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Prerequisites

In order to take this course, you must have a level of Catalan and/or Spanish equivalent to or higher than B2.

There are no other prerequisites.

Objectives

The aim of this module is to examine, from both a theoretical and practical perspective, global inequalities and
their local implications through the lens of social geography. The course will begin with a theoretical exploration
of the concept of 'inequality' and will go on to examine the spatial distribution of wealth and poverty, as well as
the geographies of exclusion and discrimination. Topics related to gender, social class and ethnic inequalities
will be studied, as well as the interaction between globalisation and unequal development, historical
trajectories and spatial patterns of inequality, migration and human and social mobility; particular emphasis will
be placed on the relationships between social inequality and environmental inequality. Examples from both the
Global North and the Global South will be presented. The four main themes structuring the course are:

a) To understand the main theoretical and conceptual contributions on issues related to social and
environmental inequality and vulnerability, from a specifically territorial and environmental perspective.
Particular emphasis will be placed on the economic and political factors underpinning the process of social and
territorial inequality.
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b) To diagnose, accurately and precisely, the phenomena of territorial inequality, social vulnerability and
poverty.

c) To be able to assess, using quantitative methods, the scale and characteristics of the phenomenon.

c) To propose measures to reverse situations of territorial inequality, social vulnerability and poverty through
the appropriate use of territorial and social policies.

Learning outcomes

Students must be capable of applying their knowledge to their work or vocation in a professional way
and they should have building arguments and problem resolution skills within their area of study.
Manage and apply data to solve problems.
Consider problems of inequality, population distribution and urbanisation in the world, among other
things.
Explaining the structure of today's world from a geographical point of view.
Propose viable projects and actions to boost social, economic and environmental benefits.
Examine how different social, economic, political and environmental processes create and transform
spaces and social relationships.

Contents

1. Conceptualization of inequality and social vulnerability

1.1. Key concepts: Inequality, Poverty and wealth and Vulnerability.

1.2. Intersectionality

1.3. Inequality measures and indicators. Alternatives?

1.4. Social/environmental/climate/spatial justices. The right to the city

2. The global scale of territorial inequality. Social inequality, territorial inequality: the perspective from political
economy and unequal geographic development

2.1 Evolution of global inequality: Long view (history) and short view (recent past)

2.2 The inequality transition. Welfare and redistribution policies

2.3 Neoliberal policies and the growth of social inequality

a) Expulsion
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a) Expulsion

b) Neoimperialism

c) Offshore

Topic 3. Global change, environmental change: inequality and vulnerability

3.1. External debt, ecological debt and unequal economical and ecological exchange. Toxic imperialism and
colonialism

3.2. Global (climate) change and inequality/vulnerability

3.3. (Neo)extractivism and land and resource grabbing. Biopiracy

3.4. Territorial and urban segregation. Environmental racism

3.5. Environmentalism of the poor and alter-globalization movements

3.6. (Socio)-environmental justice and climate justice

Learning activities and methodology

Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Classes in classroom 40 1.6 4, 6

Personal study + compulsory readings 60 2.4 1, 2, 3, 5, 6

Tutorials and evaluation 10 0.4 2, 5

Master classes.
Debates.
Group work / challenge base learning
Reading of articles.
Oral presentations.

Annotation: within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.
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Assessment

Continuous assessment activities

Title Weight Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Oral presentation of the different phases of the project (in group) 15 6 0.24 4

2 partial exams of evaluation 30 3 0.12 1, 4

Classroom participation 10 5 0.2 4, 5

Essay (from required readings) (individual) 15 8 0.32 6

Project (in group) 30 18 0.72 1, 2, 3

CONTINUOUS AVALUATION

Assessable activities

2 partial evaluation exams: 30% (15%-15%)

Work/course project (group): 30%

Oral presentation of the different phases of the project (in groups): 15%

Essay on compulsory readings (individual): 15%

Classroom participation: 10%

The first day of the class will be discussed in detail the evaluation activities. They will be uploaded to Moodle
and will be discussed in the classroom.

On carrying out each evaluation activity, lecturers will inform students (on Moodle) of the procedures to be
followed for reviewing all grades awarded, and the date on which such a review will take place.

To pass the subject, the two exams and the course work/project must be passed with a minimum of 5 each
evidence, in order to calculate the final grade for the subject.

Students will obtain a "Not assessed/Not submitted" course grade unless they have submitted more than 30%
of the assessment items.

There will be a re-evaluation of all those presented tests that have not passed the 5. The re-evaluation of the
theoretical exams will be in the form of an exam. The re-evaluation of the rest of the activities will consist of
referring the evidence.

The following activities are excluded from the recovery process: oral presentations and tasks related to daily
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The following activities are excluded from the recovery process: oral presentations and tasks related to daily
teaching activity.

Erasmus and exchange students who request to advance an exam must present a document from their home
university justifying their request.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity (copying, plagiarism, unauthorized use of IA, etc.) that may
lead to a significant variation in the grade awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero
for this activity, regardless of any disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities
in assessment activities of the same subject, the student will be given a zero as the final grade for this subject.

The use of artificial intelligence (AI) technologies is permitted exclusively for bibliographic and/or information
searches and text correction in this course. Students must clearly identify which parts have been generated
using this technology, specify the tools used, and provide a critical reflection on the influence of these
technologies on the process and final result of the activity. Failure to be transparent about the use of AI in this
evaluable activity will be considered a lack of academic honesty and may result in a partial or total penalty on
the grade for this activity, or greater sanctions in serious cases.

In the event that tests or exams cannot be taken onsite, they will be adapted to an online format made
available through the UAB's virtual tools (original weighting will be maintained). Homework, activities and class
participation will be carried out through forums, wikis and/or discussion on Teams, etc. Lecturers will ensure
that students are able to access these virtual tools, or will offer them feasiblealternatives.

SINGLE AVALUATION

It will consist of 3 evidences that will be carried out on the same day:

1.- Exam on the contents and concepts of the subject (50%)

2.- An exam on the compulsory readings of the course (25%)

3.- An oral presentation (15 minutes) on a case of social/territorial/environmental inequality. At the beginning of
the test, the teacher will provide the material to be able to build the case and the guiding questions that the
student must answer. The student will have one hour to prepare a ppt presentation that will serve as a guide
for the oral presentation that she will do next (25%)

To pass the subject, the student must pass a minimum of 5 each of the 3 evidences.

The same recovery system will be applied as for the continuous evaluation.

It is essential that students who choose this assessment method contact the lecturer by  to15 November 2026
agree on the reading list and the guidelines for preparing the oral presentation. Any student who does not
contact the lecturer by that date will not be able to be assessed via this option.
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Word, excel, powerpoint. Representation techniques and territorial designs.
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