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Objectives

The module focuses on the analysis and evaluation of different income redistribution mechanisms in
contemporary welfare states. Specifically, the module allows the theoretical and empirical study of current
social-scientific knowledge on three key issues:

1) The theoretical/normative foundations and principles of distributive justice that welfare states aim to
implement, as well as their social perception and valuation.

2) The role of income guarantee policies in satisfying the redistributive function of welfare states, its
comparative study in different countries, and the different alternatives to existing policies.

3) The place of these principles and policies in different welfare regimes, in connection with the social-scientific
debate on their socio-historical configuration.

Learning outcomes

® CA29 (Interpret theoretical and methodological frameworks to assess the redistributive impact of social
and fiscal policies.) Interpret theoretical and methodological frameworks to assess the redistributive
impact of social and fiscal policies.

® CA30 (Assess normative and practical dilemmas of redistribution in contexts of crisis and institutional
change.) Assess normative and practical dilemmas of redistribution in contexts of crisis and institutional
change.

® CA31 (Propose innovative solutions for the reform of redistributive policies based on o social justice and
sustainability criteria.) Propose innovative solutions for the reform of redistributive policies based on o
social justice and sustainability criteria.

® CAB32 (Critically reflect on the challenges of the welfare state through autonomous learning.) Critically
reflect on the challenges of the welfare state through autonomous learning.

® KAZ27 (Interpret the main normative theories on distributive justice and their application to the design
and evaluation of redistributive policies.) Interpret the main normative theories on distributive justice and



their application to the design and evaluation of redistributive policies.

® KA28 (Compare the functioning of income guarantee schemes in different welfare schemes.) Compare
the functioning of income guarantee schemes in different welfare schemes.

® KA29 (Examine the role of redistributive policies in Europe, considering their impact on inequality and
the institutional, political and social conditioning factors in their design and implementation.) Examine
the role of redistributive policies in Europe, considering their impact on inequality and the institutional,
political and social conditioning factors in their design and implementation.

® KAS30 (Examine the role of redistributive policies (income, tax and household) in reducing poverty and
inequality in Europe.) Examine the role of redistributive policies (income, tax and household) in reducing
poverty and inequality in Europe.

® SAZ23 (Formulate relevant research questions about redistribution policies and critically summarise the
academic literature on welfare from a comparative perspective.) Formulate relevant research questions
about redistribution policies and critically summarise the academic literature on welfare from a
comparative perspective.

® SA24 (Apply qualitative and quantitative methodologies to evaluate the redistributive effects of public
policies.) Apply qualitative and quantitative methodologies to evaluate the redistributive effects of public
policies.

® SA25 (Communicate results of empirical and theoretical analyses on redistribution policies.)
Communicate results of empirical and theoretical analyses on redistribution policies.

Contents
Session 1. Distributive justice and redistribution policies

Theories of distributive justice and distributive criteria. The relevance of normative theories for social science
and social policy. Utilitarianism. Rawils: justice as equity. The maximin principle.

Reading:

® Rawls, John (1971). Teoria de la justicia (Madrid, Fondo de Cultura Econémica, 1995), § 1-4, 17,43y
pp.280-281.

Session 2. Equality and redistribution

The debate on "equality of what?". Sufficiency, priority, and equality. Measurements of redistribution and
equality: problems and controversies. Hayek, Nozick, and libertarian critique. Cohen and socialist justice. Other
egalitarian theories.

Reading:

® (Casal, Paula and Williams, Andrew (2008). "Equality”, in C. McKinnon (ed.), Issues in Political Theory.
Oxford, Oxford University Press, pp.149-171.

Session 3. Redistribution, predistribution, and the welfare state

Distributive justice and the welfare state. Typical problems of institutional design and redistributive policies.
Income guarantee policies and the tax system. Predistribution and redistribution. Social investment.

Reading:

® Noguera, José A. (2017). "Redistribucion, predistribucion y garantia de rentas", in J. Zalakain and B.
Barragué (coords.), Repensar las politicas sociales: predistribucion e inversién social. Madrid, Editorial
Grupo 5 - Kutxa Fundazioa.

Session 4. Universalism vs targeting in redistributive policies

Universalism vs. targeting. Does (and should) the welfare state benefit the worst-off? Means-testing and other
targeting methods. The debate on Korpi and Palme's "paradox of redistribution”. Targeting within universalism.



Reading:

® Korpi, Walter & Palme, Joakim (1998). "The Paradox of Redistribution and Strategies of Equality:
Welfare State Institutions, Inequality, and Poverty in the Western Countries, American Sociological
Review 63(5):661-687.

Session 5. Income guarantee policies against poverty.

Poverty: concepts, measurement, and indicators. Income guarantee policies and redistribution. Typologies of
policies. Types of conditionality. Minimum income schemes in Spain and the European Union. Problems of
minimum income schemes.

Readings:

® Noguera, José A. (2019). "Las rentas minimas autonomicas en Espafa: balance y retos de futuro", in J.
Sevilla (ed.), Reforzar el bienestar social: del ingreso minimo a la renta basica. Madrid, Observatorio
Social de La Caixa.

® Aguilar-Hendrickson, Manuel & Arriba, Ana (2020). "Out of the wilderness? The coming back of the
debate on minimum income in Spain and the Great Recession", Social Policy & Administration,
54(4):556-573.

Session 6. Recent reforms and alternative proposals in income guarantee policy.

Main reforms of income guarantee policies. Tax-benefit integration. Workfare and in-work benefits; tax credits
and wage supplements. Beyond conditionality: guaranteed income, universal basic income, and negative
income tax. The income guarantee policy responses to the Covid-19 pandemics.

Readings:

® Ayala, Luis and Paniagua, Milagros (2019). "Los complementos salariales y la garantia de ingresos:
posibilidades y limites", in J. Sevilla (ed.), Reforzar el bienestarsocial: del ingreso minimo a la renta
basica.Madrid, Observatorio Social de La Caixa.

® Noguera, José A. (2019). "La Renta Basica universal: un estado de la cuestion”, VIII Informe FOESSA
sobre exclusion y desarrollo social en Espafia. Madrid, Fundaciéon FOESSA-Caritas.

Session 7. Prferences for redistribution and social perceptions of distributive justice.

Our intuitive ideas about distributive justice. Strong reciprocity. Research on attitudes toward the welfare state.
Main findings. Determinants of social support for income guarantee and redistributive policies.

Reading:

® Bowles, Samuel and Gintis, Herbert (2000). "¢ Ha pasado de moda la igualdad? El Homo reciprocans y
el futuro de las politicas igualitaristas”, in Roberto Gargarella and Félix Ovejero (eds.), Razones para el
socialismo. Barcelona, Paidés, 2001.

Session 8. Behavioural revolution in the social sciences and redistributive policies

Experimental research on heuristics and biases. Prosocial motivations and support for redistribution. The
framing of income guarantee policies. Nudging applied to income guarantee policies. Deservingness heuristics.

Reading:

® Van Oorschot, Wim and Roosma, Femke (2017). "The Social Legitimacy of Targeted Welfare and
Welfare Deservingness", in W. Van Oorschot, F. Roosma, B. Meuleman y T. Reeskens (eds.), The
Social Legitimacy of Targeted Welfare. Attitudes to Welfare Deservingness. Cheltenham, Edward Elgar.

Learning activities and methodology



Title Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Activities in the classroom (debates, presentations, 10 0.4 CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, KA27, KA28,

discussion on readings, excercises) KA29, KA30, SA23, SA24, SA25

Training activities outside the classroom (autonomous 36 1.44 CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, KA27, KA28,

reading, autonomous study) KA29, KA30, SA23, SA24, SA25

Attendance to lectures 22 0.88 CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, KA27, KA28,
KA29, KA30, SA23, SA24, SA25

The module will be structured along several types of teaching methodologies:

1. Lectures in the first part of the sessions.

2. Seminars on the analysis of readings and case studies in the second part of the sessions.
3. Follow-up tuitions.

4. Possibility of presentations by students (to be agreed with the professor).

Annotation: within the schedule set by the centre or degree programme, 15 minutes of one class will be
reserved for students to evaluate their lecturers and their courses or modules through questionnaires.

Assessment

Continuous assessment activities

Title Weight Hours ECTS Learning outcomes

Activities in the classroom (debates, presentations, 40% 10 0.4 CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, KA27,

discussion on readings, excercises) KA28, KA29, KA30, SA23, SA24,
SA25

Essay / examination 50% 40 1.6 CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, KA27,
KA28, KA29, KA30, SA23, SA24,
SA25

Attendance 10% 32 1.28 CA29, CA30, CA31, CA32, KA27,
KA28, KA29, KA30, SA23, SA24,
SA25

The evaluation of the module will be based on the following two aspects:

1) Oral presentation, attendance to the sessions (which is compulsory) and active participation in class,
especially with regard to the discussion on compulsory readings (50% of the final grade).

2) A written exam or an essay of 5000 words (50% of the final grade). This essay must conform to the following
guidelines:

In general, it will have to follow the structure of an academic paper.

The topic must have been previously agreed with the professors of the module.

The topic should be related to the module's contents and / or compulsory readings.

The essay may consist, if applicable, on the theoretical part of the master's final thesis.

The essay's main thesis should be supported with arguments and relevant evidence: "opinion" or
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impressionistic essays will not be accepted.
6. Formal incorrectness in the presentation of the work (writing, spelling, bibliographic citations, etc.) may
be a reason for fail.

Use of Al: the use of Al technologies is forbidden, except for bibliographical search/management, translation or
copy-editing. Any use should be declared and described. Any other uses will be considered as academic
dishonesty and penalized totally or partially in the final grades.
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