U AB Political Anthropology 2026/2027

Universitat Autdnoma Code: 107243
de Barcelona Credits: 6

Degree programme Course
Social and Cultural Anthropology OB 2
Contact lecturer Group languages
Name - Maria Montserrat Clua Faine You can consult this information at the end of the
document.

Email : montserrat.clua@uab.cat
Prerequisites
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Objectives

The course aims for the student to understand the object of study of Political Anthropology and its specificity
within social anthropology. It introduces the basic concepts of the anthropological theories linked to politics and
the analysis of power in all areas of social relations, the central issues and debates of the sub-discipline, and
the theoretical and methodological paradigms constructed to answer them.

The subject starts from a historical, maximalist, and transcultural perspective of the concept of politics,
including in a transversal and specific way the gender perspective, as an element of inequality and a political
issue itself. The content considers the relationship of politics with other areas of social life (economics, kinship,
symbolism, ritual, legal anthropology, and interethnic situations). Also, the subject will offer ethnographic
examples of various political forms in different cultures and historical moments.

At the end of the course, the student will know the different theoretical contributions and ethnographic
examples of the forms that politics takes and will be able to apply this knowledge by developing critical and
responsible thinking to understand and reflect on current political phenomena and conflicts. In terms of
competencies, students will acquire a holistic and non-ethnocentric perspective of politics while developing
sensitivity to the situation and political position of other social groups and being aware of anthropological
research's political and ethical implications.

Learning outcomes

® CM14 (Evaluate ethnographic case studies from the classical fields of anthropology in relation to local,
global and broader historical developments.) Evaluate ethnographic case studies from the classical
fields of anthropology in relation to local, global and broader historical developments.

® KM13 (Recognise the main theoretical principles of the classical fields of anthropology for an
understanding of societies and social systems.) Recognise the main theoretical principles of the
classical fields of anthropology for an understanding of societies and social systems.

® KM14 (Recognise the complexity of epistemological and methodological debates in the various classical
fields of anthropology.) Recognise the complexity of epistemological and methodological debates in the



various classical fields of anthropology.

® KM15 (Recognise cultural diversity through ethnography and critically evaluate ethnographic materials
as knowledge of local and global contexts and as proposals for theoretical models.) Recognise cultural
diversity through ethnography and critically evaluate ethnographic materials as knowledge of local and
global contexts and as proposals for theoretical models.

® KM16 (Apply the incidence of culture from a holistic perspective in the various institutional systems of
social action studied by the classic fields of anthropology.) Apply the incidence of culture from a holistic
perspective in the various institutional systems of social action studied by the classic fields of
anthropology.

® KM17 (Recognise the main theoretical foundations of the classical fields of anthropology for the
understanding of societies and social systems.) Recognise the main theoretical foundations of the
classical fields of anthropology for the understanding of societies and social systems.

® SM18 (Synthesise knowledge of the transformations experienced in the different classical fields of study
of anthropology.) Synthesise knowledge of the transformations experienced in the different classical
fields of study of anthropology.

® SM20 (Analyse ethnographical examples of cultural diversity and transcultural variability of economic,
family, political, symbolic and cognitive systems and the anthropological theory that applies to them.)
Analyse ethnographical examples of cultural diversity and transcultural variability of economic, family,
political, symbolic and cognitive systems and the anthropological theory that applies to them.

® SM21 (Use in a clear, explanatory and synthetic way the language of the theories of the classical fields
in anthropology.) Use in a clear, explanatory and synthetic way the language of the theories of the
classical fields in anthropology.

Contents

1. Introduction to Political Anthropology

2. The development of anthropological perspectives on power and politics

3. Typologies of political systems, forms of leadership and conflict resolution

4. Origins and forms of State

5. Religion, ritual and symbolism in power relations

6. Structure and process - domination and resistances: the action of the individual in the political arena

7. Politics, identities and social inequalities in postmodern globalization

Learning activities and methodology

Learning

Hours ECTS
outcomes

Personal study, text reading, organization and analysis of annotations and diagrams of 74 2.96 CM14,

classes, virtual campus, writing of works, preparation of comments for debates, KM14,

bibliographical search. KM15,
KM16,
KM17,
SM20,
SM21

Theoretical classes, discussion of texts, viewing of documentaries and debates 50 2 CM14,
KM13,
KM14,
KM15,




KM17,
SM20,
SM21

Individual or group tutorials, outings linked to the subject 4 0.16 KM14,
KM15,
KM17,
SM18,
SM21

METHODOLOGY

The protagonist in the teaching-learning process is the student. It requires his/her active involvement in
learning, the capacity for autonomous work, self-regulation in evaluative activities and responsibility in the
entire process.

The work by the students consists of: active and participatory listening to the classroom; the research and
analysis of complementary information; the realisation of deep reading of the texts; the realisation and
implementation in terms of the work and comments; and critical and respectful participation in and outside
classroom debates.

During the subject, the teacher's theoretical and practical presentations will be given in the classroom, which
may include occasional invitations. It includes reading and discussing texts, watching documentaries and
participating in class debates.

Personalised attention through individual or group tutorials will be in the teacher's office during the attention
hours indicated on the first day of class and on the Virtual Campus.

The Virtual Campus (CV) is the official information space for the subject. It is the student's responsibility to
enter the CV and have the email updated to be up to date with the news and/or information of the course.

Communication with the professor is carried out through the Virtual Campus email.

Annotation: within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continuous assessment activities

Title Weight Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Individual examinations of all the content 50 4 0.16 CM14, KM13, KM14, KM15, KM17, SM18,

worked SM20, SM21

The elaboration of works 15 7 0.28 CM14, KM13, KM15, KM17, SM18, SM20,
SM21

Discussion seminar on required readings 20 7 0.28 CM14, KM13, KM14, KM15, KM16, KM17,
SM18, SM20, SM21

Participation in activities in and outside the 15 4 0.16 CM14, KM13, KM14, KM15, KM17, SM18,

classroom SM20, SM21

EVALUATION SYSTEM:

At the beginning of the course, the timetable will be given with the dates of delivery of the assignments,



discussions of the compulsory readings and the dates of the exams. The list of mandatory readings will also be
provided, which will be available online or in PDF format on the Virtual Campus.

When carrying out each assessment activity, the teacher will inform the students (in the classroom and via
Virtual Campus) of the procedure and date of review of the qualifications.

CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT:

The evaluation of the subject is understood as a continuous and progressive process, which extends
throughout the school period and develops from the performance of different evaluation activities:

- Written tests (50% of the final mark): There will be two partial exams on the content worked on throughout the
course through the theoretical classes, readings and activities carried out. Each exam will count for 25% of the
final grade, and you must pass them to make an average with the rest of the course grades.

- Assignment (15% of the final mark): Preparation of a work following the guidelines provided by the teacher at
the beginning of the course.

- Reading Seminar (20% of the final mark): In-class discussion of required readings. Participation in the
discussion and submission of the previously requested assignment related to the reading will be assessed in
class that day.

- Participation (15% of the final mark. This module is not recoverable): carrying out practical activities (debates,
watching videos, exercises...). Evidence of attendance and participation will be the written contributions
derived from the activities carried out that day in or out of the classroom.

Suppose the student wants to do the continuous assessment but has justified reasons that do not allow them
to attend the activities in the classroom regularly. In that case, they must notify the teacher at the beginning of
the course to look for an alternative formula for assessing participation.

SINGLE ASSESSMENT:

- Written exam (50% of the final grade): written exam covering all the content worked throughout the course
(through lectures, readings and activities).You must pass the exam to make the average with the rest of the
grades.

- Assignment (15% of the final grade): Completion of a work following the guidelines provided by the professor
at the beginning of the course. A tutorial session with the professor at the beginning of the course is required to
plan the assignment.

- Oral exam (35% final grade): linking the syllabus with all the compulsory readings and the materials worked in
class activities.

Erasmus students who request to take an exam early must submit a written document from their home
university to the professor justifying their request.

RECOVERY PROCEDURE:

To be assessable for the subject, the student must have previously been assessed for the two exams and the
assignment (CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT) or do the exam and deliver all the exercises (SINGLE
ASSESSMENT).

To pass the subject, you must obtain a minimum final grade of 5, the result of the average of the gradesfor
each moduleaccording to its percentage, but you must pass the two exams with a minimum grade of 5 to
average the rest of the grades.

If the student is assessable but does not pass any of the exams or the work, he can recover them in the
recovery period. Recovery will consist of an examination of the suspended part. Participation is
non-refundable.

Suspended students meeting the assessment criteria and obtaining a minimum final grade average of 3.5 may



opt for recovery.

In the case of a single assessment, the same recovery system will be applied for the continuous assessment.
Those evaluations that have irregularities (copying, misuse of Al, etc.) are not recoverable.

CONDITIONS FOR THE \"NON-ASSESSABLE" QUALIFICATION

Students will obtain a Not assessed/Not submitted course grade unless they have submitted more than 30% of
the assessment items.

The absence or late delivery of assessment activities without a duly justified and accredited cause means that
that activity will not be assessed. Evidence of evaluation that does not conform to the format standards of the
guidelines and rubrics for completing the work will not be accepted.

In the event of a student committing any irregularity that may lead to a significant variation in the grade
awarded to an assessment activity, the student will be given a zero for this activity, regardless of any
disciplinary process that may take place. In the event of several irregularities in assessment activities of the
same subject, the student will begiven a zero as the final grade for this subject.

This subject allows the use of Al technologies exclusively for support tasks such as text correction or
translations. The student must clearly (i) identify which parts have been generated using Al technology; (ii)
specify the tools used; and (iii) include a critical reflection on how these have influenced the process and final
outcome of the activity. Lack of transparency regarding the use of Al in the assessed activity will be considered
academic dishonesty; the corresponding grade may be lowered, or the work may even be awarded a zero. In
cases of greater infringement, more serious action may be taken.
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Software

It is unnecessary to use any specific software.

Course groups and languages

The information provided is provisional until November 30. After this
date, you will be able to consult the language of each group through
this link. To access the information, you will need to enter the course
CODE

Type of teaching Group Language Semester Shift

(TE) Theory 1 Catalan second morning-mixed
semester

(PAUL) Classroom 1 Catalan second morning-mixed

practices semester
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