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Cartographic materials: atlases 
Sessió “Coneix la Cartoteca”: Grau d’Estudis d’Àsia Oriental

(imatge de capçalera opcional)
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Atlases: Basic features

➢Format: book or similar

➢Content: general or thematic. Most

thematic cartography will be found in

atlases

.
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Atlases: General atlases

➢Combination of text, maps and

graphic and statistical elements.

➢Usually, geographical distribution of

topics is always at the same scale.

➢Not very high level of detail.
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Atlases: General atlases - Examples
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Atlases: General atlases - Examples
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Atlases: General atlases - Examples
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Atlases: National atlases

➢Atlases produced by government

institutions.

➢They offer general and thematic

information about a country.

➢Variety of topics and level of detail are

very high.

➢Updating information takes a long time
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Atlases: National atlases- Examples

The National Atlas of Korea

• Three volumes

• Wide range of subjects

• Very high level of detail
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Atlases: National atlases- Examples
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Atlases: National atlases- Examples
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Atlases: National atlases- Examples
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Atlases: National atlases- Examples
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Atlases: Thematic atlases

➢Variety of types of information (maps

and more)

➢Main difference between general and

thematic atlases:

- general atlases: variety of topics /

general explanations

- thematic atlases: main topic and

subtopics / detailed explanations
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Atlases: Thematic atlases
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Atlases: Thematic atlases

Geographical 

distribution of 

historical events 
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Atlases: Thematic atlases

Geographical 

distribution of 

varieties of Chinese 

language
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Atlases: Use tips

It is recommended to express your information through a map if you

are speaking about:

➢Geographical distributions:

• population

• dialects

➢Movements, displacements or interactions between territories :

• migrations

• wars

➢Location of places or facts that have a geographical context:

• historical events

• border conflicts
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Gràcies!
Thanks!

#bibliotequesUAB
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