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Prerequisites

There are no formal prerequisites, but it is assumed that students have completed the course Communication
Theories beforehand in order to take the course Research Methods in Communication.

Objectives

The learning objectives of the course are:

a) To explain the different approaches to scientific knowledge, as well as the quantitative and qualitative
methods and techniques applied to the analysis of communication and journalism.

b) To present and explain the most appropriate strategies for planning and designing research in
communication and journalism.

Learning outcomes

CM14 (Design journalistic investigation projects based on data, and ensure their methodological rigour
and news impact.) Design journalistic investigation projects based on data, and ensure their
methodological rigour and news impact.
CM15 (Include ethics and social responsibility principles in journalistic investigation, and ensure news
equity and the fair representation of vulnerable groups.) Include ethics and social responsibility
principles in journalistic investigation, and ensure news equity and the fair representation of vulnerable
groups.
KM14 (Define the methods and approaches of news research and journalism and identify their
applications in media phenomena.) Define the methods and approaches of news research and

1



KM14 (Define the methods and approaches of news research and journalism and identify their
applications in media phenomena.) Define the methods and approaches of news research and
journalism and identify their applications in media phenomena.

Contents

1. Introduction to the research in journalism and communication: a) Research training, research institutions and
companies. b) Importance, opportunity and efficiency of communication research. c) Paradigms and theories in
communication sciences: the main orientations and areas of research in communication d) The investigation in
communication and its social demands. e) Research centers in communication. d) Scientific journals and
network resources.

2. The research process and its applications. a) Quantitative and qualitative research. b). Organization,
planning and process of scientific work: stages and phases of the research process. c) Study object. d)
Research strategy. e) Planning researcj: structure and contents.

3. Research techniques for the analysis of communication. Quantitative techniques I. Databases and analysis
programs for Internet research.

4.Quantitative techniques II a) Experiment b) Content Analysis. c) Surveys.

5. Qualitative techniques a) Interview in depth and Life histories. 2. Group techniques: focus groups and Delphi
method. 3. Participant and non-participating observation.

Learning activities and methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Lectures 15 0.6 CM15, KM14

Laboratory activities 22 0.88 CM14, CM15, KM14

Evaluation 10 0.4 CM14, CM15, KM14

Workshops 15 0.6

Tutorials 14 0.56 CM14, CM15

Autonomous work 42 1.68 CM15

The teaching methodology will consist of in-class activities, lectures, laboratory activities, workshops and
autonomous work.

Innovative methodologies such as problem-based learning and challenge-based learning are included.

A detailed schedule outlining the content of each session will be presented on the first day of the course and
will be available on the course's Virtual Campus, where students will find the various teaching materials
deemed appropriate by the instructors and necessary information for effective course monitoring.
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deemed appropriate by the instructors and necessary information for effective course monitoring.

Note: The course content will be sensitive to issues related to gender perspective and the use of inclusive
language.

Annotation: within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continuous assessment activities

Title Weight Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

1 exam 20% 1 0.04 CM15, KM14

Research project 30% 10 0.4 CM14

1 exam 20% 1 0.04 CM15, KM14

3 practices 30 % 20 0.8 CM15, KM14

The course consists of the following assessment activities:

Activity A: Coursework, 30% of the final grade. Three laboratory practicals (2 in groups and 1
individual).
Activity B: Research project, 30% of the final grade (group work).
Activity C: 1 exam, 20% of the final grade.
Activity D: 1 exam, 20% of the final grade.

To pass the course, a minimum average grade of 5 in activities C and D is required. It is mandatory to pass the
exams in order to pass the course. The average of the two exams must be at least 5. To be able to calculate
the average, a minimum score of 4 in each exam is required, and the combined average of both exams must
be at least 5. The exams can be retaken. There is no minimum grade required to sit the resit exam.

It is not mandatory to pass the practical assignments to pass the course. The practicals can only be retaken if
they could not be completed for medical reasons (with supporting documentation).

It is not mandatory to pass the coursework project to pass the course. Due to its nature, the coursework project
cannot be retaken. During the course there will be 9 practical sessions dedicated to the coursework project.
Students who miss more than 2 of these practical sessions (without medical justification) will not be eligible to
be assessed for this project.

Students are entitled to a resit of the course if they have been assessed in activities representing at least
two-thirds of the total course grade. The research project is excluded from the final resit.

In the case of a second enrolment, students may take a single synthesis exam, which will consist of a test
covering both theoretical and practical content. The course grade will correspond to the mark obtained in this
synthesis exam.

For this course, the use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) technologies is permitted exclusively as support tools, such
as searching for articles and bibliography using the tools indicated in class. Students must clearly identify the
parts generated using this technology, specify the tools used, and include a critical reflection on how these
have influenced the process and final outcome of the activity. Lack of transparency in the use of AI in this
assessed activity will be considered academic dishonesty and may result in a partial or total penalty on the
grade of the activity, or more severe sanctions in serious cases.

This course does not include a single assessment system.

Any irregularity in an assessment activity (academic fraud, plagiarism, or improper use of AI, unless such use
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Any irregularity in an assessment activity (academic fraud, plagiarism, or improper use of AI, unless such use
is expressly authorized in the course syllabus) that could lead to a significant change in the grade will result in
that activity being graded as 0. If the syllabus requires a minimum grade in that activity to pass the course, or if
multiple irregularities occur in assessment activities within the same course, the final grade for the course will
be 0. In addition, disciplinary proceedings may be initiated against the student involved in such irregularities.

Any student suspected of submitting work generated by AI, produced by others, or copied; including
AI-generated content without proper citation, or not falling within permitted uses, may be required to provide
drafts or other materials demonstrating that the work is original and their own. They may also be asked to
explain or justify their work separately. Teaching staff may also use AI detection systems or carry out any
checks they deem appropriate. If, after review, irregularities are detected, the work may be graded as zero and
the student may be subject to further disciplinary measures.
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Software

Text editing software: Word or similar.

Data analysis software: PSPP or similar.
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Type of teaching Group Language Semester Shift

(TE) Theory 1 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(TE) Theory 2 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(PLAB) Practical
laboratories

11 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(SEM) Seminars 11 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(PLAB) Practical
laboratories

12 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(SEM) Seminars 12 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(PLAB) Practical
laboratories

13 Spanish first
semester

morning-mixed

(SEM) Seminars 13 Spanish first
semester

morning-mixed

(PLAB) Practical
laboratories

21 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(SEM) Seminars 21 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(PLAB) Practical
laboratories

22 Spanish first
semester

morning-mixed

(SEM) Seminars 22 Spanish first
semester

morning-mixed

(PLAB) Practical
laboratories

23 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed

(SEM) Seminars 23 Catalan first
semester

morning-mixed
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