

Grading scale:

0: Submission after the deadline without a duly accredited justification.
1-4.9: Submission not based on the required analytical materials or based solely on a
description/summary of the proposed materials.
5-6.9: Submission of an articulated academic text based on the proposed materials.

7-8.9: Submission based on the proposed materials, incorporating additional materials or ethnographic
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7-8.9: Submission based on the proposed materials, incorporating additional materials or ethnographic
examples, experience, press, and observation.
9-10: Submission based on the proposed materials, incorporating additional materials and ethnographic
examples, experience, press, and observation.

Fifteen minutes of one class session will be reserved, within the schedule established by the center/degree
program, for students to complete the teaching staff and course/module evaluation surveys.

Annotation: within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continuous assessment activities

Title Weight Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

A2: Essay 40% 30 1.2 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19

A4: Attendance and
participation

10% 12 0.48 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19

A3: Audiovisual product 30% 25 1 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19

A1: reading assigment 20% 12 0.48 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18,
19

Continuous Assessment

ACTIVITY 1: Questions on each compulsory reading (20%)

This individual activity aims to encourage the reading of the compulsory texts and the extraction of their key
concepts, and it carries a weight of 20% of the final grade for the course.

Each student will have to formulate a critical question about the reading that could open up a debate with the
class group.

The compulsory readings are listed in the Bibliography section of this teaching guide.

In order to obtain the percentage corresponding to Activity 1, it is necessary to have completed at least 7 of the
9 available readings within the established deadline.

The dates for completing the readings are: February 11, February 23, March 4, March 16, April 6, April 15,
April 27, May 6, and May 13.

ACTIVITY 2: Individual essay (40%)

This is an individual activity aimed at learning to recognise and relate three key concepts arising from three

compulsory readings, through a previously prepared essay that will be written in the classroom. Students have
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compulsory readings, through a previously prepared essay that will be written in the classroom. Students have
the option of bringing whatever materials they deem necessary for writing the essay, on paper and without
using any electronic devices. It carries a weight of 40% of the final grade for the course.

The detailed instructions for this activity, as well as its assessment rubric, will be posted on the virtual campus
at the start of the course.

The date for this activity is March 18.

ACTIVITY 3: Audiovisual product (30%)

This activity aims to apply the content of the course to a real ethnographic case. Each student must produce
an audiovisual product on any medium (audio, video, photography, social media, podcast, etc.) consisting of
an interview and an analysis of said interview in light of the theoretical concepts of the course.

It is advisable to attend a tutorial in order to choose the topic and the format of the audiovisual product.

The maximum duration of the audiovisual product is 10 minutes.

The ability to use the theoretical concepts from the readings in relation to the interview will be assessed using
a rubric by the teaching staff.

Attendance is compulsory on the three evaluation days:

May 20
May 25
May 27

The detailed instructions for this activity, as well as its assessment rubric, will be posted on the virtual campus
at the start of the course.

ACTIVITY 4: Attendance and participation (10%)

Attendance is compulsory and will be taken into account for the assessment of the course.

Single Assessment

The single assessment will consist of a synchronous three-part test on the day and time established by the
faculty:

Activity 1: 4 questions on the compulsory readings (20%). Maximum time: 30 minutes.
Activity 2: an essay equivalent to Activity 2 of the continuous assessment (40%). Maximum time: 1 hour.
Activity 3: 2 questions on the content of the course (40%). Maximum time: 30 minutes.

Retake

For students who have failed the course, i.e., those with a final average grade lower than 5 across the set of
assessment activities, a retake session will be organised within the period established by UAB regulations
(from June 10 to 23).

However, students who have not achieved a minimum grade of 3.5 will not be eligible for the retake.

Not Assessable
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Not Assessable

In the event that a student has not completed at least 100% of the assessment activities, their final grade will
be recorded as "Not Assessable."
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Course groups and languages

The information provided is provisional until November 30. After this
date, you will be able to consult the language of each group through
this . To access the information, you will need to enter the courselink
CODE

Type of
teaching

Group Language Semester Shift

(TE) Theory 1 Catalan/Spanish second
semester

morning-mixed

(PAUL)
Classroom
practices

1 Catalan/Spanish second
semester

morning-mixed

Use of AI

Restricted use: For this module, the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies is permitted exclusively for
support tasks such as text correction, translations or other specific situations, which must be agreed with the
teaching staff during a tutorial. Students must clearly identify which parts have been generated using this
technology, specify the tools used and include a critical reflection on how these have influenced the process
and the final outcome of the activity. A lack of transparency regarding the use of AI in assessed activities will
be considered a breach of academic integrity and may result in a partial or total deduction from the mark for
the activity, or more severe sanctions in serious cases.
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